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These Considerations 


IRST some mundane thoughts. On 25" October last, 4 crossed 
from = into Tl and in doing so it squared the places of the ) 
and of at the earlier T ingress. At that ingress 0” at 29° 50° 6 
had been opposed by the ) from 29° 38° &. At Paris, as I noted 
a year ago in Considerations XX-1, the ) was positioned close to the 
Ascendant and o” was opposing it from the Descendant. 


Figure 1 


2005 T Ingress 


Paris: 48N52, 2E20 


The same angular placement was also present in London, the scene of the 
July bombings, and I had been puzzled (as noted on page 4 of Considera- 
tions XX-4) as to why the aspect had materialized violently in one city 
but not in the other. My bafflement was expressed a month or two too 
soon for the day after transiting 4 had squared the positions of the in- 
gress ) o° o and was applying to square the Ingress Ascendant at Paris, 
rioting began in that city and spread throughout France. The violence (o" 
o )) that 4 (religion and what is foreign) triggered came from dissatis- 
fied Moslem immigrants. At the 2005 ingress \ is in the 4 house, close 
to the IC, afflicted by being close to the 8, ° 3 ando %. 

The months since the O crossed into T in March 2005 have been ex- 
tremely violent in many parts of the world and the astrological blame can 
be said to be the Ingress’ very close ) » o. Fortunately the 2006 O o 0° 
T, while having the ) and o again in opposing signs, does not have as 
this pair in as close a diametrical aspect as in 2005. See Figure 2. 
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Figure 2 


2006 T Ingress 


Washington DC 


At Washington DC the rising », retrograde in the sign of its detri- 
ment, taken by itself suggests economic depression that will particularly 
affect the less affluent masses. In this state, » is a rather nasty body to 
have rising at the T ingress. 

The © rules the Ascendant at Washington and its next aspect is the 
trine to the rising ». As » rules both the 6" and 8" houses we can expect 
much sickness with lingering coughs and many sudden deaths over the 
following twelve months in the eastern part of the country. With 25° @ 
rising in Chicago and the ), its ruler, not applying to the ruler of the 6" 
and 8" houses, the ill health would appear not to continue west of the 
Alleghanies—or does the ingress at DC cover all states? 

The © is the only body in the Ingress with any strong essential dig- 
nity. % and § are particularly weak and hence their areas of influence, 
the 3, 6", 7", 8® and part of the 11™ house in the United States are 
likely to indicate difficulties in the matters signified by these houses. 

The 5“ house ) in ~ is separating from a Grand Trine in Fire with the 
rising > and the 9 house © ¢ Q, and applying to sextile the setting 2, 
doing so via Oo ¥. If the rising » represents the restrictions and general 
malaise the US has been experiencing and the 9" house O o Q the 
strength of fundamental religion both here and overseas, the )’s move- 
ment away from these significators towards 2 can only be welcome. Be- 
fore enjoying its sextile with 2 however, the ) must experience the shock 
associated with the square from ¥. The X antiscion is 18° 11’ =, which 
places it at DC’s IC—we can expect this shock to involve the country’s 
leaders. X is v ¥ in } near the 9" house cusp and both are O o in the 11" 
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house—with the 11" being the area traditionally associated with the 
king’s purse and } with oil, I suspect this combination to be yet another 
planetary indication of excessive spending (c’ in 11") for foreign oil (+) 
and disproportionate profits & in } rules the 11" house o’). 

All in all, not a thrilling prospect, but the O is » Q something that 
only occurs every nineteen years and that tells us that we are in the year 
of a major lunar standstill, a time when the ) reaches her greatest decli- 
nation, a time when at high latitudes the circumpolar ) remains above or 
below the horizon for a week at atime. The ) will be ever present in the 
sky seven days after crossing its Q, when passing through [I], @ and 2). It 
will be absent from the northern sky when in the opposite signs. 

As noted in Considerations XI: 2, there tends to be excessive variabil- 
ity in stock prices in the years of a major lunar standstill. This is shown 
in the Ingress chart by the apparent conflict between a rising » in detri- 
ment and an exalted O (¢ ), ruler of the Ingress 2°* house. A helter- 
skelter ride for stocks is indicated. 

The following lists the MC and Ascendant positions at the T Ingress 
for several major cities around the world. 


City MC ASC Within 5° of Angles 
(antiscions within 2°) 

Los Angeles 414 23° 38° (2 
Chicago P27 T 25° 07° & 8 & ) antiscion 
New York 22°15"'T 5°21°Q % 
Washington DC 18° 58’ T 2°03 Q % & X antiscion 
Buenos Aires 8276 18°12°S ae 
London 400° 3 3° 047 = 8 £ O & Pantiscion 
Paris 18S 5°00? = bFO 
Moscow 9°40°Q | 27°56 HD 
Baghdad 16° 29° Q 11°06" Q&¥& ¥ antiscion 
Teheran 23° 38°Q 16° 02° Tl Y& ¥ & 2 antiscion 
Karachi 10°01 3°25° x dxK&Y 
Delhi 21°01 1 10° 34° x ¥ 
Jakarta 23°03? 2 22°01° 6 - 
Peking 3°10 91276 as 
Tokyo 26° 36° TL 8° 11? % 
Sydney 7 32’ x 35° HK DA &E 


Only those cities with a fixed sign rising (New York, Washington 
DC, Baghdad, Teheran and Tokyo) can rely on the T ingress chart for 
the full twelve months. The T ingress charts at locations where a muta- 
ble sign is rising (Los Angeles, Karachi, Delhi & Sydney) last for six 
months and should be replaced by the = ingress chart cast at these 
places’. Where a cardinal sign rises (Chicago, Buenos Aires, London, 


' ‘This traditional rule appears valid. The 2005 ingress at Karachi had a mutable 
sign rising (15° 04” TI), requiring a chart be cast for the ingress. At the = 
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Paris, Moscow, Jakarta & Peking) tradition tells us that the T ingress 
chart will only be affective for three months and that other ingress charts 
will need to be cast for each of the @, = and @ ingresses. 

This is penned on the evening of Friday the 6" January 2006, the last 
of the twelve days of Christmas, the time that age-old tradition remem- 
bers as the Feast of the Magi. Some say that each of these twelve days 
relates to a month in the coming year, the first day to the first month, the 
second to the second, and so on. That makes today the December day of 
the twelve, which could be appropriate in that the magi, the three kings 
who followed the star to Bethlehem, brought with them presents for the 
new-born child. Nowadays we relate the month of December as a time 
for getting and giving presents to others, to those we care about. 

The issue in your hands contains articles on a variety of fascinating 
subjects, expertly discussed by our various authors, several of whom are 
newly welcome to these pages, all of whom provide you with their freely 
given offering. 

Palden Jenkins, surely today’s leading expert on historical planetary 
cycles, joins us to provide an excellent introduction to his important sub- 
ject. Prier Wintle returns to discuss the most basic of our astrological 
factors, the O, and Jessica Murray introduces herself with insights on 
o&. John Frawley continues to correct the many misunderstood ideas 
that the poorly taught have about the astrological houses, and Bob 
Makransky wonders why the circle is split the twelve ways it is. We 
again welcome Nicole Girard on earthquakes and eclipses, Virginia 
Reyer analyzing the birth chart of a person recently in the news, and in- 
troduce Gary Caton who examines the likelihood that Avian Flu will 
become the latest plague on all our houses. There are several insightfully 
analyzed horaries by Ruth Baker, Shirley Gray and Eric Weil, while 
Axel Harvey argues that his looking-glass rate of progression explains 
the bombings that have occurred in London since the 1894 attack on the 
Greenwich meridian. Much else besides, and maybe I’ve omitted one or 
more of our worthy contributors—so check the contents page. —Enjoy! 


ingress o” perches on the MC and ¥ opposes the Ascendant. o” and the MC are 
at the midpoint of 4 and P, in quincunx to each. 


Astrological Cycles 
in History 


PALDEN JENKINS 


ISTORY & the Cycles of X, ¥& B 
When I was young I asked my history teacher whether 
there were such things as cycles in history. He told me to get 
on with my work, since questions like that would not help me 
pass my exams. Hmmph! From that moment on, something in me re- 
solved to find out the answer to this question. Little was I to know that I 
was to become an astrologer seven years later, and that, twelve years af- 
ter that, I would start studying astrological cycles in history. What a fine 
way to advance a career! Historians won't touch it because it's ideologi- 
cally way-out, and astrologers hardly touch it because of a lack of 
knowledge of history—and also because of a fixation on birth charts and 
specific events. 

So here I shall be examining some of the major cycles of history— 
focusing not on events but on trends and time spans. Now, it's dead easy 
to pluck events out of history to prove one's point and, hopefully, I'm not 
going to do that. Nevertheless, some remarkable perspectives on history 
arise. 

In this article, 1 want to look simply at the conjunctions of ¥ and P, 
the slowest simple cycle of time (unless one wants to get esoteric or 
precessional about it). Before starting, however, here are some initial 
observations. 

We're looking at historical trends, undercurrents and threads. Trends 
take at least decades, if not centuries, to unfold. Therefore, there can of- 
ten, but not always, be a time-delay between an astrological and an his- 
torical event. Also, as astrologers, we're privy to understanding the un- 
derlying tides of human thought and feeling. In other words, we're look- 
ing at humanity's 'psychosphere'—its body of collective psychological 
motion and the way it oozes, leaks and expresses itself into the world. 
This means we can (theoretically, at least) detect the points at which his- 
torical thought-processes begin, change and go through their modula- 
tions. It also means there can be a time-delay between inner process and 
noticed event. However, this said, there are exceptions. Sometimes a 
thought-form can surface before an astrological event—especially if 
there is receptivity to it. One recent example is the surfacing of the idea 
of perestroika (restructuring) which emerged in the mind of Mikhail 
Gorbachev and his mates on behalf of the Russian collective psyche a 
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few years before the ®-¥- 4-4 aspect which brought down the Iron Cur- 
tain in 1989, and some seven years before the ¥ o ¥ in @ in 1993. 
Though seven years in history is small-fry—and perestroika is yet to hit 
the more resistant capitalist West! But it's coming. 

So, in examining long-term cycles, we need to be discerning in our 
interpretation, non-simplistic. Nevertheless, direct hits do occur—and 
1989 was a recent example. The Wall fell down within a couple of days 
of the conjunction. We need also to watch out for our own prejudices and 
misunderstandings of history. An example: we are taught that the 'New 
World' was ‘discovered’ by Columbus in 1492. Historically, this is incor- 
rect (there was much more transoceanic traffic than we are taught). Now, 
while it so happens that B went into Tin 1491 and that P was in Perihe- 
lion in 1493 (which are significant in themselves), this ‘discovery’, and 
the widening of public horizons that it meant for Europeans, Columbus is 
really an expression of a dynamic which arose long before, in 1394-98, 
during a super-configuration involving ¥ ¢ P in I] opposed by X in %. It 
would be easy to ascribe the ‘opening of the New World’ to, say, E peri- 
helions, but this would be inaccurate. Here one wouldn't be entirely in- 
correct—we had another P perihelion in 1988, at the time of a dawning 
into world consciousness of the full impact of the Global Village. It's 
probably more correct and relevant to connect the 'discovery' of 1492 to 
the undercurrent of the 1380s and the massive turning-point which oc- 
curred then. A symptom of this is seen, in the 1390s, in the form of the 
Genoese Prince Henry the Navigator, who sponsored the earliest Portu- 
guese explorations down the coast of Africa. Astrologically, this was the 
real symptom of the times, and Columbus, in this light, was but an effect 
of this. In other words, astrology can help us identify the really signifi- 
cant points in history which other historians might pass over. Let's look 
at some examples. ¥-P cycles last about 495 years—half a millennium. 
They characterize an underlying driving-force behind history, an under- 
tow of reality which marries the inevitable ram-force of P with the 
imaginal, ideational power of ¥. This combined force helps us define our 
underlying historical reality on a collective-unconscious level—this 
world-view being a combination of actualities and perceptions. 

Immediately, one absolutely major time-point emerges if we look at 
the tables, and another follows up behind. The first is the -570s, and the 
second is the +1390s. Between -579 and -577 there was a pretty exact 
mutual conjunction of ¥, ¥, Neptune and P, at 8-10° 0. How amazing. 
How can that happen? Well, it's part of the remarkable elegance of 
planetary motion which reveals itself when we study these things! This 
represents a mega new start, an entirely new cycle for humanity. By the 
way, the next event of such magnitude comes around the year 3370! So, 
stick around for some more action! The 1390s (¥ ¢ P at 2° Il, with ¥ op- 
posing just beforehand), represents a half-way point in this cycle. What 
is amazing is the relative accuracy of these configurations: the -570s’ one 


Jenkins: Astrological Cycles in History 


happened in just two years, and the 1390s one (a bit more staggered) 
took just eight years (peanuts when we're talking millennia). 

It just so happens that the -570s represent the beginning of history as 
we know it. Before this, we rely on archaeology and mythology. After 
this, we have written history (and newer mythologies!). There's more. 
This was a time of transition of consciousness, worldwide. It was as if 
humanity was really beginning to think about its situation—and new cul- 
tures emerged in the succeeding centuries to prove the point. Some of the 
world's most influential thinkers were alive around this time and in suc- 
ceeding decades—and for a configuration like this, 100 years (at least 
between semisextiles in the cycle) is an acceptable historical ‘orb’. Lao 
Tzu was active within this period, as was Confucius, Sakyamuni Buddha, 
Zoroaster, the first Greek philosophers and reformers (Peisistratus, Xeno- 
phanes and the Seven Wise Men), the Jewish Old Testament writers (of- 
ten called Deutero-Isaiah)—and things were happening in the Americas 
too, such as the beginnings of the pre-classical Mexican and Peruvian 
civilizations. I'd hazard to guess that the Arthurian cycle, as a religious- 
magical path of the West, was cooked up at this time—the ascendancy of 
the Celts. Humanity was becoming more objective, more individualized, 
and it was tearing itself away from its roots. The ancient civilizations of 
Egypt and Mesopotamia were on their way out. 

Humanity was beginning to look afresh at statecraft, psychology, 
technology, science, society and rationality. In fact, this was the under- 
current-start of the modern world. Across the world, within 400 years, 
new civilizations had grown up, of a newly-materialistic bent: Greece 
and Rome, Han China, Mauryan India, Persia, Olmec Mexico and 
Chavin Bolivia. Humanity was beginning to get more large-scale, more 
rambunctious, more mass-oriented. All sorts of aspects and details of 
human culture can be read into this—it deserves a whole book. 

What about the 1390s? This marked the very beginning of the Global 
Village we all now know and love. It was at this time that the peripheral, 
under-cultured Europeans, a smelly, flea-ridden, boozing, cannon-firing 
lot with big pretensions and a greed for gizmos, undertook to start taking 
over the world. At this time, the Medicis were in the ascendancy in Flor- 
ence (the San Francisco of the Renaissance), and Europe was within 
reach of developing printing, changing its religion and society and ex- 
ploring the world. There was a post-medieval questing for something 
new (I[-'!). Not only in Europe: the Ottomans were about to take over 
Constantinople, the Incas and Aztecs were on the rise, and Ming China 
was getting adventurous too. The world was up for grabs, and it could 
have been the Chinese, the Arabs or the Europeans who globalized it. 

Let's look briefly at the other conjunctions of ¥ and B. Following the 
-570s was the conjunction of -84/-83. This represented the dawning of a 
new secularism and materialism across the world. Specifically, it took 
the form of the civil wars of Rome (Julius Caesar et al), the institution- 
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alization of classical China by Han Wu Ti, the collapse of Parthia, the 
rise of the Kushans and the spread of Buddhism outside India. Gener- 
ally, it meant a watershed, a "well, what next?” phase, in which newer 
civilizations and cultures were now challenged to make something of it. 
In terms of Arnold Toynbee's understanding of the rise and fall of civili- 
zations', various civilizations, having made themselves evident, were 

confronted with a crisis 


Table 1: YoR of meaning, a need for 
choice. _ Interestingly, 
Year | Month | Day |_ Time Position | Rome and China of this 
-578 | April 14] 11:00} 9°07 6 | time have many paral- 
-84 | June 16 1:09 | 16°44’ © | lels and synchronicities: 
-84 | Nov 19 1:59 | 16°13’ © | around the time of Je- 
-83 | March 17} 15:54] 15°48" ©] sus, for example, both 
411 | June 24 3:23 | 23°11" O | were undergoing major 
411 | Nov 22] 15:34] 22°41" © crisis and change— 
412 | March 24] 22:30] 22°14 © Rome under Augustus 
905 | May 25| 18:35 | 28°26 © és 
1398 | July i, 2107 | S251" a)  aodsChinacunder Wy ang 
1399 | Dec 5| 14:42| 3°207 O| Mang. — Meanwhile, 
1399 | April 2} 19:19] 255° 1] India, Greece, Babylon 
1891 | Aug 2| 18:15] 8°37° D| and the Olmecs had 
1891 | Nov 5] 19:52 8°19" I | stumbled. 
1892 | April 30| 16:46| 742) 0 On the next conjunc- 


tion in 411-412, Rome 
fell (to the Visigoths in 410), Japan and China opened up to foreign in- 
fluence, Churchianity was on a roll in Byzantium and West Europe, the 
Europeans (former ‘barbarians') were settling into their places after the 
Folk-Wandering period, Teotihuacan and the earlier Mayan cities were 
being built, Tiahuanacu (Peru) and classical Gupta India were at their 
zenith and China was in disarray. Civilizations of the previous millen- 
nium were proving either to be transitory, by dint of choices perhaps not 
made at the previous conjunction, or to have lasting qualities which car- 
ried them through, because they had changed themselves. This was the 
beginning of the world's medieval (in-between) period. 

The following conjunction was in 905. This marked the fall of Tang 
China (one of China's greatest phases), the birth of Russia (Kiev), the 
emergence of strong European nations, of Fujiwara Japan and Toltec 
Mexico, the prelude to the Muslim invasions of India and the zenith of 
Arabic and Byzantine civilizations. Things were changeful and turbu- 
lent, and something was trying to come through: world medieval cultures 
were painfully giving birth to something. This was to come in the 1390s. 
In retrospect, the world sought unconsciously to globalize, and the only 
civilization capable of doing it was the Europeans—mainly because they 


See his Study of History, Oxford University Press, many editions) 
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were sufficiently violent and uncultured to overcome all resistance. The 
Mongols gave it a try in the 1200s, though, and the Muslims before that. 

The 1390s saw the downfall of most African civilizations, and most 
of the Old World civilizations were in bad shape, mainly due to the 
Black Death 50 years before—a wipe-clean of history. The Americas 
were in transition too: the Mayans, Mississippians and other cultures 
were gone, and new militaristic, materialistic empires (Aztecs and Incas) 
took their place. This was the beginning of the European Renaissance, 
which was to lead to the subsequent Reformation (religious change) and 
the scientific, industrial and political revolutions which were to charac- 
terize an utterly new civilization. During this ¥-P cycle, Europe was to 
dominate the world, and by 1891-92, the next conjunction (in II), the job 
was complete. The world was carved up, mapped out, bought up, buzz- 
ing. Entirely new cities like New York, Shanghai, Bombay, Jo’burg and 
Buenos Aires had appeared. 

In terms of specific events, the 1890s were a relatively quiet period - 
the Euros were by now world masters, by both fair means and foul—and 
they were beginning to lose the initiative too, to their colonized subjects. 
But first, there were some seeds to sow. The decades around the 1890s 
saw the beginning of flight, the intemal combustion engine, electrical 
technologies, plastics, pharmaceuticals, corporate multinationals, tele- 
graphy, psychotherapy, the new age movement (Theosophy and spiritual- 
ism), socialist parties, third world nationalism, feminism (suffragettes), 
quantum physics, nuclear technologies... and a few other things which, 
within a century, were to change our world. Not a small, uneventful 
seed-point! The action lay not in major events, but in rooms and work- 
shops where major innovations were gaining ground. 

In this light, the late 20th Century and the bi-millennium are not so 
much a new beginning, as an expression of a previous beginning. The 
next ¥ o Pis in the 2390s (again in I). This means that we are in the 
opening stages of a cycle (amidst a long-running waxing sextile of ¥ and 
P), not the end-beginning of one. Many things might end in the coming 
decades but, astrologically, this is a progression of themes already estab- 
lished, not an utterly new start. The new start already happened in the 
1890s. Perhaps 1900 might have been a better Millennium than 2000. 

What is this current cycle about? Certainly it concerns whole-planet 
issues, and we know what they are so (especially since the 1960s, though 
all the pieces were in place in 1900). The questions of this cycle concern 
humanity (our numbers and the real quality and purpose of our lives), 
Earth and its ecosystem (an old question, since environmental devasta- 
tion started 5,000 years ago, though it mushroomed from the 1390s on- 
ward), the mass human psyche and its dubious health and, probably, the 
relationship between Earthlings and others in this universe. And it's in 
the global domain where the nexus lies—this is new territory. 
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NSIDE ¥-B CYCLES 
9 %, ¥ and B do a slow zodiacal dance. Their orbital periods 
are elegantly synchronized: X' orbit is approximately half the 
length of ¥'s, that of ¥ is two-thirds that of P, and X' one-third 
of B's. X' orbit of the O takes 84 years, Y's 165 years and P's 248 years. 
Most of the planets have close-to-circular orbits, but P's is eccentric, 
and swings emphatically. Its distance from the © varies by a factor of 
one quarter. As a result it spends around 36 years in 5 and 12 years in Tl. 
This makes for an interesting pattern of inter-aspects between P, ¥ and 
X. X-¥ cycles are quite regular, while ¥-B and ¥-P aspects have interest- 
ingly varying rhythms. 


Conjunctions & Oppositions 
In one conjunction-to-conjunction cycle of about 493 years, P goes 
round the zodiac twice, while ¥ does it three times. Interestingly, succes- 
sive conjunctions take place at roughly the same zodiacal position, with a 
creep of 5-6° each cycle. Refer to Table 1. 

Note how the conjunction positions shifted from & to I] just before 
that of 1398-99, which marked the very beginning of the Renaissance—a 
massive, quantum swing in human history. The first conjunction of the 6 
series was in 1071 BCE, and the first of the I series was in 1398-99 CE. 
Here astrology can help us identify longer periods of history. The con- 
junction of 1071 BCE marked a prehistoric watershed, when many early 
civilizations faded into the past. These included Sumer, Egypt, Crete and 
Mycenae, Megalithic NW Europe, Harappa and Shang China. These had 
thrived in the Aries phase, which began around 3540 BCE. During the 
Taurus phase, and after a slow start, increasingly mercantile, urban and 
imperialistic civilizations arose. These included Babylon, Greece, Rome, 
Persia, Mauryan India, Han China, Olmec and Mayan Mexico and 
Chavin Peru. This phase lasted 2,469 years, drawing to a close at the end 
of Medieval times, near the 1398 conjunction. The Renaissance was 
born at the start of the Gemini phase. This 'eventually-to-be-global’ Cul- 
tural Revolution originated in Europe, penetrating most of the world by 
1892, within one ¥-P cycle. The I] phase lasts until the 3800s. The ur- 
ban-industrial and global village eras of recent times constitute but the 
early parts of this long II phase. 

Owing to the cyclic co-ordination of ¢ and P oppositions take place 
when P sits in the sign of the conjunction, and ¥ in the opposite sign. In 
about 247 years, P moves one turn of the zodiac, and ¥ one-and-a-half 
turns. The issues explored in the conjunction sign are therefore given a 
further airing at the opposition. 
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Sextiles & Trines 

When on the Til side of the zodiac, P moves fast—at a similar pace to 
Neptune. The two planets stay in aspect for around 80 years. We are in 
one such period today. ¥ and B formed a waxing sextile in 1950, between 
~ and 2, which will end in 2031, between T and #. The periods of ex- 
actness are 1950-55, 1976-84 and 2026-31. When Pwas in Tl (1984-96) 
it reached its perihelion (closest point to the ©) and fastest speed in 
1988. Previous instances occurred in 1741 (start of the Industrial Revolu- 
tion), 1493 (Columbus) and 1246 (the Mongols). At the waxing sextile 
and the waning trine of every cycle, when P returns to Tl, such a pro- 
tracted aspect happens. The last waning trine period was 1704-1785 
(continuously exact 1704-39 and 1777-85). Over many millennia, as the 
conjunctions creep round the zodiac, these protracted periods shift to 
other aspects. Imagine an 80-year square! This creep-cycle lasts ap- 
proximately 29,600 years and, if one takes T as the start, the current 
megacycle started in 3540 BCE. 


Waxing Hemicycles 

When a cycle starts at the conjunction, its seeds are already laid. Things 
don't usually happen in big, dramatic ways (a marked exception being the 
fall of Rome to the Visigoths in 410). At the 1398 and 1892 conjunc- 
tions, few blatantly world-shattering events took place. Yet telltale ten- 
dencies were there, hidden away in the drawing rooms of Florence in 
1398, or in workshops, societies and consulting rooms in 1892. These 
tendencies were to change the world. 

At the waxing semisextile (30°), new developments ferment surrepti- 
tiously. Situations arising or initiatives taken set the stage for future 
growth, though people might not see this at the time. 

At the semisquare (45°), vital long-term decisions/adjustments are 
made, as amassing facts present potent possibilities and their implica- 
tions. Seeds germinate, and ideas, visions and predicaments spark the 
need for long-haul action, for 'staying on the case’. 

At the waxing sextile (60°), germinated seeds become visible plants, 
growing wildly, everywhichway. This rushing time of escalation and un- 
foldment, in the case of ¥-P, can be drawn-out but intense, as the 1950s- 
80s have been in our own time. 

Then comes the waxing square (90°). Possibilities must become more 
actual, get real and work, or crash or dwindle. It's crunch-time, and real- 
ity wrings out the excess and the unlikely. These can be testy times, 
times of showdowns, disintegrations, reintegrations and shifting agendas. 

At the waxing trine (120°) things are developing well, or willy-nilly, 
settling in, establishing roots, extending—or, at times, lapsing into chaos 
or doldrums. The doors are open and the buds are showing. 

At the sesquiquadrate (135°), there can be snags and hurdles, cutting 
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away the dross. It's a course-adjustment and final check, as if to say "Are 
you sure?" Sharp distinctions, rivalries, hidden agendas or inevitabilities 
show themselves, and some hard swallowing or clinching events can oc- 
cur, Intention and reality can grate. 

At the waxing quincunx (150°), if intention and reality are disjunc- 
tive, weird situations develop, and if they are ‘in order’, then a new reality 
presents itself. The flowers are coming out. 

This new reality, and its implications, fully presents themselves at the 
opposition (180°). Whatever was sought, it is answered by reality, and 
whatever was unfolding becomes fact. This is it. Whatever was born on 
or after the conjunction has now become established fact—or it proves 
itself to be unrealizable. Whatever the case, reality shifts, and there's no 
going back. Now that we've got here, what do we do? 


Waning Hemicycles 
At the opposition, it's too late to regret or change anything. Reality has 
changed, and reassessment is needed. Now we have to handle the out- 
come! 

Many consequences reveal themselves during the waning quincunx 
(210°), and successes and failings, achievements and shadows, are all 
visible, bringing unforeseen rewards or problems, and usually both. 

At the waning sesquiquadrate (225°), something must be done with 
this. We're much the wiser, yet a crisis of reorientation appears. Fruits 
are developing, but if people are lax the harvest will be wasted. 

Then comes the waning trine (240°): what once was new is now set- 
tled, established and normalized, for better or worse. This is what we 
have become. Things trundle along the groove they have settled into, 
though the possibilities inherent in that can now be drawn out. In Nep- 
tune-Pluto's case, this is a protracted aspect, lasting up to 80 years. 

Then comes the waning square (270°), and trouble. Whatever is now 
established and routine, whether helpful or problematic, is thrown into 
question. It's harvest-time, with a lot of work to do. What was once new 
is now a thing of the past, busily delivering consequences, even holding 
things back. Yet the harvest produces seeds for the next cycle. The world 
must now build on this, and lessons learned must be applied. The past 
dominates. Change becomes advisable, though the preference is to con- 
tinue with tried and tested habits. However, dross and dead leaves must 
be cleared away. 

During the waning sextile (300°), dividends are reaped, feasts are 
held and conclusions drawn, or stultification and gridlock set in. Usually 
it's a mixture of both. Now we are definitely continuing tradition for its 
own sake. 

At the waning semisquare (315°) the past must be released and 
wrapped up. If anyone is unhappy, too bad. Final details must now be put 
in place. Future possibilities emerge, though immediate change seems 
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improbable or unwanted. The past dominates. Lessons must be learned 
and issues clarified. The wish to move forward into the future is now 
generated. 

During the waning semisextile (330°) it's reminiscence, understand- 
ing, forgiveness and completion time. We're stuck with what we have. 
Things must be put in perspective and in context. 

The next conjunction approaches, bringing a new start, bringing a 
new agenda and starting-point. 

Now we shall review a whole cycle of ¥-P aspects—the last full cy- 
cle and the opening of the modem age. 


Renaissance & Discovery, 1398-1644 

This whole cycle brought Europe's ascendancy. The 1398 conjunction 
came just fifty years after the Black Death, one of humanity's greatest 
ever crises. One third of Eurasia's population died. Whole towns, regions 
and institutions dwindled. God and reality came into question. The Me- 
dieval order crumbled. Humanity suddenly became more materialistic 
and pragmatic. Around 1400, the new Ming dynasty was modernizing 
China. West African states such as Songhai were wealthy, educated and 
advanced. The Incas and Aztecs were on the rise. Turks were impacting 
seriously on the Middle East and the Balkans. Northwest Europe was 
rising in momentum and influence. Quietly, Renaissance ideas, arts and 
letters were being incubated in places like Florence, under the patronage 
of mercantile families such as the Medicis. And a quiet development 
happened in Portugal: Prince Henry the Navigator opened a mariner's 
college, sponsoring Atlantic and African explorations. Something enor- 
mous was beginning. 

Around the semisextile of 1423-24 (@-I]), early Protestants (Bohe- 
mian Hussites) started causing trouble for Catholic Rome, and the Portu- 
guese occupied Ceuta, their first north African outpost. Holland became 
the centre of European business and music. The ingredients of change 
were building up. 

At the 1438-1440 semisquare (I-@), Gutenberg published his first 
printed book - this alone was an incredibly significant event. Africa's 
richest state, Songhai, was at its peak, the Inca conquering period was 
starting and, before long, Byzantium was finally to fall to the Ottoman 
Turks. Admiral Zheng He took a Chinese fleet to India, Mecca and Af- 
rica - though these imperial probings later came to nothing. At this time, 
China, the Muslim bloc, the Incas and the Europeans were all subcon- 
sciously contemplating continental-scale expansion. 

The extended sextile came in two phases: from 1461 to 1480 (=-2 to 
%--) and 1536 to 1540 (T-#*)—generally in effect for 80 years. This 
was the High Renaissance and the Reformation in Europe, a veritable 
tush of ideas, creativity, social and economic change. Many wars and 
conquests occurred world-wide, the biggest being Spain's destruction of 
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the Aztec, Mayan and Inca civilizations in the 1520s-30s. The sextile 
brought relentless change and development in technology, ideas, beliefs 
and geopolitics—just as the 1950s-70s sextile period was also to do. 

The square occurred in 1568-72 (Il-H), during the time of Elizabeth I 
in England, Nobunaga in Japan and Akbar the Great in India. Protestants 
and Catholics, modemists and traditionalists angled for dominance in 
Europe, while Akbar’s 'reformation' attempted a reconciliation of Hindus 
and Muslims. Russia found its feet and Europe grew richer—thanks par- 
tially to Mexican gold and the African diaspora (slave trade). In China, 
conservatives slowed modernization and returned China to an isolation- 
ism which was to last until the end of the cycle. The wide open world- 
wide possibilities emergent at the conjunction were now narrowing 
down: the American civilizations were dead, China and India, after a 
burst, failed to take their expansion further, Africa was being co-opted by 
Europe, and Europe was on an unstoppable roll. 

During the trine of 1594-98 (2-7), all these developments grew 
sounder. Tokugawa Japan and Elizabethan England were on the rise, 
merchant adventurers plied the waves, and the Spanish American empire 
reached its peak. This was the time of Shakespeare, Galileo, Kepler and 
Bacon. European modernism was now serious and spreading. 

By 1607-1609, at the sesquiquadrate (T-%), England and France 
started colonizing North America, Holland found independence (symp- 
tomizing the growth of mercantile capitalism), the scientific revolution 
was starting, and Europe was on the edge of an enormous power- 
showdown, the Thirty Years' War. 

The Pilgrim Fathers landed in America at the quincunx of 1619-23 
(M-1). The Thirty Years' War broke out over confused religious con- 
flicts, wrecking Germany. The Manchus, soon to take over China, were 
mustering power. Traditional and modernistic power each vied for influ- 
ence, world-wide. This friction reached a climax at the opposition of 
1644-48 (7 -II, with a ¥ & ¥ too). 


Revolution & Imperialism, 1644-1892 

Europe, especially Germany, was carved up afresh by 1648, the end of 
the Thirty Years' War. The Manchus took China, the English civil war 
and the French Fronde rebellion inadvertently squeezed Western Europe 
into modern times, and European world-dominance accelerated. Capital- 
ism, urban life, scientific thinking and popular opinion were creating a 
new reality. Europe was tired of God, kings, lords and a fixed social or- 
der. It was seeking something new. This would painfully, lengthily un- 
fold during the waning Neptune-Pluto hemicycle. 

On the waning quincunx of 1672-73 (#*-€), Manchu China entered a 
century of greatness and stability, Moghul India passed its peak and 
European science, architecture and society were transforming the very 
shape of life. 
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The 1685-89 sesquiquadrate (H-@&) established England as the 
world's leading economic power. China closed itself off and the Otto- 
mans passed their zenith. 

Then came the 80-year waning trine: 1704-39 (T-Q to @-Tl) and 
1777-85 (-#*). The modern world clearly emerged: financial markets, 
banks and the first multinational corporations appeared, with ‘cabinet 
politics’, a growing sense of social rights, and a profusion of scientific, 
agricultural and technological discoveries. The first modern industrial 
factories and cities were built, Mogul India turned into the British Raj, 
Germany was reborn, and USA was founded. All this just flowed out like 
a torrent - topped by the French Revolution and Napoleonic wars after- 
wards! 

The ¥ Oo B of 1817-20 (7-H) came close to a ¥ o ¥ in 1821. Here 
came the reconstitution of Europe after Napoleon's attempt to unite it. 
The first railways began to link the smoky, clanking cities of the Indus- 
trial Revolution in Britain. Trades unions were founded. Latin Americans 
won independence. The modern world was going strong. The friction 
between ‘progress’ and tradition went through another major shift. 

The waning sextile of 1844-45 (#*«-T) clearly underpinned the 1848 
European revolutions, the growing workers’ movements, the Communist 
Manifesto, the California Gold Rush (making USA a transcontinental 
power) and the growth of Australia. Capitalism now dominated the 
world. 

The semisquare in 1856-57 (H-3) saw the Crimean War (the first 
truly modem war), the opening of Japan, the peak of Victorian culture 
and the Indian Mutiny—glory with complications. Modern society, with 
serious reservations. 

In 1868-69, the semisextile (T-%) saw the modernizing Meiji Resto- 
ration in Japan, the first American transcontinental railroad, the unifica- 
tion of Germany, the rise of the European ‘scramble for Africa’. Victo- 
rian urban-industrial reality was an established fact, and the world was 
being reshaped. The dynamic of the Renaissance was fulfilled. Seeds 
were settling for the future too - their germination, at the next waxing 
semisextile, came in 1916-17, the First World War. 

In 1891-92 came the ¥ ¢ B. The world made another quantum leap, 
now interlinked by railways, steamboats and telegraph wires. The 1890s 
were unremarkable for big events, though rich in trends and initiatives. 
First the trends: millionaire-driven, big-capital, corporate America, while 
rising in power, was mirrored by the growth of international socialism; 
modem world-cities such as New York, Bombay, Shanghai, Rio and Jo- 
hannesburg were now prominent; modern Japan made its mark; the last 
comers of the world were explored; Europe was unwittingly passing its 
world leadership to Russia (then the ‘hotbed of capitalism’) and USA. 
Here are some inventions of the 1890s: automobiles, airplanes, electrical 
systems, frozen and canned foods, plastics and artificial fibers, X-rays, 
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photographic film, the oil and advertising industries, phonographs, radio 
and mass media, skyscrapers and pharmaceuticals. Some big ideas of the 
1890s: nuclear physics, new age beliefs (spiritualism, parapsychology 
and Theosophy), socialism, feminism, electoral democracy, social insur- 
ance, psychoanalysis, sociology, independence movements, art nouveau 
and pre-modern music (Mahler, Debussy and others). The 1890s repre- 
sented a massive turning-point in history. The 20th Century was defined 
in this decade, around the ¥ ¢ P. 


Summarizing 

The movements of P, in history, seem to chart the actual mechanics of 
fundamental factual change. P's keyword, ‘transformation’, has ‘form’ in 
the middle of it. The movements of ¥ chart evolving social imagery and 
perceptual constructs—ideas, beliefs and contexts of understanding. 
When event-fundamentals and beliefs-perceptions interact, we get the 
basic undertow of history and its themes. Thus, in ¥-P cycles, we see a 
basic driving-force which moves and drives historic tendencies and 
trends. What humans do with this is what makes our world. 


ROUPTHINK, AWARENESS & ){-¥ CYCLES 

X and ¥ have relatively regular cycles—their orbits around 
the O are close-to-circular, so the complexities brought along 
by eccentric P do not apply here. Successive conjunctions of 
and ¥ roll along every 170-172 years, and there's a certain consistency to 
their positioning too. Each conjunction occurs roughly half a sign (16- 
18°) further along the zodiac, which means that, usually each sign re- 
ceives two conjunctions, covering a two-cycle period lasting 240-245 
years. This is close to the zodiacal cycle of P at 250 years, almost half 
the length of a ¥-Pcycle of 495 years and roughly twice the average 
length of X-P cycles. 

All three planets’ mutual cycles coincided between -578 and -576. 
This was a fundamentally formative period across the world. Many im- 
portant ways of thought were laid down, affecting us to this day. It was 
an exceptionally tight sequence of conjunctions: ¢ ¢ B in 578 (8° 8), Ko 
P in 577-76 (10-11° &) and ¥ o ¥ in 576-75 (14-15° &). Very elegant, 
very remarkable. 

The -570s must have been an amazing time - though no one knew of 
these outer planets at the time and, therefore, people will not have con- 
sciously felt or been able to identify these influences. This said, pieces of 
evidence hint inconclusively that the ancients indeed did know of the 
existence of these planets - just as they knew that the Earth orbited the 
Sun. Yet there is no notable evidence from written history that the an- 
cients of the -570s objectively knew that this decade would be so crucial 
to human history. No one at that time had heard of Greek rationalism, 
Buddhism, Taoism, Confucian philosophy, the Old Testament or the 


Jenkins: Astrological Cycles in History 


Grail legends, yet these sprang out of the decades which followed, un- 
folding their stories therefrom. 


Hidden History 

Astrological energies do not cause events to happen. Historical events 
are but symptoms of motions and rumblings within the individual and 
collective psyches of local and world society. Astrological energies gen- 
erate ever-varying, yet quite specific kinds of 'energy-weather'—time- 
holograms of possibility, with their themes, nuances and parameters. 
Humans respond variously to the vibrational atmospheres and prompts of 
the time. Human response is the incalculable Factor-X in astro-history. 

Though certain things might be expected to occur during aspects or 
configurations, there is no guarantee that they will do so, or that predict- 
able, habitual human responses might prevail. Historical events often 
come about with a large dose of fluke and a tenuous thread of intention. 
An empire can start from an argument between a prince and his mistress, 
one rainy day. The Wright Brothers won the race to fly because most 
other aviators had died in accidents! 

All this makes it difficult reliably to prognosticate precisely how 
things will pan out when we look into the future, yet a study of how 
things have panned out in the past helps enormously. Nothing in astrol- 
ogy indicates how humanity will respond to time's energy-pressures: as- 
trology shows only what is feasible, encouraged and allowed by the un- 
derlying swell of the time-energies it studies—often more in retrospect 
than in advance. 


Gods of the Sky & Sea 
Here X and ¥ step in. The ¥ ¢ ¥ of 1993 was expected by some astrolo- 
gers to bring noticeable, definitive, even disastrous events—such as fi- 
nancial market dramas or systemic collapses. Yet, if anything, the time 
passed off with no greater blockbuster events than most years, and less 
than some. 

Did this transit have hardly any effect? No. X-¥ energies work sur- 
reptitiously. They influence awareness and the inner movies playing 
within the world psyche. Thus, if we seek definitive events, we can miss 
a lot. Outer-planet astrology identifies background, underlying forces, so 
we need to look for signs and symbols of these. 

Dramatic front-of-stage events connected with the 1993 conjunction 
started in 1986 with Chernobyl. Then, in 1989, », 4 and 4 activated the 
impending conjunction, and the Berlin Wall and Iron Curtain fell, Russia 
radically changed and China nearly transformed itself (but then backed 
off—this change will presumably come surreptitiously instead, by 'acci- 
dent’). In the early 90s we had Gulf War Two, Bosnia, Rwanda and 
South Africa, and the upswinging ‘tiger economies’. All these manifested 
powerful undercurrents, but what was their real meaning? The meaning 
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lies several layers further down. This conjunction operated in the wider 
context of the ~ ¢ B of 1892, which had launched us into the electronic 
global village, and the ¥ ¢ B of 1965-66, in which Twentieth Century 
issues reached a critical point. Ideas and radical shifts of world-view, 
bubbling under since the 1890s, broke into the public domain. 

The 1993 X o ¥ slotted a further something into place—the begin- 
nings of a genuinely global mindset, a background shift of perspective 
and identification, a fundamental and surreptitious break with tradition - 
particularly on the female side. A new level of world interdependence 
and integration had taken hold, finding new life on Internet, moving from 
the background to the foreground of public awareness. This was not pri- 
marily visionary or idealistic—more a pragmatic mass subconscious re- 
sponse to the growing ‘post-modern’ situation, to our new global reality 
and its experienced facts and side-effects. 

Those who believe in a secretive, centralized conspiracy controlling 
world affairs overlook one big factor: not even the world's greatest 
power-holders have a sure grasp on everything—especially when con- 
texts shift. They managed to stop and tame erupting social revolutions 
around 1968, yet it was touch-and-go. They managed to head off rising 
public feelings of freedom and empowerment after 1989, yet they can 
never control what goes on secretly, within the social unconscious, in 
response to the events of the time. 

By 1993, public ignorance of the major issues at stake worldwide had 
disappeared. Life continued more or less as normal, as if people were 
savoring its hardships and artificial consumptive freedoms. We found 
ever-new and intricate ways of complicating, avoiding and delaying an 
acceptance of our true planetary situation. People sought radical changes 
without things changing radically. Yet, deep down, beliefs, values and 
understandings were eroding, losing power, creating a blank slate for 
whatever is next to unfold. This syndrome is typical of a X-¥ period: 
powerful issues ferment underneath, without necessarily emerging in 
drastic forms and events. 


-¥ Cycles 

These 170-year cycles seem to affect the way we feel about our slot in 
history, and how we see the world from there. Between the ¥-¥ conjunc- 
tions of 1821 and 1993 we saw the rise of the Victorian-colonial world- 
view, which then melted into the Twentieth Century world-view. The 
latter arose out of the former, yet they fundamentally differed both in 
terms of perception/experience and presented reality. The depth- 
attitudinal watershed between them started in 1892 with the ¥ » PB and 
completed itself with the 1906-1910 ¥ o° ¥. Our planet has changed dras- 
tically during this ¥-¥ cycle, and this opposition period marked a crux- 
point. 
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During the preceding 
cycle, 1650-1821, in 
Europe, we saw the Age 
of Reason, the Enlight- 
enment and the seed- 
sowing of modern life 
and values. The cycle of 
1478-1650 encom- 
passed the Renaissance 
and Reformation, a 
struggle of ideas, initia- 
tives, outbreaks and 
insecurities as Europe 
birthed a new civiliza- 
tion-paradigm. The con- 
junctions of 1307, 1136 
and 965 neatly circum- 
scribe the late, high and 
early medieval periods, 
and those of 794, 623-4 
and 452 outline distinct 
stages in Dark Ages 
Europe. 


China 
There is a fascinating 
relationship —_ between 
Chinese dynasties and 
X-¥ cycles. Dynasties 
loosely represent cul- 
tural-social periods in 
Chinese history. Their 
rises, peaks and falls 
have an __ astrological 
timeliness to them. The 
Qin, the first classical 
Chinese dynasty, who 
established a unified 
imperial Chinese sys- 
tem from -221, proba- 


bly started hatching their plot around the conjunction of -233, just twelve 
years earlier. The Early Han soon took over, stabilizing Chinese institu- 
tions. They reached their zenith around the next conjunction of -62. 
Things deteriorated after some decades and went into free-fall. Then the 
Later Han rose to power on the opposition of +22-26. Though they sur- 
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vived until 220, their legitimacy subsided at the following opposition of 
194-97. During the complex period which followed, the linkages contin- 
ued. 

Then the Tang reunified China in 618-24, on a conjunction. They de- 
clined on the opposition of 878-81, after 11/2 cycles. China fell apart, 
and was reunited by the Song around the conjunction of 965, and divided 
between the Chin and the Song around the conjunction of 1136. The 
Ming broke the pattern. Yet their era, from 1368 to 1644, properly lifted 
off at the major configuration of the 1390s, when Uranus opposed both 
Neptune and Pluto. The Qing (Manchus) replaced the Ming in 1644 on 
another major configuration—this time ¥ ¢ ¥, o° P.The Qing fell in 1911 
just after the opposition. Also, the Communists nearly fell (over Tienan- 
men Square) on the run-up to the 1993 conjunction. Russian history, 
though shorter, has a similar connection with X-¥ cycles. 


The Most Recent Cycle 

The 1821-1993 cycle began in the context of the American and French 
revolutions, Napoleonic wars and early industrial revolution. On the 
1821 conjunction in Capricorn the first public railways opened. The Ro- 
mantics were the first environmental protesters. In England, new indus- 
trial cities mushroomed—a boom time accompanied by environmental 
and social devastation. Colonialism and industry were now big business. 
On the sextile in 1853-56 the Victorian age was in full swing, and urban- 
rational-industrial values—and trains and telegraphs—were settling in. 
Darwin wrote his ideologically-defining Origin of Species. 

The square of 1868-70 saw the opening up of Japan (the Meiji Resto- 
ration), the French Third Republic and empire, and the unification of 
Germany. This was the rather pompous peak of the Victorian era, the 
steam age. Escalating competition for world dominance became a 'mis- 
sion to civilize’, a scramble for Africa and a seriously large-scale world- 
wide venture on the trine of 1880-83. USA and Russia were becoming 
great powers too. 

The opposition of 1906-1910 brought Einstein's Theory of Relativity, 
the first Russian Revolution, and an intense transition into the twentieth 
century world-view. Dominated by USA and USSR, the century was to 
buzz with airplanes, cars, telephones and movies, isolating people into 
busy, complex, torn lives. At the waning trine of 1939-43 all hell broke 
loose—humanity was wrenched around by warfare, with its sweeping 
changes and force. On the square of 1954-56 colonial empires fell, and 
Elvis Presley, TV and nuclear power rose—the high-tech age crept in. 
The sextile of 1966-67 added extra energy to the Uranus-Pluto conjunc- 
tion and the radical, long-term-oriented contextual shift of that time. 

Between 1821 and 1993, worldwide, human awareness made perhaps 
its biggest leap ever, with ever more people making it. To understand 
what's really happening underneath, look at protest movements, which 
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express humanity's conscience and heartfelt responses to presented reali- 
ties. Around the opposition of 1906-10, protest movements fought 
mainly for social, political and economic causes, yet by the 1990s they 
concerned environmental, lifestyle, racial and technological causes in the 
richer world, and nationalist, ethnic and political issues in the ‘develop- 
ing’ world. 


Truths & Illusions 

Our world-view is made up of truths, half-truths and untruths, discussed, 
believed and quietly felt, en masse. Individuals and subgroups in the 
public eye embody tendencies within the collective psyche, all vying and 
jostling for airspace and influence. Though subgroup tensions have 
grown much more complex, mass-consciousness is nevertheless being 
welded into a more globally-unified wholeness, interlinked by travel, 
communications and media. -¥ cycle, up to 2165, we are challenged to 
build a genuine, globally-consensual, planetary world-view, embracing 
our differences and variety. And the scenario following the opposition of 
2080 is likely to sharply contrast that which we are now evolving as the 
cycle begins. 

X-¥ frequencies resonate through groupthink—through the underly- 
ing assumptions, conventions, hidden agendas and values of our world. 
Groupthink perpetually changes, and it's the stuff of collective life. It's 
what lies behind what people believe is going on. X and ¥ seem to drive 
this along. Imagination, aspiration and genius pull from the front, and 
lies, avoidances and fears drag it back - and somewhere in the middle 
there is the median point of real human evolution. 


X(-B CYCLES & THE STORMS OF HISTORY 


Default Human Behavior 
ROUBLE IS, we humans tend to avoid exploiting many of 
our big opportunities when they're offered. We drag our feet 
and resist change until our arms are twisted behind our backs 
and the pain excludes other alternatives. We're very accus- 
tomed to this behavior. The outcome is that change-potential accumu- 
lates until the dam bursts—and then babies get thrown away with bath- 
waters. This happens particularly when ¥ and P plant hidden mines and 
lob missiles at all regularity and stability. Blessings and cruelties unite in 
their hammer action, hitting masses of people, and conscripting those 
individuals who, by choice or mishap, are called to ride the wave of des- 
tiny or go through the mangle on everyone's behalf. 

The Chinese and Russian revolutions of 1911 and 1917 rode on the 
back of the 1901-02 ¥-B and the 1906-10 X-¥ oppositions. The time- 
delay between energy and outcome, caused mainly by the conservatism 
of the Manchu and Romanov dynasties, did not stem the pressure for 
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change. It gave change more time to build up into an unstoppable force. 
Had these dynasties chosen reform decades earlier, they might have fared 
much better in history—not to mention the people they ruled. The grief 
Russia and China have seen in the 20th Century could have been very 
different. 

The adoption of default resistance-patterns makes the joined action of 
X and P a radical and overwhelming force in history—a structure-buster. 
Thunder (PB) and lightning ()! Frequently—though not always—these 
two planets can precipitate several leaps in one jump. Then it can take 
decades to assimilate the outcomes. Evidence can be found from most 
readers’ own lifetimes, through looking at the global and social effects of 
the 1965-66 conjunction in T]—about which more later. 


Radicalism & Conservatism 
X and B do not automatically signify forward change. They bend the bars 
and blow holes in the walls, leaving us to respond to the acute options 
presented. One sector of society might take one path, and another sector 
might take another. It's not always ‘the people’ who lead and the saturnine 
authorities which resist—'revolution from above’ happens too, as Mao 
Tsedong attempted in the 1960s Chinese Cultural. 


Revolution 

% and PB have their own characteristic styles of creating resistance and 
conservatism. They can push people up against their fears, exacerbating 
resistance to change by threatening insecurity or disaster. X' resistances 
include the diversion of social energies. Two examples are the starting of 
the Napoleonic wars and of WW1, both of which captured nascent popu- 
lar energies which became dangerous to the established order. Yet when 
one plays with such forces, they can backfire. ¥ can hijack new initia- 
tives by forms of trickery too, as in the revolutions of 1848, when Euro- 
pean bourgeoisies filched the restless energies of factory workers to 
strengthen their own power. 

B's resisting patterns include outright oppression and escalation of 
social control. Two relatively recent examples were the stamping out of 
protest and the illegalization of LSD around 1968-70 or, worse, the Nazi 
takeover in Germany in 1933 (during a ¥ OB). Here, suppression of mi- 
norities disguised the subtle control and coercion of majorities. Another 
Plutonine example is the use of abject fear and destruction—a recent ex- 
ample being the use of defoliants and napalm in Vietnam in the late 
1960s. 
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Figure 3: KoeP Genghiz Khan, 
master of medieval 
Year | Month | Day | Time Position blitzkrieg, set the 
-577 | June 27| 607; 11°10 & | Mongols on the ram- 
-577 | Oct 22| 2:46] 10°45° & 
-576 | March | 25 | 15:38 | 10°10" Fee ne ! ae 
-437| March | 16| 7:10] 20°16 7% ¢ B (in &). By the 
-437 | June 17 1:03 19°56 6 square of 1236-39 
-437 | Dec 12] 18:19 1917 6 they threatened Eura- 
-323 | May 27| 5:32] 20°54 8 | sia, and by the oppo- 
ae ae is Ce | IR 2 | sition of 1283-86 they 
-182 | Dec 14| 19:48 | 3°38" a | Tuled much of it. The 
-70 | Aug 23: | 17:29 45) zenith of the neo- 
-70 | Oct a 4:08 1°37" 0 Mongol _ terror-mer- 
-69 | May 3 | 23:18 o°47 0 | chant Timurlenk, re- 
74 | Feb 7| 17:48 | 17°08" od Fou! Ris spikes oP 
185 | July 18} 5:47| 12°04" | uted for his piles o 
185 | Dec 5 | 22:53 11°32) 0 skulls, occurred later 
186 | April 14} 13:43} 11°02? T during the major con- 
328 | March | 17 | 16:34 | 29°30" # | figuration of the 
328 | Sep 21 | 20:08 | 28°51" = ‘ 
328 | Dec 13] 18:00] 28°33" | 1390s, with ¥ and B 
439 | July 3| 15:01 22°40 +O in opposition. Terror 
440 | Feb 14| 22:47] 21°47 0 indeed. 
440 | March 3] 15:16] 21°43° O There's a hidden 
582 | April A YEE) fear | ate and Ieobchack: 
582 | Sep 20| 3:37 10°12’ hese: ft : 
583 | Jan 3 22:41 9°49° these forces are, after 
693 | July 2) 12:12 3°52) & all, uncontrollable. 
836 | April 8 1:50] 21°21" K The energy of revolu- 
= os ¥ i ease if tions can often turn to 
an :20 |  20°2: : 
047 | July 13] 2:25| isesa @| Chaos, leading to the 
1090 | March | 29 | 12:37 11> | Teereation. mm: mew 
1201 | Aug S| 1757 28°54 form of what was de- 
1343 | June 19 | 14:03 | 11°29" T | stroyed: Louis XVI's 
1343 | Aug 24 | 15:06| 11°15° T| execution in 1793 
1344 | March | 10] 18:49 | 10°33) T os Grotdi 
1455 | Oct 1| 21:19] 13°35" Q | ‘umed into the empe- 
1456 | Jan 21| 23:46] 13°077 Q | forship of Napoleon 
1456 | June 24| 19:59] 12°27 Q| by 1799, and Czar 
1597 | May 2) 2:50 | 20°27" as Nicholas' death in 
1597 | Nov 24| 10:34] 19°35. : 
1598 | Jan 2} 048) 1922 T| 1917 ledto the rise of 
1710 | Sep 7| 17:16 | 28°53 Q | Stalin in 1924. The 
1850 | June 26 2:28 | 29°40° T historical lesson here 
1850 | Sep 25| 12:18] 29°21" T | is that, if forces of 
1851 | March | 23 | 20:31 | 28°43 T 
1965 | Oct 9| 19:58] 17°10 7 carne ate: Poked 
1966 | April 4} 2 | 16°28 7 ey turn savage, 
1966 | June 30 | 9:24] 16°06 m™ | leading to excess and 
2104 | April 24 | 11:30 | 7°35" 3 | consequent reaction, 


giving power to his- 
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torical figures with the spunk to take advantage of a situation. Yet such 
power-holders usually embody something in the collective psyche which 
craves authoritarian control, even if demanding the opposite. 

The influences of ¥ and P are not simple and clear-cut. During the X 
OP of 1933-34, a pressing need to reactivate sagging economies after the 
worldwide crash of 1929 led in Germany to Hitler's rise (he was seen at 
first as a reformer and national savior) and in USA to Roosevelt's New 
Deal (an enlightened move which actually gave background military- 
business interests an insidious leg-up). Similarly, in the mid-1960s con- 
junction, there was a mixed outpouring in pop music of both light ("All 
you need is love") and dark energies ("I am the god of hell-fire..."), 
bringing very confused archetypes into the public domain. 


Chips & Peaceniks 

Let's look more deeply at the mid-1960s. The enormous breakthroughs 
occurring at this time were so enormous, rampant and fundamental that, 
even though there was much subsequent suppression of its fomenters, 
such breakthroughs crept indelibly into wider public consciousness dur- 
ing the subsequent decades. Their implications have still not been fully 
absorbed by society. Over time, the scale of suppression has actually 
helped the growth what has been suppressed: the repeated denial in re- 
cent decades of ecological, health, human rights and military issues by 
politicians, media, scientists and other authorities have led to the under- 
mining of those very authorities’ power in the public eye. 

Let's take but two elements characteristic of the 1960s (and of the 
sign Tl): the microchip and the social movements of protest and awaken- 
ing. It took until the late-1970s, with the rise of the personal computer, 
for the effects of the microchip to impact on wider society. Today, at 
year 2000, the unfolding social implications of this key technological 
item are but young and incomplete, despite the proliferation of Internet, 
mobile phones and gizmos galore. 

Society has used such technological gains to extend and reinforce its 
established patterns of business- and media-dominance and artificial 
amphetamine economics, established a century ago, yet the true social 
and global transformation arising from these technologies is yet to come. 
Advance waves of this transformation are symbolized in the nationalist- 
globalist tensions of our time, in enormous shifts in social values and in 
the erosion of traditional centralized institutions. More is to come. These 
technologies have not been suppressed, but co-opted for use in commer- 
cial-scientific-military applications, instead of their engagement in public 
awakening, welfare and change. 

Flower Power was a catalyst of many emergent movements which 
had been lurking under the surface since the 1890s: spiritual and concep- 
tual awakening, ecological awareness, the women's movement, minority 
and human rights, diet and lifestyle. These impulses erupted in the 1960s 
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on a surprised world, yet they soon went underground, to emerge cov- 
ertly later on, in little pervasive bits. By 1989 (the ¥ 2 P) many of these 
principles were nominally accepted, or noted, by the world's mainstream. 
The full tidal power of the changes involved is yet to come. Yes, many 
women now have jobs and power, yet the integration of feminine values 
into society is much slower. Yes, consciousness-growth and lifestyle- 
change have crept in, yet only to the extent that they are kept comfortable 
and personal. Their wider social, civilizational implications are yet to 
dawn. But they're closer now than thirty years ago. 

In the case of both of these deep historical threads, the likely integra- 
tion-point is probably the coming ¥ 0° P of 2046-48, or even the conjunc- 
tion of 2104. This statement might disappoint some new-agers who pre- 
fer transformative quick-fixes, yet the extent of change involved is so 
great and so deep that it takes such a length of time. History irritatingly 
transcends our own short life-spans! Planted trees take over a century to 
become a mature forest. Sure, we reached the ) in 1968, yet the deeper 
assimilation of the implications of space travel are still far away—even if 
ETs landed tomorrow! 

X-B conjunctions and oppositions might bring sudden and radical 
changes, like a cathartic diarrhea, yet their full integration takes ages. - 
EB cycles certainly stir things up, yet ¥-P cycles act as a more fundamen- 
tal engine of change. If we take the radical teachings on love spread by 
Jesus, born during the X » B of 6 BC to | AD, we've so far taken two 
millennia, and we still haven't created Heaven on Earth! So much for 
quick Uranian action! Yet this man's essential teachings are not obsolete. 


Uranus' & Pluto's Cyclic Antics 

% has a reasonably constant cycle of motion lasting 84-85 years, spend- 
ing seven years in each zodiac sign. P orbits eccentrically in 25Qish 
years, spending anything from 12 to 35 years in a sign (fastest and clos- 
est to the O when in Tl, slowest and furthest when in 8). X' cycle is 
roughly one-third of the duration of P's, and there's an elastic twang to 
their inter-aspects which is elegantly irregular. Their stretchy orbital an- 
tics make for a regular pattern of mutual conjunctions, alternately 
111’ish and 143°ish years apart. The short interval takes place when B 
moves slowly between #* and ©, during which time X easily outpaces P. 
The long interval happens when P moves fast (£2 to 4), meaning that 
takes longer to catch up with B. 

Another interesting pattern emerges too. Successive conjunctions usu- 
ally take place in two signs of the same element (with a little elasticity). 
Also, ¥ positions during oppositions alternate between one of the con- 
junction signs and the third sign of the element being featured. There are 
exceptions, and the pattern of opposition positions is not exact. Air sign 
conjunctions and oppositions were dominant from the 200s BC to the 
500s AD (the Roman and Han Chinese periods), water signs from the 
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late 500s to the late 1200s (the Middle Ages), fire signs from the 1300s 
to 1900 (the early-Modern period), and we are now in a period of pre- 
dominantly earth sign conjunctions and oppositions. 


Classic Quakes of Roman history 


Here we shall pick out some instances of X¥-P conjunctions and opposi- 
tions, with reference to the fortunes of Rome. Now, it's easy to pluck out 
examples to reinforce one's point, and the details below might appear like 
a convenient biased selection. However, anyone who understands Roman 
history will verify that these stated events indeed are significant - though 
space prevents their full contextualization here. 


The conjunction of 323 BC (©) brought the sudden death in 
Babylon, at age 33, of Alexander the Great—his startling Greek 
empire-building career collapsed. Greek influence continued, 
though the fall of Alexander's multinational imperial aspirations 
gave Rome a vacuum to fill. 

The subsequent opposition in 264-261 (#*-Qeo) saw the first 
Punic War, a struggle between the Romans and Carthaginian 
Phoenicians for control of the Mediterranean, marking the rise of 
Rome as a great power. 

During the next opposition (127 BC, =-T), Rome underwent at- 
tempted reform by the Gracchus brothers (reputedly pre- 
incarnations of the Kennedy brothers), later undermined and 
ended by vested interests. The Gracchi at least tried! 

In the conjunction of 70-69 BC (II) Rome became a military dic- 
tatorship, then to be consolidated into a empire around the oppo- 
sition of 6 BC to ADI by Octavian Augustus—one of those 
‘revolution from above' rulers mentioned earlier. 

At the conjunction of 74 AD, Rome's army was seriously tied up 
with serious revolts by the British and the Jews—and the Jews 
revolted again on the following opposition. 

At the conjunction of 185-186 the Scots and Britons again re- 
volted, and Rome also nearly fell in an orgy of crime, corruption, 
plague and civil war. 

On the opposition of 256-261 the Persians seriously beat the 
Romans, capturing the emperor and forcing him onto his knees, 
and France and Britain became virtually autonomous. 

Following the 328 conjunction, Constantine moved the capital to 
Constantinople, since Rome was turning in on itself. 

Around the opposition of 381-382 the Visigoths stormed parts of 
the empire, causing panic and retreat, then later sacking Rome it- 
self on the waning square of 409-410. 


From this quick, cursory review of Roman events, it can be seen that 
X-P turning-points bring a variety of symptoms and mechanisms of 
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change. They signify unexpected wobbles, at times drastically affecting 
the course of history. One fine example was the ending of Roman repub- 
lican democracy (such as it was) around 70 BC, leading to the later foun- 
dation of the empire—and to Rome's transformation from a brick-built to 
a marble city. Another example was the founding of Constantinople 
around 330, leading to a Roman rebirth in Byzantine form. To end this 
tale, Byzantium eventually fell to the Turks, a millennium later in 1453, 
two years before a ¥ o Pin Q. 


Inspiration & Perspiration 

There's a close connection between genius and X-P energy-blips. Virtu- 
ally every conjunction and opposition coughs up remarkable advances in 
culture, invention or instigation. The hitch is that, once the excitement is 
over, long-term reality strikes again. The 1901-02 opposition in ~-I] 
brought us Quantum Theory, Freud's Interpretation of Dreams, radio, 
public electrical systems and flight, and the effects of these have been 
unfolding ever since - with a mixture of enlightening and polluting ef- 
fects. A previous opposition in the same signs in 774-76 saved civiliza- 
tion in Europe (during the Carolingian Renaissance and in the Cordoba 
Caliphate, Spain). Unbeknownst to Charlemagne, the foundations of the 
European Union of 1200 years later were laid at this time. Such prescient 
developments do happen when transpersonal forces work their magic. 

This spotlights one characteristic of genius—it anticipates and caters 
for possibilities unknown at the time. Little did Alcuin the Monk, Char- 
lemagne's scholarly mentor, know that Belgium would later become cen- 
tral in Europe, and little were the Wright brothers to suspect that avia- 
tion-driven package holidays would impact so much on Sri Lanka. The 
wringing action on the public unconscious of % and B squeezes out im- 
ages and initiatives which speak to history: in but one X-P hemicycle a 
paper-and-wood biplane became a lunar landing module, and Freudian- 
ism became a sexual revolution. Things move a long way fast, yet much 
intervenes in between. 

At present, many prophecy buffs look toward the year 2012 as a time 
of drastic change. Though end-of-the-world type anticipations might turn 
out to be exaggerated, there nevertheless is a ¥ O B from 2012-15. Ata 
square, new impulses arising from a conjunction are put to the test— 
there is a manifestation crisis. The astrologically-logical likelihood for 
2012 is that the paradigm-shift issues of the 1960s will be forced by cir- 
cumstance to deliver their goods: ecological ideas, women's power and 
techno-globals name but three bundles of issues, will probably have to 
handle an emergency. War, institutions and boundaries (T -) are pre- 
dictable front-runners for likely trouble. Knowing how things are nowa- 
days, this aspect is likely actually to bring a hailstorm of major issues. 

But the choices now are fundamental. We need to realize, for exam- 
ple, that war no longer resolves conflicts as once it did. This is now a 
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pragmatic issue, not solely a moral one or the domain of lettuce-eating 
pacifists. In the sevens up to this aspect, we possess the choice to make 
major proactive forward-steps, or to continue delaying and avoiding such 
challenges as long as possible. As in 1930, on the previous square, when 
economic and social crisis demanded drastic action, so around 2012 we 
tread perilous paths along which the choices we make might have enor- 
mous and rapid outcomes. Ten years after 1930 the world was at war. 
What will the world be like in the decade following 2012? 

Since Planet Earth is a world of variety, a variety of things will un- 
doubtedly happen. There will no doubt be both horrors and deeply mov- 
ing breakthroughs, and (especially for reincarnate Mayans!) it could be 
the end and beginning of a new age—of some sort! However, this is a 
square, concerning concrete issues, and the ¥-P cycle began back in the 
1960s. Perhaps the new age began back then, without our realizing it, 
and perhaps, with visionary and bloody stuff included, the full variety is 
already showing itself. 
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JOHN FRAWLEY 


The Tenth House 


HE MIDHEAVEN, the cusp of the 10" house, dominates the 

chart, and this dominance is reflected in its significance in the 

natal reading. For while the 10" is commonly associated with 

the work that we do, this has an importance far wider than the 
means by which we keep food on our table. 

Ptolemy, who is, for all that he is neglected today, by far the most in- 
fluential of all writers on astrology, speaks of the 10 house in a section 
devoted to action. The main role of what he terms the lord of action is to 
show what profession the native might practice; but it has much to do 
with the quality of any action that we might undertake, involving not 
only our work, but the manner in which we do anything. It helps show 
the how of our behavior. If the 1* house shows the nature of this par- 
ticular incarnation, this soul in this body, the Midheaven shows this in- 
carnation in action—the soul going for a walk. Our judgments here am- 
plify and refine the basic details of the how-ness of the person that we 
have found from the assessment of temperament and manner which 
forms the first stage of traditional natal method. 

Ptolemys judgment of this part of the life begins with the ©. Not, it 
must be emphasized, with the © itself, and so not with the facile number- 
ing off of all Taureans to work on farms and all Capricorns to be busi- 
ness executives, but with the planet that is closest to the © at sunrise on 
the day in question. Preference would be given to an oriental planet (one 
that rises before the ©). Oriental planets find it easier to shed their influ- 
ence on the world. This reflects the 
astronomical reality: an oriental planet rises 
into a dark sky, so it can be seen clearly. 
When an occidental planet rises the O is 
already up and so it cannot usually be seen at 
all. 

We must combine our assessment of the 
planet rising closest to the © with that of any 
planet situated near the Midheaven, 
especially if it is in aspect to the ). The lunar 
aspect helps to, as it were, vivify the planet, 
almost as if this aspect were what plugs the 
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planet into the mains and so allows it to work. This empowering of other 
planets is the main role of the luminaries, to which role the manifestation 
of their own natures is very much a secondary consideration. 

The © is seen as the ultimate source (within the cosmos) of all power, 
while the ), the closest planet to our Earth, acts as a kind of lens through 
which all this power and all planetary influence is filtered on its way into 
what the ancients termed the world of generation of corruption—the 
world which we inhabit. 

The significators thus identified are considered together, with empha- 
sis being given to whichever of them is the stronger by essential and ac- 
cidental dignity. In many charts we will have only one such planet, and 
in some none at all, for it is only planets that are close-ish to the O that 
can be considered under our first criterion. As always, they are judged 
together with the signs in which they fall, the signs being the adjectives 
to the nouns that are the planets. 

If our first criteria do not produce a planet, we then—and only then— 
turn to the ruler of the 10" house. This, Ptolemy warns us, will tend to 
show the occasional pursuits of the subject, for persons with such geni- 
tures are for the most part inactive.’ Like all such sweeping statements in 
the texts, this is ‘all things being equal’, and there will often be other in- 
dications which will counterbalance it. 

The planet or planets and their signs will combine to tell us about the 
profession. If other considerations of temperament and manner were in 
accordance, for example, we might decide that o’ shows that our native 
is a soldier. Suppose o’ is in a water sign. What sort of soldier? A wet 
sort of soldier: so a marine, or a sailor on a warship. Perhaps this o’ is in 
close trine aspect to a strongly dignified 4: we might further decide that 
this must be a very successful wet sort of soldier—a fighting admiral, 
perhaps. But maybe is combined in judgment with this 0’, and % is by 
far the stronger of the two: we might have someone who writes about 
wet sorts of soldiers, or perhaps devises tactics for their actions. 

of, 2 and ¥ have an important general role in the assessment of magis- 
tery, which is the traditional term equivalent to profession or vocation. 
They denote, broadly speaking, whether we work with our brain, our 
brawn, or our aesthetic senses. Any one of these strongly placed in either 
the 1", 7" or 10" house will have a major influence on the profession. 
Indeed, for want of any more commanding testimonies, we can often 
plump for whichever of these three planets is the stronger and hang our 
judgment on that. 

It is important to follow these stages of judgment rather than jumping 
straight to the ruler of the Midheaven: to do that can be misleading. My 
experience suggests that what this planet often shows is what the native 
can do—a kind of fail-safe or default option, into which they will fall 
whenever they are not pushing themselves to do something more inter- 
esting. When lives reach crisis point and the native decides that he can 
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no longer cope with a certain line of work, the chart often shows him 
abandoning the ruler of the 10 in favor of the strongest vocational indi- 
cator, which will show a job more emotionally nurturing. 

There are two Arabian Parts of particular relevance here. The Part of 
Vocation is the same as the @, except that it is extended from the Mid- 
heaven rather than from the Ascendant. As the @ shows the person's 
treasure, or what is their deepest concern, so the Part of Vocation shows 
their treasure in working terms, or in terms of action. The Part of 
Fame, or of Work to Be Done, can show that for which a person is most 
noted. It is often illuminating in the charts of people famous in their 
field. The formula is Ascendant + 4 — O by day, or + O — \ by night. 
As the name Work to Be Done suggests, it carries a sense of duty: this is 
where ‘a man’s gotta do what a mans gotta do . 

The connection of the Midheaven with career, or with the quality of 
action, has a special significance when we must judge charts for which 
we have no time of birth. The convention is that we use a chart set for 
either noon or sunrise on the day in question. With a sunrise chart the 
Sun will be on the Ascendant, weighting that part of the chart. These 
charts are best if we wish to explore the native's private life. Noon charts, 
with the Oss position emphasizing the Midheaven, are much the better if 
we wish to investigate the natives public life or career. With the charts of 
celebrities, it might be suggested that the latter is the only fit cause for 
investigation—the private life being no more the just concern of the as- 
trologer than it is of the paparazzo. 

While the 10" house has significance for our job, it also shows our 
boss. The 10" is the house of kings, being the proudest of houses, as 
the place which the O holds at midday. By analogy, it also shows the 
ruler in any specific situation. This can cause confusion in horary ques- 
tions on career issues. If the 10 house shows the job, where do we find 
the boss, if we need to distinguish between the two? We can sometimes 
turn the chart to take the 10 house from the 10" (the 7"). So if the 10" is 
the job, the 10" from the 10” is the boss of the job. If the question is 
“Will I get the job? , however, this house is already in use, as the 7" is 
the house of our open enemies, who are in this context our rivals for the 
position. In this case, we can take the planet that disposits the 10" ruler. 
Lord 10 is the job; its dispositor is, literally, the ruler of the job: the boss. 

In court-case questions the 10™ shows a specific kind of boss: the 
judge. Although the texts refer to the 10" as ‘the judge it can nowadays 
be taken as showing the whole court system. It is not usually necessary 
to distinguish between the judge and the jury by finding separate signifi- 
cators for them: this does nothing but add an unnecessary complication. 
The 10" ruler has immense importance in these charts, for it does not so 
much matter who is right and who is wrong, as it matters whom the court 
prefers. A strong contact between the significator of either party in the 
case and that of the judge will override any other consideration in the 
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determination of the chart. 

As the natural position of the midday O, the 10" is the house of glory 
and of honor, so success is found here. It is common, for instance, to 
look to the 9 house when considering questions about examination re- 
sults. But the 9” house shows our knowledge: there is not necessarily a 
direct connection between this and our passing or failing the exam. 
What we are really asking is Will I succeed?” which is a 10" house is- 
sue. 

It can be difficult to decide whether or not to turn the chart for certain 
10"-house matters. As a general rule, the bigger the thing, the less 
likely we are to turn. Extreme cases are clear-cut. If I ask “What are my 
son's career prospects?’ the career belongs specifically to him, so we 
would turn the chart, taking the 10 house from the 5“. If I ask “Will my 
son win Olympic gold?’ this event is so public and of such note that we 
would look straight to the radical 10". There is only a fine line of divi- 
sion between some less extreme cases. “Will my son get a holiday job in 
the supermarket?” is small scale, so we would turn. “Will my son be the 
next manager of Manchester United? would take us to the radical 10". 
Somewhere between the two there is a dividing-line; if we are in doubt, 
close study of the chart will always reveal on which side any particular 
instance falls. 

As discussed in the article on the 7" house, the 10" has a lot to do 
with marriage. The further back in the texts we look, the more marriage 
reverts from the 7” to the 10" house, being seen less as a union of two 
equals and more as a social institution This has significance today when 
considering arranged or introduced marriages, in contrast to the ‘were in 
love, let's get married of the 7” house. 

Although there are many now who choose to disagree, several thou- 
sand years of astrological tradition—and the small matter of demon- 
strable accuracy—places the mother in the 10". This is an extrapolation 
from the 4" house, which shows our parents (our root: the base of the 
chart) in general and our father in particular. Our father's wife, then, must 
be shown by the 7" house from the 4": the 10". Whether this fits with 
our conceptions of social justice is neither here nor there: the heavens 
have not yet started to arrange themselves to suit our ephemeral fashions 
of thought. 

On a simple and graphic level, the 10” has significance through its 
position at the top of the chart. If, for instance, the significator of a lost 
object is found in this house we might judge that the object is high up, or 
in the attic or loft. Similarly, if its significator were at the bottom of the 
chart, in the 4" house, we might judge that it was in the cellar. 

That the 10" is so high explains the ambivalence about this house in 
the old texts. This was not seen as a happy house; for, following the 
model of the ever-revolving Wheel of Fortune, once you have reached 
the top there is only one place that you can go! This is also the thought 
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behind the reputation of the royal star Regulus—strongly associated 
with the Midheaven—for giving glory and then taking it away again. 
This does not necessarily mean that there will be a fall from office: the 
unavoidable fact that even the mightiest of emperors must yet die, just as 
the O—the planet of which Regulus is the likeness—must always set, is 
sufficient explanation. 

No planet joys in the 10" house. The Chaldean order gives o’ as the 
planet associated with the 10". o has its obvious associations with king- 
ship and empire, as the strong right arm carves out its area of rule. But no 
matter how mean or trivial our job might be, the connection with 0’ is 
none the less real. Our profession, or our magistery— that of which we 
are master'—may not extend across the globe, but even if it is nothing 
more than a yard of production-line or a check-out in a super-market, 
still it is our own little empire, conquered by our ability to fill its neces- 
sary functions. 


The Eleventh House 


S IF IT WERE a many-faceted jewel, we can see the symbolism 

of the structure of the chart from many different angles, each of 

which carries its own distinct, but absolutely congruous, picture 

of the truth. From whichever direction we approach the elev- 
enth house we find one point repeated: this is the happiest of the houses. 
Not, that is, the strongest; for strength and happiness do not necessarily 
go together—but undoubtedly the most fortunate. The Midheaven, for 
example, is a much stronger house. A planet poised on the 10" cusp will 
dominate any chart, and is ideally placed to turn this dominance into de- 
cisive action. Yet the 10", for all its power, is not seen as a happy place, 
for the Wheel of Fortune, deriving from the O's primary motion around 
the Earth—its passage from dawn to high noon to sunset—shows that 
having attained the pinnacle there is only one place for a planet to go: 
downwards. Uneasy lies the head that wears a crown. 

The 11" is seen as the most fortunate house as it is on the way up, and 
stands tip-toe on the threshold of success. It is for this reason, the Roman 
writer Manilius explains, that the 11" is particularly associated with 4, 
most fortunate of the planets. It is in the 11" that 4 has his joy. 

The concept of joy seems to cause some confusion: it must be distin- 
guished from the idea of rulership. That 4 joys in the 11" does not mean 
that he rules that house. It becomes clearer if we think of the chart as a 
little village of twelve houses. We can see that 4 rules one of these 
houses: being 4, this would be the big house with the long drive and 
dozens of servants. There is, however, another house in the village. It is 
only a small place, without rich array. But the people who live there are 
so good-hearted and optimistic that this house is filled with warmth. Af- 
ter a hard day organizing his many servants, there is nothing \ likes 
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more than to drop round and relax in this pleasant atmosphere. Similarly, 
% finds the austere and gloomy conversation of the house next door—the 
12"_1o his taste, so he likes being there. This is the essence of planetary 
joy: it is, as it were, a part of the chart where that planet likes to hang out. 

We can arrive at ¥'s association with the 11" from another direc- 
tion. As our astrology is—and must be—congruent with and dependent 
upon revealed faith, we can trace the spiritual history of mankind in 
the chart. The Ascendant gives us our starting point, the place of in- 
carnation: our creation. The 12 is our self-undoing: the Fall. Hence 
its being the first of the cadent or falling houses. 

To get from 1* house to the 12" we must go in the opposite direction 
to the order of the houses. To go in this direction, we follow the primary 
motion of the ©. So doing, we bind ourselves to Time, which is at once 
the reason for and the consequence of our Fall. This is an example of the 
astrological truths that are to be found in the traditional writings on the 
seven days of Creation. As so often, we learn far more about astrology 
from books that are not overtly about the subject! 

Man having fallen, the next great milestone is the Flood and the cove- 
nant that God then makes with Noah, as shown by the rainbow. This is 
the 11" house, and the story is heavily Jupiterian. 

\ is the god of rain: one of his altars in Rome was dedicated to 
Iuppiter Pluvius—\ the rain bringer. This is 4 as lord of fertility, for, of 
course, no rain, no growth. 4 never being one to do anything by halves, 
when he brings rain he brings big rain. The astrological texts on weather 
forecasting refer directly to the opening of the gates of heaven’ before 
the Flood in their testimonies on heavy rain. 

More than that, however, for 4 is also associated with the rainbow. 
The imagery here is perhaps most clearly seen in the picture of the rain- 
bow bridge that leads to Valhalla in Norse myth, but the concept is ever 
the same: \ is the builder of the bridge from human to Divine. Most par- 
ticularly, the rainbow, which is the reminder of God's covenant, is that 
most fortunate of all things: the promise that there is redemption after the 
Fall. 

The treatment of water in the tradition is somewhat different from 
what we might expect today. Water is seen less as the pure and vital stuff 
we get from a tap or bottle than as the tempestuous destructive stuff that 
obstructs the passage from land to land—hence the phlegmatic tempera- 
ment, with its strong and unfocussed desire nature (shown by o’ being 
ruler of the water triplicity) being traditionally regarded as the most diffi- 
cult of the four temperaments. The role of 4 is crucial, for it is what 
might be called ‘the 4 cycle that takes this destructive sea water up into 
the clouds from where it falls as the potable sweet water on which we 
depend for life. So also the other \ cycle’, whereby the praise which we 
render to the Divine swells the refulgence in the courts of Heaven, bring- 
ing increased blessings showering down to sustain us. 
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So it is that the 11 is the house of friendship. We English are very 
free with our use of the word friend; traditionally—and in other cul- 
tures—it is a treasure more closely guarded. The distinction in some 
languages between, for instance, tu and vous goes part of the way to 
showing the difference. But at its root, my friend is someone who 
helps me out of good-feeling towards me. It is not just someone with 
whom I share a cup of tea and a chat from time to time. Least of all is 
it someone whose company I enjoy but who leads me into bad habits. 

Friendship, then, is a mundane reflection of this covenant of re- 
demption after fall. Indeed, we might on a more immediate level see 
the capacity to forgive as one of the marks of a true friendship. This is 
friend-ship as Cicero's one good thing’: the channel of benevolence into 
my life. 

A particular benevolence that many of us dream of being directed 
into our life is a handsome win on the lottery, so as another example 
of this same underlying idea such unmerited winnings are shown by 
the 11" house. If I win no matter how huge a sum by outwitting the 
local bookmaker, the money I win is shown by the 8" house: my en- 
emy's money. It is large amounts won by chance—the lottery, pre- 
mium bonds or football pools—that fall into the 11". 

We see three different levels of profit here, for the 11” is the sec- 
ond house from the 10", and as such shows the King's money and my 
boss's money. In itself, as bounty dropping from the skies, as an ex- 
ample of the beneficence and compassion, it is ‘pennies from Heaven. 
It is also what is traditionally termed the gift of the King’: favor from 
high places. And, as the boss's money, it is my wages. 

All of these carry the theme of a lack of desert. We may share the 
writer's view that we are deeply deserving of a lottery jackpot, though we 
might find it hard to explain quite why. The gift of the King, as it is 
granted only from his mercy, must of necessity exceed our deserving. 
So, in the astrological view, must our wages. That we have them at 
all, that our farm does not blow to dust, is cause to be thankful— 
which returns us to 4. 

It is no coincidence that 4 and ¥ between them rule all four of the 
double-bodied signs. For, as Ibn ‘Arabi explains, these signs are those 
that show the return to the source from which we came, and our 
means of doing this is prayer, praise and gratitude: all of which, in 
their different ways and different levels, are shown by \ and 8. 

Although it may seem to have a connection with the idea of friend- 
ship, the common attribution of social organizations to the 11™ house 
must be refuted. This is one of the many errors that have been intro- 
duced to astrology through the simplistic formulae of the Alphabetical 
Zodiac, the theory here being that the 11" house equates with # 
which equates with ¥. 

Leaving aside the facts that there is no rational connection of X 


1" 
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with #, or of X with friendship, we need but point out that social or- 
ganizations are not relevantly connected with the concept of friend- 
ship as discussed above. Society, the undifferentiated others among 
whom I dwell and with whom I must deal, is shown by the 7 house; 
a club, where I may meet my chums, by the 5". So if I cast a chart 
about the merits of joining, say, a trades union, the 11" is not the 
place to look. If, however, my horary is about the wisdom of taking a 
job, the 11" will be extremely pertinent, as any affliction there is 
likely to have an adverse effect upon my pocket. 

If assessing the quality of friendships, whether it be a particular 
friendship in a horary or the general nature of the native's friendships 
in a birth chart, we would look at the ruler of the 11" house and what- 
ever planets are either in that house or casting their aspect closely to its 
cusp. We would like to see indications of stability, shown by fixed 
signs, indicating that friendships will last; the relevant planets in their 
essential dignities, giving friends of inner quality, and a good degree 
of mutual reception with the ruler of Ascendant, showing that the na- 
tive will get along with them. For I may, in principle, have the best 
friends in the world, but if I treat them with disdain, or am too disor- 
dered myself to appreciate their qualities, they will render me but lit- 
tle good. 

On a more abstract level the 11" covers such things as trust, hope 
and confidence. The 11" is the house of hopes and wishes. This is 
sometimes pertinent to judgment; mostly it is not. Too often student 
astrologers will try to find a happy answer to a horary by connecting 
planets to the lord of the 11" as a way of granting the wish; but this 
does not work. That someone has bothered to ask a horary shows that 
there is a wish—yet we cannot judge all questions by reference to the 
11" house. If the 7" house shows that Susie cannot stand me, it is no 
good my looking to the 11" in the hope that this might change her 
mind. 

The text-books do use this idea of the underlying wish behind any 
horary question by giving the 11" as the house to consider if the quer- 
ent refuses to divulge the nature of his question. The suggestion is 
that the question, whatever it might be, is treated as ‘Shall I obtain my 
wish? Any client who wanted to ask a question but refused to say what it 
was would get a very short answer from at least one astrologer. 

As the 2" house from the 10" it represents the kings advisors or 
aides. So if the Prime Minister is shown by the 10" house, his cabinet is 
shown by the 11". There is a clear distinction between his advisors 
and his employees. The cabinet is 2"* from the 10"; the person who 
sweeps up after its meetings is 6" from the 10": the servant of the 
king. 

In medical charts the 11" shows the lower portion of the legs, 
down to the ankles. We must exercise a little common sense here. 
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With the legs covering the whole chart from the 10°, or even the 9% 
house down to the 12" there is a great deal of space and not a lot of 
action. This is most of all apparent in the 11", if we take the texts too 
literally. If we restrict this house to the shins, we will never find it of 
use, unless we deal regularly with footballers or hockey players. 

The legs, as indeed the whole body, must he seen as a gradual de- 
velopment through the signs, not as a series of disparate chunks. So as 
the thighs start at the cusp of the 10", we can run through the house 
until we find the knees at its very end, or on the cusp of the 11". This 
satisfies both reason and experience. 

Following the Chaldean order of the planets, it is the O that is as- 
sociated with the 11". As is only fitting, for as the 11" shows the 
good things that descend to us from Heaven, so the O is the image of 
this endless, inexhaustible bounty permeating and sustaining the cos- 
mos. The O is in traditional terminology the Lord of Life’. It is on the 
O, both directly and, as its rulership of staple foods, such as cereals, 
makes clear, indirectly we rely. So, as shown for example in the 
prayer give us this day our daily bread, the concepts of © and \ are 
reconciled in the significance of this most fortunate of houses. 


The Twelfth House 


ORINUS GIVES A description of the last of the houses, the 
12", that makes it sound like the setting for a new episode of 
CM the adventures of Indiana Jones. It is, he writes, “the valley of 
miseries, which contains all the miseries of this Life, and also 

the House of the secret enemies, of the World, the Flesh and the Devil 
While the 6" and 8" houses might justly feel somewhat hard done by at 
being deprived of their fair share of the miseries of this Life, Morinus 
view that the 12" is not a nice place is clear, and is repeated as strongly 

if perhaps less colorfully in the writings of all the traditional authorities. 
Morinus explains exactly why the 12" is the dark den of sorrow and 
horror’. If we place the native at the point of birth in the chart—if, that is, 
we put him right on the Ascendant—he has a choice of two directions in 
which he may travel. He can follow the direction of the houses, traveling 
anti-clockwise around the chart, or he can follow the direction of the Os 
primary motion, traveling from the eastern angle up towards the Mid- 
heaven. The first of these, he says, is the way of ‘the Rational Appetite, 
whereby a man is carried by the Motion of the Planets in the way of De- 
scension and humility’, as shown by the downward motion thus involved. 
The other way is born of pride, of man's unnatural aspiring to the height 
of the Midheaven, and is therefore the way of the Sensitive Appetite’-— 
by which he means of course something rather baser than the ability to 

empathize with one's fellow man. 
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The connection with the story of the Fall is obvious, as overweening 
pride leads Man into the house of self-undoing. It is significant that this 
direction is that of the O's primary motion, which is our immediate indi- 
cator of the passage of time, the consequence of the Fall being our bond- 
age to the illusion of time, our days being numbered. We see here the 
importance of the association of the 12" with ‘the hatred, deceits, machi- 
nations, Treacherousness and Injuries of Enemies, especially Secret 
ones, for at the deepest level our secret enemy is the Tempter—the 
tempter who, for this is the house of self-undoing, resides within our- 
selves. 

On a more immediately practical level, the 12"-house enemy is usu- 
ally the unnamed and unknown person who plots against us. Even a thief, 
by virtue of the openness of his action, is found in the 7” house of open 
enemies. The secret enemy is the unknown tongue who spreads slanders 
in the office, or who takes strange delight in unpinning our best laid 
plans. 

The one named enemy who is found in the 12" is the witch. While 
witchcraft might seem to belong only to some bygone age, horary ques- 
tions on this subject are by no means rare, and by no means always from 
far-off cultures with different assumptions from our own. Sometimes 
these questions will be phrased in terms of witchcraft; sometimes they 
come in fashionable disguise: ‘psychic attack is the common modern 
phrase for the phenomenon. It must be made clear that the witch belongs 
in the 12" whether claiming to be white or black. As demonstrated by the 
unfortunate psychic knots into which horary clients have so often tied 
themselves through either dabbling in white witchcraft or associating too 
closely with those who dabble, the apparent distinction in color is largely 
illusory. 

In his chapter on 12" house matters William Lilly provides a handy 
recipe for dealing with witchcraft. The operator must follow the witch 
home, and then, before anyone else has entered the house, pull a handful 
of thatch or a tile from above the door. This is then boiled up with the 
victim's urine. This is one of the Master's techniques that I have not found 
it necessary to test. 

While it is convenient for us to apportion our difficulties to others, in 
most cases the more relevant meaning of the 12" is as the house of self- 
undoing—of the daft things we do to mess up our own lives, or, in tradi- 
tional parlance, of Sin. It is a common error among students of horary to 
attempt to drag the 11" house—‘hopes and wishes’—into any question, 
usually from a well-meaning desire to provide a positive answer. If I 
can't find a happy outcome from the houses concerned, maybe I can treat 
it as ‘will my wish come true? It is perhaps not being unduly cynical to 
suggest that such answers might more reasonably be found from the 12", 
as so many horary questions boil down to How can I make my life as 
difficult as possible?”, the seductions of ‘the World, the Flesh and the 
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Devil’ being endlessly alluring. 

That they are so is shown by the planet associated with the 12" in the 
Chaldean order that links, by way of the planets, the mundane houses to 
the celestial houses (or signs). Following this pattern round the chart 
from * in the first house, we find 2 governing the 12", providing the 
glamour that makes temptation so tempting. Without this association, our 
rational minds would have no difficulty in showing us just how unpleas- 
ant our favorite means of self-undoing really are. It is, then, to the twelfth 
that we would look for such things as electing a time to stop smoking, or 
to analyze why we persist in being drawn back into some behavior that in 
our more lucid moments we see as harmful. 

As we become trapped in our own habits of body or of mind, shown 
by the 12", so the more material means of entrapment are shown here: 
prisons, and other places of confinement. In horary charts cast on cases 
in criminal court, the main significator entering the 12" house is a 
strong indication that this person will (and the phrase brings us back to 
the root meaning of the 12", as shown by Morinus) serve time. 

The 12" is often associated with monasteries; but we need to be cau- 
tious here. In the past, packing some troublesome hussy off to a nunnery 
may have provided a comparatively benign form of imprisonment, and as 
such this act could rightly be taken as a 12"-house matter. If the monas- 
tery is seen in its true function as a house of prayer it belongs, however, 
to the ninth, the house that covers spiritual matters. It is just possible that 
we might look to the 12" if there were a choice between entering an open 
or a closed order; but we would hope that such a candidate would find 
better means of resolving such an issue than consulting an astrologer. 

The texts do tell us that the 12" is associated with monkery’ in mat- 
ters concerning the native's prospects for marrying or having children. 
This has more to do with the tendency to celibacy than with any religious 
vocation, however. 

A final nuance on this theme is given by the early writer Paul of Al- 
exandria. He tells us that the 12" is the house of childbed. The old term 
‘confinement makes the connection plain, and, following the order of the 
houses around the chart, from childbed we arrive immediately at the As- 
cendant, the point of birth. 

That the 12" cannot be seen from the 1* house—in technical lan- 
guage, the two houses do not behold each other—allied with its general 
indications makes it also the house of secrets. As might be expected, this 
meaning of the house is particularly evident in horaries on relationship 
matters, most of all when there is an affair. Unless there is a good reason 
for it being there—the partner is in prison, perhaps—finding his signifi- 
cator in this house is a strong sign that something untoward is going on. 

After all this sorrow, tribulation and affliction’ it is something of a re- 
lief to find that there is at least one meaning of this house without nega- 
tive implications. The 12" is the house of “great Cattle, as Horses, Oxen, 
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Elephants, etc’; of animals that are generically larger than a goat, or, as 
Abraham ben Ezra has it, which serve as a mount for man. 

I eagerly await my first horary on the subject of elephants, but ques- 
tions on horses do come up from time to time, as do elections for the best 
moment to buy a horse. Haly advises that we should judge the winner of 
a horse race from the 12". This, however, is only in the most particular 
circumstances. If it is my horse that is running, I will look to the ruler of 
the 12". IfI am using astrology to supplement my study of form, looking 
to the 12" will do nothing but empty my pockets. 

Even in what might seem to be a 12" house question, such as “Will I 
make money on the horses?’ we should not look to the 12" unless we are 
hoping to make a profit from owning a horse. As always, we must be 
careful to understand what is really being asked: the question here is 
Will I make money from gambling?" This is not—except when seen as a 
means of self-undoing—a 12"-house matter. 

As a general rule, finding, for instance, the significator of vocation in 
the 12" is unfortunate. In the specific context of “Will I succeed as a 
jockey, or race-horse owner, or lion tamer? this could be just what is 
required to give a positive answer. 


Tony Blair 


6:10 a.m. BST 
6th May 1953 


Edinburgh: $5NS7, 3W13 


Finding a significator in the 12" is usually unfortunate, as out of all 
the houses it is when here that planets find it most difficult to act, to 
manifest their potential. Placement in the 12" is a strong accidental debil- 
ity. This does not necessarily mean that all is lost, as although this is a 
debilitating position there are various ways by which a planet may still 
exert itself even here. 
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Chief among these are mutual reception and aspect. If a planet in the 
12" is in mutual reception with another that is more favorably placed, it 
can work through that other planet. We have all seen the movies: Mr. Big 
is locked up in prison and so cannot commit the crime himself, but 
through his associates (mutual reception) on the outside he can still ar- 
range for the job to be done. A close aspect can work almost as well, 
though some degree of reception between the two planets makes the con- 
tact significantly more effective. 

A good example of the way in which a 12" house planet can still act 
is seen in the nativity of Tony Blair. The ruler of his Ascendant, §, is 
shut away in the 12". This would usually be a negative testimony for any 
achievement in the world. Becoming Prime Minster is an achievement of 
some moment, so we would expect to find a way out for this trapped 
planet. 

Way out there is, through a powerful mutual reception with o’, placed 
exactly on the Ascendant—an excellent place from which to act. What 
we see here is that Mr. Blairs own nature—the Ascendant ruler—is kept 
well hidden, while he works through another planet that is in the place of 
the personal nature (the Ascendant). So we find a carefully cultivated 
public persona, while the real personality is as carefully concealed. 

There is an apparent contradiction between the accidental weakness 
of a planet in the 12" and the accidental strength that > gains when 
placed there, by being in the house of its joy. How can being in this 
house make a planet at once weaker and stronger? This seems to mani- 
fest as a sort of backs (*) to the wall (*) attitude: the gaining of strength 
through adversity. The army may not wish to be pushed back to the last 
citadel, but once it is there it is in a position from which it cannot easily 
be dislodged. 

Lilly states that > joys here for naturally » is author of mischief, and 
as ever the planetary joy shows us how the nature of the house tends to 
manifest in our lives, in this case as the confinement and restriction of 
either prison bars or the yet darker cell of our own bad habits and fool- 
ishness. But the planetary joys are also our guidebook on how to deal 
with the matters of the relevant house. The bodily part associated with 
the 12" house is the feet, with their proverbial readiness to hasten to do 
evil. That % joys here shows that we can either let our feet lead us where 
they will, into toils and limitation, or we can use the virtues of %, disci- 
pline and restraint, to guide them where we know they do well to tread. 
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VIRGINIA A. REYER 


OOKIE is not a nickname. His full name was Stanley Tookie 

Williams III. He was born to a 17-year-old mother at the Charity 

hospital in New Orleans on 29" December 1953. His father de- 

serted the family before Tookie was a year old. Tookie and his 
mother rode the Greyhound bus to California and moved to the im- 
poverished South Central Los Angeles neighborhood in 1959 
when he was 6 years old. Around his new home, the kids needed a 
fight or flight mentality to survive. He chose to fight; doing so often. In 
the early 1970's he co-founded the Crips, a gang that quickly became 
notorious. Tookie was the right-hand man of gang leader Raymond 
Washington, his good friend. He spent time lifting weights and showing 
off his powerful build. The Crips attacked and robbed people. In 1974, 
police report, there were 70 gang-related homicides in L.A. 


Tookie Williams 


7:45 am CST (rectified) 


29th December 1953 
29NS7, 90W04 


At about 10.30 p.m on 28" February 1979, Tookie robbed a 7-Eleven 
store. He fired into the video surveillance cameras before twice shooting 
26 year-old Albert Owens and stealing between $60 and $122. 

At approx. 5 a.m. on 11" March 1979, Tookie killed Robert Yang's 
family, his mother, father and sister and stole about $100 at the Brook- 
haven Motel. 
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Tookie was arrested in April 1979. He had planned to kill more peo- 
ple and blow up a bus. 

On 13" March 1981 Tookie was found guilty on all counts, including 
the murders. 

On 15" April 1981 he was sentenced to death. 

On 20" April 1981 he arrived on death row in San Quentin prison. 
While there he assaulted other prisoners and guards and was transferred 
to solitary confinement. From 19" October 1988 on he took his first steps 
to change for the better. During his solitary confinement he wrote nine 
books against violence and received several awards. He denounced his 
past actions and applied several times for clemency, all of which all de- 
nied. 

At 00.01 a.m. PST on 13" December 2005 he was executed by lethal 
injection at San Quentin prison. He was declared dead at 12.35 a.m. 

No birth-time being 
available, Tookie’s chart 
has been rectified to 
745 AM CST, 29" 
December 1953. 

o& and *% are at the 
Midheaven, in Tl. The 
deadly pair square 
TransPluto and _ sextile 
the 12" house ©. Their 
antiscion falls on the P- 
Vertex conjunction at 
the 8" Placidus cusp Tookie was a violent, murderous gang member. 

X o GU opposes the 6 Ascendant, with the ) squaring them in a cardi- 
nal T-square B's 8 is o Asc and this made him destructive, restless, fa- 
natical and cruel. The )'s Q in the 1 st house is o %’s &: he had to meet 
difficult challenges in growing up. 

The 19" degree of % rising gives forceful self-assertion and is always 
in danger of overstepping the limits of prudence. With both the O and 
the Ascendant in 4, he had a very determined character, commanding 
and forceful. With the Q close to the Ascendant, he dominated others. 
Born with 5 » Asc, Tookie experienced neglect, trauma and poverty in 
his childhood. He could have focused on healing others in an attempt to 
understand his own pain, but instead seems to have operated out of fear 
and the desire to be different. 5 «° ¥ made him less emotionally involved 
with others, he lacked empathy, and wanted to escape his past actions. 
X o° Asc can give a great deal of tension that affects the health. X o 8 
gives the ability to help others, but positioned in the 7" it can also be 
connected with gang rivalry. 

He had an antisocial outlook and imbedded habit patterns. »’s 8 is 
pessimistic, revengeful, bitter, and secretive; it creates hardship and can 
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bring disgrace, misfortune and imprisonment. The combination of 
the lunar Q and the % % made teamwork difficult for him; Tookie 
was unfeeling and unsympathetic. ¥ squares these Qs; his conduct was 
disharmonious in his environment. 

P’s antiscion at the IC can be related to the disappearance of his 
father. The IC is also conjunct Hamal, a star that is associated with 
violence and domestic problems, shows a need for regeneration in the 
domestic life. His father’s disappearance brought about a crisis in 
Tookie’s young life and led to the subsequent move to the violent envi- 
ronment of south LA. 

The © in the 12" house is with Facies, a star that inhibits emotions, 
shows limitations and notoriety. 

Tookie's wife Bonnie Williams, the mother of his son Travon, di- 
vorced Tookie before the killings—X in the 7". 

His son Travon has been convicted of murder, shooting a twenty- 
year-old woman to death in an alley in Hollywood. He has been sen- 
tenced to 16 years in prison. Another son Lafayette Jones, is a registered 
sex offender. ¥, ruler of Tookie’s 5" house of children, is in his 12" 
house, in debility in ~, with its depositor, 4, similarly ill deposed, retro- 
grade in [[—the mutual reception by sign between § and \ is not at all a 
positive relationship. 

While in prison Tookie did much to stop gang violence, he co- 
authored anti-gang children's hooks, developed a peace process and was 
nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize. In 1988 there was a sudden, posi- 
tive turn in his life that gave him a strong sense of purpose, which can be 
associated with the parallels of declination between 44, ¥ and P. 

Despite many highly publicized protests and after his appeals had 
been rejected by the Governor of California, Tookie Williams was exe- 
cuted at 00.01 AM PST on 13" December 2005 at San Quentin Prison in 
California. There was a problem with the second injection into the left 
arm, so that he was not declared death until 00.35 am. His body was 
cremated. His ashes will be scattered in Africa. 
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Where is my 
Pirates of the Caribbean CD? 


RUTH BAKER .1astrol., 0.H.P., CMA 


HE EFFICIENCY and power of horary astrology is truly amaz- 
ing. I once lost a gold watch when I was studying horary with 
my first teacher, Olivia Barclay. After drawing a chart for the 
query “Where is my gold watch?” I found it within minutes. 
However, on proudly submitting my analysis to Olivia, she sternly 
pointed out a glaring error that I had made in the chart. I was somewhat 
dashed, but she added kindly “I'm glad you found your watch though.” 
Here is another chart about a lost item, which produced an equally 
quick result—minus chart error, I hope. 


Where is my 
Pirates CD? 


6:25 AMGMT 


4th October 2005 


SUNAS, IE09 


6:25 am. GMT, 4" October 2005; 51N48, 1E09 


My husband asked this question because he had lost a CD he had pur- 
chased in Stockholm a few weeks earlier. He had no idea whether he had 
mislaid it in Stockholm, lent it to our daughter who lives there, or 
brought it home to England. I suggested that he might also have no idea 
whether he had actually bought it, whereupon he produced the receipt 
and asked the horary question “Where is my Pirates of the Caribbean 
cD?’ 
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There is no planetary hour agreement, but the ruler of the 2" house of 


the querent's possessions is o’, the hour ruler. Also o is the natural sig- 
nificator of pirates’. 


Essential Dignities 
Sign | Exalt | Trip | Term | Face 

{o) g % sd y Ly Fall 

> Q > > g 4 | Peregrine 
g g % » g ars 

g cv 2 cv g g Detriment 
v g >) g o y Detriment 
y g % % os 4 

% Oo S (} g » Detriment 
(3) 2 i) % g y 

o& day & hour 


) from & Q & o O, applying to o & 


My husband, as querent, is signified by the Ascendant ruler, 2, and 
the ) is his co-significator. The lost CD is represented by the 2" house 
ruler o and also by the natural significator of the CD, ¥ (communica- 
tion). The ) can also represent a lost article. 

Was the CD left in Stockholm? No, because %, the natural ruler and 
ruler of the 9" house is in the first house together with the ), indicating 
that the CD was brought home and that it is close by, in the querent's 
own house. Also @ is in the 1". As the wife of the querent, the turned 2°* 
house (radical 8") position of o’ shows that it is amongst my things. My 
husband had already hinted that because I usually empty the suitcase 
when we come home, it followed logically that I had somehow spirited 
the CD away! 

Going by Lilly's directions on page 204 of Christian Astrology, 1 
found that the emphasis was on the south-west with an element predomi- 
nance of earth and air, so I thought that the CD would be off the ground 
but not too high up. Our drawing room is due south-west, but the only 
personal things of mine in the room were three books lying on top of a 
low cabinet. On moving the books I happened to glance behind the cabi- 
net and saw a CD lodged between it and the wall. Sure enough it was the 
missing one. The ) separates from ¢ © and applies to a conjunction with 
&%, thus bringing the light of the O to the lost CD. % is Under the O's 
Beams, which accounts for the CD being hidden from view. The ) 
reaches & in less than two and a half degrees. It took me just about that 
length of time (minutes!) to locate the CD. Yet instead of opening his 
eyes in wonder my husband said triumphantly, 
“There, I knew you had it all the time!” 


' William Lilly. Christian Astrology, p. 629. 
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What’s wrong with my car? 
Why won’t it start? 


SHIRLEY GRAY 


HIS WAS my first attempt to solve a problem with horary, and 

demonstrates the wisdom of hanging onto one’s charts. Not 

only did it help in resolving the immediate situation, it antici- 

pated the answer to a question that would not be raised until 
some years later. 


What's wrong 


with my car? 


3:35 pm EST 
Ist January 1981 


42N31, 83W09 


) from * to (¢ X) void of course. 


I asked this question on a wintry New Year’s day in 1981 at Royal 
Oak, Michigan, after discovering that my car would not start. The 
chances of getting road service on a holiday were slim indeed. That left 
horary astrology, a subject which was fairly new to me and on which I 
owned a total of two books. I noted the time and cast the chart, a slightly 
more time-consuming chore in the era of B.S. (before software). 

Upon consulting my two sources, I discovered they were at odds as to 
which house a question on cars should be addressed. Barbara H. Watters 
in her Horary Astrology and the Judgment of Events was unequivocal in 
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assigning cars, the everyday, taken-for-granted means of transportation 
for Americans, to the third house and Mercury. However, my other au- 
thority, Ivy Goldstein-Jacobson, in Simplified Horary Astrology, judged 
the automobile to be a movable (although not in this instance) possession 
ruled by the second house. I was in no position to judge the matter. 

The chart (Placidus cusps) has II rising. Question ruler % in 8" is in 
too-close proximity to 3“-ruler ©, the condition known as combustion, 
describing my unease over the disabled car accurately enough. The ), 
ruler of function and perhaps the car, is void of course. @ is on the unfor- 
tunate 29th degree. Clearly, this is no chart for an amateur. 

Having no alternative, I attempted to read the chart. » so strongly 
dignified (26 points in the Lilly system) must hold the key to the puzzle. 
Besides having rulership of the house of death, it governs lead and things 
made of the metallic element; heavy, black things such as batteries. Is a 
dead battery the problem? 

Then a light went on. O is on the degree of the Qs, and the )’s Q in 
3" is telling me to call my brother. So, too, is the O, ruler of the plane- 
tary hour and £2 on the third cusp, my brother’s natal rising sign. Later I 
would realize that the question Ascendant falling opposite my natal Mid- 
heaven degree of 20° ~ is on the Part of Brethren. 

Upon learning that the motor would not turn over, brother suggested 
it might be time to replace the battery. Doubtful, I said. It was fairly new. 
He asked if I had cleaned the battery terminals recently. Who, me? He 
insisted that it was a simple matter and instructed me on how to go about 
it. So, table knife in hand, I went back to the garage, opened up the hood 
of the car, located the black box, and set about scraping the accumulated 
grime off the battery posts. When I put the cables back in place and 
turned the key in the ignition, voila!, she started. 

Sun, ruler of the house of brothers as well as communication, also 
rules the end of the matter. My problem was solved with the help of my 
brother some distance away via a telephone call. 

Several years later, he obtained his birth record from the state public 
health department. At that point, we learned that his recorded birth time 
was 2:30 p.m., not 3:00 as we had believed. That moved his birth Ascen- 
dant from 9° Q back to 3° 24” , two degrees from the Placidus 3" cusp, 
or within 30’ of that cusp for a chart cast in Regiomontanus. 


49 


The Telephone Rang Five Times 


ERIC J. WEIL 


OWADAYS we possess technical means that allow us to make 

astrological investigations that could only be dreamt about 

thirty years ago. The telephone answering machine is one such 

example. It permits us to know the exact time when somebody 
called during our absence. This gave me the idea to try to investigate if it 
was possible to determine something about the kind of person who had 
called, taking into account the time when the person phoned. 


First Call 


12:00 pm GMT 


29th June 2005 


46N12, 6E08 


First call: The first horoscope I calculated was for a call that arrived 
on 29" June 29 at 2 p.m. (noon GMT). For this research I always use the 
time when the call came in, and not, as we usually do it in horary astrol- 
ogy, for the time we read a letter, etc. In the present case it is the moment 
where the client makes the call that is important. 

According to the message on the machine it was the call from a 
friend, proposing to go out one of these evenings to have dinner together. 
In principle it is 11 house that is implicated. This house is in the sign of 
£2, while the O, ruler of £2, is in &, and the ), its dispositor, is in T. Ob- 
serving the aspects at the moment of the call, we can see that the ) is in + 
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¥ with an orb of only 12’. This call represents the perspective of some- 
thing pleasant, a nice evening, which is confirmed by the presence of X, 
the ruler of the 5" house (#«), in H, whose dispositor is fully implicated 
in the above mentioned aspect. 

There are two other elements that are relevant here and which further 
describe the situation. The cusp of the 11" house is trine to the true lunar 
Q at 19°18' T, (the mean Q is at 18°49' T). And there is the close 2 0 2 
with an orb of only 22'. If we consider as the significator of the person 
who called—it rules the rising sign—we see that she is not alone. This is 
perfectly correct, as she lives with one of our longtime friends. 


Second Call 
1:30 pm GMT 


29th June 2005 


46N12, 6809 


Second call: Exactly 90 minutes a second call arrived. Here there is 
a complete change of the atmosphere. It is of course clear that the planets 
have, except for the ), practically not moved. However, the Ascendant 
has continued its way and is now at 27°13' =. During the first call, this 
point was at 10°21' of the same sign 0° o’, but this is very important, it 
was an opposition to a planet in its domicile. In the second case however 
the Ascendant is in exact square to 4. Two supplementary elements ren- 
der this position particularly negative. » is badly placed in the sign of @ 
and the Ascendant is applying to the square. The ruler of the 1* house is 
in 9", which can signify that the caller is presently in a foreign country, a 
fact that is confirmed by the presence of the ruler of the intercepted 3 in 
the 9", 

The client had left a message on the answering machine. She is 
abroad in a desperate commercial situation and sees no positive result 
possible. She is, as she expresses it, “at her end.” 
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The O, the 10" ruler, is in & in the 9" house and it is moving too 4 
in the 12". This seems rather negative. But there is an indication that the 
problems could ease. The sequence of planetary aspects from the 9" 
house starts with the © O \4, continues with the difficult % 0 As, but it 
ends on a positive note with the $ ¢ Q. 

The client never called back. I can only suppose that when she re- 
turned to Switzerland the situation calmed down and the consultation 
with the astrologer was no longer needed. 


Third Call 


1:50 pm GMT 
7th July 2005 


46N12, 6£09 


Third call: On July 7, 2005 at 3:50 p.m. (1:50 p.m. GMT) we re- 
ceived another call. In this anonymous call it is ¥ o the cusp of the 4" 
cusp, the IC, which is highly interesting. The person who called wanted 
to remain completely hidden for no message was left. But the horoscope 
gives some indication of the probable reason of the call. The Ascendant 
is at 6°47' Tl. and o’, the ruler of Tl, is near the cusp of the 6” house. I can 
therefore deduce that the caller wanted to speak to me for commercial or 
health reasons as the 6th house is the one concerning work and sickness. 
Was the caller a man or a woman? Here also a deduction can be tried. 
The closest aspect at the time of the call is a sextile from 0 to the angular 
¥ with an orb of only 11'. ¥ dominates the situation through its conjunc- 
tion with the IC and it is in the masculine sign of #. 0’, ruler of the ra 
house, is in T, also a masculine sign. It is therefore most likely that the 
caller was a man. 
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Fourth Call 


7:15 pm GMT 
Nth July 2005 


46N12, 6609 


Fourth call: On July 11, 2005 at 9:15 p.m. (7:15 p.m. GMT) another 
call was received. At that moment, the Ascendant was at 17°58' @ in 
very close aspect (trine) to the ) situated at 17°30' of Virgo. This is very 
important. Knowing the calling person’s horoscope, her natal Ascendant 
is in 17, connects her with the moment she made the call. There is yet 
even more to the appropriateness of % as the rising sign for the ruler of 
the Ascendant (*) is at 29°23' ©, and the caller’s natal Ascendant is at 
29°45' TI. 

Fifth call: On September 13, 2005 
I returned from a trip and found a call 
on the answering machine that had 
arrived at 5:18 p.m. (3:18 p.m. GMT). 
It was an order for a complete series 
of the magazine La Tradition which 
we publish, altogether 32 issues. 

The caller is represented by the 
Ascendant on 22°11' @ in trine to o%. 
The called person is signified by @ 
the sign on the cusp of the 7" house, 
by the ) as the sign ruler, as well as 
by % which is located in the 7". The ) is on 19°13' Capricorn and, is it 
really a coincidence, in sextile to my natal Ascendant at 19°32' H with an 
orb of only 19". 

Most important is the conjunction of o' with the ® at the 4" house 
cusp. The © is always a very important factor in a horoscope. The exact 
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Fifth Call 


3:18 pm GMT 
13th September 2005 


46N 12, 609 


midpoint between o’ and @ is at 20°45' 5 and it is exactly there where 
we find the IC (orb 3’). 

The ) separates from a trine to ¥ (the person being called, me, had 
made a trip) and is going to form a trine to the © in the 8", the 2" house 
from the 7". There is some money to come. 

There is still the trine from 0’ to the O to consider. o represents the 
3" house (in T) which corresponds, as we well know, to various writings 
and publications. 

Further study will show that Jupiter is at the end of 8" house and the 
) will later make a square to that planet. This simply represents the ex- 
penses that will be connected to the transaction (commission to the in- 
termediary) but not changing the fact, that it is an interesting deal, as the 
), ruler of the 7" house, is not only in trine to the © but also to o’. 

These few examples show that the moment of a call can very often 
provide interesting details about the caller. 
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Major Earthquakes 
Usually Accompany 
Solar Eclipses 


NICOLE GIRARD 


HE DEVASTATING earthquake in Kashmir on 8" October 

2005 was South Asia’s strongest quake in a hundred years. 

Coming just five days after a solar eclipse, it killed am esti- 

mated 73,000 people, injured at least 60,000 and left some four- 
million people homeless. The causal connection between the solar 
eclipse and the earthquake is one I have observed many times in my ten- 
year study of eclipses. 


Solar Eclipse 


10:28 am GMT 
3rd October 2005 


34N, 75E 


At the time of the prior solar eclipse (see Figure 1), the O was sepa- 
rating from * », applying to 4 ¥, receiving a semisquare from , and in 
the same sign as the 30 4. In previous articles in Considerations, I have 
described how the triggering of the solar aspects present at the time of 
the eclipse very often coincides with major seismic activity. This was 
again so at the time of the Kashmir quake, for the © had moved on to 
exactly 4 ¥ and the ) was applying to sextile the close O o 83. 

The conditions for an earthquake in Figure 2 are the following: 
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X located in the 4" house (the underground) and ruling the Ascendant 
by exaltation relates to the earth being broken apart and the unexpected 
destruction of many towns and villages. 


Figure 2 


Kashmir Earthquake 


3:50 am GMT 
8th October 2005 


ries. o’ opposing the Ascendant from Tl, the sign of its Fall, is a deadly 
aspect. 

%, the most elevated planet, is in the sign of its fall, and is specifically 
in 9° © LE, which Janduz symbolizes as a catastrophic degree: “Death 
comes to take away a man but finds he is already hanging from a tree.” 
By tradition, a slow-moving planet in 9° Q is a sure indicator of numer- 
ous casualties. 

Finally, » is ° ¥ in the 3“ house, where it is responsible for land- 
slides and is, with 4, the co-depositor of ¥, the planet that must be asso- 
ciated with the breaking apart of the earth. 

But why did this devastating earthquake occur where it did? Why in 
Pakistan? 

There is always a relationship between a country’s constitution and its 
subsequent fate. 

In his Book of World Horoscopes, Nicholas Campion gives two key 
charts for Pakistan. 

Figure 3 is the chart for the Independence of Pakistan in 1947. Note 
the position of 4 in 19° Tl. opposing the Ascendant, the same horizon 
present at the moment of the earthquake, just in an opposite direction. 
This alone tells us that 4 either symbolizes Pakistan’s partners or its ene- 
mies. \’s wide conjunction with the notoriously malefic & confirms the 
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direction it will go: 4 will tend to symbolize the country’s enemies. 


Figure 3 


Pakistan 
Independence 


4:30 am GMT 


14th August 1947 


Karachi: 24NS2, 67E02 


The meaning of % ¢ \ in the 8" house of the eclipse chart, cast as is 
Figure 1 at the earthquake’s epicenter, is now clearly understood. §¥ is 
the standard indicator of children. % ¢ \ signifies the loss of so many 
young people in the quake. “A generation is lost,” mourned a Pakistani 
minister. At the time of the earthquake children of school age were in 
school. They were crushed when the school buildings collapsed. Fully 
half of the dead were school children. 

Transit > at 9° Q had only recently arrived in the 4" house of Figure 
3. It was applying to the 1947 position of » ¢ P (an aspect also present 
in the same-day’s independence chart of India, which also suffered many 
deaths from this same earthquake)— » in the sign of its fall is analogous 
to a wall that falls and kills. 

The other horoscope for Pakistan is illustrated in Figure 4. 

The 12" degree of = that was rising when Pakistan became a republic 
in 1956 is being transited by the © at the October 2005 solar eclipse. 
This is also very close to the eclipse itself in the 11" degree of =. 

At the time of the earthquake the ) was closely aspecting this same 
Ascendant degree, and was also conjunct the republic’s Q. 

¢ in Figure 4 is elevated in the 16" degree of 4, which is the place of 
the © at the moment of the quake. When we remember that the position 
of the @ is always due to the positions of the O, ) and Ascendant, we 
appreciate that the © concentrates great astral energy onto whichever 
natal position it transits at any given time. Here it is natal o’, the angular 
tuler of the republic’s Ascendant, that is being transited and which has 
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become the focus of the combined power of the transiting O, ) and ris- 
ing degree. It is no wonder that so much death and violence occurred in 
Pakistan rather than in India or in other places thereabout. 


Figure + 


Pakistan 
Republic 


2:05 am GMT 
23rd March 1956, 


Astrological indicators like those detailed above seem to call for 
events of this nature. Are they perhaps an effect of karma? The word 
Karma comes from the Sanskrit KRI = creation. Our karma results from 
our own actions. It does not require the presence of an avenging god; 
rather it is akin to a physical law: from action comes reaction. 

These horoscopes are the results of the violence that followed Paki- 
stan’s separation from India in 1947. The first nuclear test of 28" May 
1998 (see the excellent article by Rosemary Sugerman in Considerations, 
XXX-111) occurred with the same horizon, 12° =-T, as that shown in 
the chart at Figure 4. The same degree area that was stimulated by the 
south-nodal solar eclipse of 3“ October 2005. 

Is it that the violence with which Pakistan became a republic and 
which it manifested with its atomic testing the action that is now being 
reacted to in the form of this violent earthquake? What do you think? 
Violence calls for violence. 

Land the public know 
What all schoolchildren learn, 
Those to whom evil is done 
Do evil in return. 
September 1, 1939 
by W. H. Auden 
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The Eclipse Season & the Major Earthquakes 


Eclipse Earthquake | Earthquake Earthquake details 
date date Location 
3 Oct 2005 8" Oct Kashmir 7.6 magnitude. 
O44, 813° 
8" Apr 2005 28" Mar North 8.2 magnitude. 
Sumartra Os T,Q22°T 
14™ Oct 2004 23 Oct Honshu, Japan 6.6 magnitude. 44 dead. 
Oom, 82m 
19® Apr 2004 None 
23" Nov 2003 17" Nov Alaska 7.8 magnitude. 
© 24° M, Q 29° S: 
31° May 2003 21° May Algeria 6.7 magnitude. 
Oo, 2298 
31" May 2003 26" May East Japan Both 7.1 magnitude. 
& Indonesia O41, Q29d 
4™ Dec 2002 None 
10" June 2002 22™7 Jun West Iran 6.5 magnitude. 261 dead. 
© 0G, Q17-S 
14™ Dec 2001 None 
21" June 2001 23? Jun Peru coast 8.4 magnitude. 138 dead. 
02GB, 26S 
25™ Dec 2000 1* Jan Mindanao 7.5 magnitude. 
© 10°46, 815° 6 
25" Dec 2000 9 Jan Vanuatu Is- 7.1 magnitude. 
lands O 19° 6, 815° 6 
25" Dec 2000 10" Jan Kodiak, 7.0 magnitude. 
Alaska O 20° 6, 815° 6 
25 Dec 2000 13™ Jan Salvador 7.7 magnitude. 853 dead. 
© 23° 6, B15° 6 
5" Feb 2000 None 
31" July 2000 o Aug SE Japan 7.3 magnitude. 
© 14° 2, 24° @ 
1* July 2000 None 
16" Feb 1999 6" Feb Santa Cruz 7.3 magnitude. 
Islands © 16° Th, &3 22° ww 
16" Feb 1999 11" Feb Afghanistan 6.0 magnitude. 70 dead. 
© 21° we, 05 22° sow 
11 Aug 1999 17" Aug Turkey 7.6 magnitude. 17000 dead. 
O 23° 2, Q12° 82 
26" Feb 1998 None 
22" Aug 1998 17° Aug Bonin 7.1 magnitude. 
Islands © 26°82, Q 1° T 
9™ Mar 1997 27" Feb Pakistan 7.1 magnitude. 60 dead. 
© 9°H, B 28° 
9 Mar 1997 28" Feb Armenia 6.1 magnitude. 1100 dead. 
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© 9° H, 828° H 
Eclipse Earthquake | Earthquake Earthquake details 
date date Location 
9° Mar 1997 19” Mar Pakistan 4.9 magnitude. 15 dead. 
© 28° H, 03 28° H. 
1° Sep 1997 None 
17 Apr 1996 16" Apr South Fiji 7.2 magnitude. 
Islands O26 T, 817 T 
12 Oct 1996 None 
29 Apr 1995 21" Apr Philippines 7.2 magnitude. 
OS, USS 
29" Apr 1995 3” May Philippines 7.1 magnitude. 
© 14°5, B5°U 
24" Oct 1995 6" Oct Sumatra 6.8 magnitude. 84 dead. 
© 18020 
24 Oct 1995 9 Oct Jalisco 8.0 magnitude. 49 dead. 
Mexico O 16° +, Q 26° = 
24™ Oct 1995 18" Oct Ryukyu 7.1 magnitude. 
Islands © 24° *, Q 26° = 
24" Oct 1995 21" Oct Chiapas 7.2 magnitude. 
Mexico O27 =, Q26° = 


As an eclipse can only occur when a New Moon is within 15° of ei- 
ther the Q or the &3, the eclipse season occurs at six month intervals when 
the © approaches the draconic axis. It is usually during the eclipse sea- 
son that major earthquakes occur. The following lists the solar eclipses 
and the associated major earthquakes that occurred within each particular 
eclipse season, 1995-2005. 

Of the last 24 solar eclipses only six of them were not accompanied 
by a major/killer earthquake in the two weeks before or after the eclipse 
or with a longitude difference between the O and Q/3 of less than or 
equal to 15°. These six can each be associated with seismic disturbances 
but they were classified as only strong or moderate quakes and did not 
kill anyone. 

Eighteen of the twenty-four, two-thirds of them, were accompanied 
by major/killer earthquakes that occurred during the eclipse season. 

As the twenty-four solar eclipses that occurred between 1995 and 
2005 can be associated with twenty-nine major or killer earthquakes, we 
can state that during the eclipse season there is a greater risk that there 
will be a noteworthy earthquake than at any other time of the year. 
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The London Bombs 
& Azimuth Astrology 


AXEL HARVEY 


N HIS article "Bombs & floods" (Considerations XX 4, 62-80), 
Ken Gillman points out the connection between a presumed 
French anarchist's attempt to destroy the Greenwich meridian in 
1894—the first bombing in London by a foreign terrorist—and 
the bombings of 7" July 2005 on three Underground trains and a bus that 
caused 56 deaths and injured hundreds of passengers. 

The data of the two events: 

(a) Martial Bourdin, presumed to be a French anarchist, kills himself 
(in all likelihood unintentionally) while trying to blow up the meridian 
marker of the Royal Greenwich Observatory; the time is noted by obser- 
vatory employees: 15" February 1894, 16:51 GMT, 51N28.6, longitude 
nil. 

(b) Four young men kill themselves with bombs, three in the London 
Underground and one on a bus; the first explosion (out of three nearly 
simultaneous initial bombings) probably occurred a few yards east of the 
Liverpool Street station: 7" July 2005, 8:50 BST, 51N31.1 0W04.7. 

Zodiacal points shared by the two events are certainly suggestive: the 
degree of the Greenwich bombing's © exactly setting at the moment of 
the 2005 explosions’, the 1894 ¥ on the IC of the 2005 event, the 2005 ¥ 
transiting the 1894 ¥ within 13', along with other similarities. 

A strong relationship between these two moments can also be seen in 
celestial maps projected on the horizon rather than on the plane of the 
Zodiac. Furthermore, maps on the horizon show the kinship of the 1894 
bombing to violent events that occurred in London during the last third 
of the 20" century. 

Azimuth astrology 


The Zodiac has ever been the main bearer of astrological symbolism. 
Yet other planes—notably the Equator, the prime vertical, and the hori- 
zon—as well as projections defining various house systems, have yielded 


' Gillman used a time of 8:51 BST for the Underground bombs. Since practi- 
cally all published reports place the first explosion between 8:49 and 8:51, I 
have assumed a time of 8:50 BST. This makes the difference between the Ob- 
servatory bombing © and the 2005 bombing Descendant 10’ instead of 0'. On 
the other hand, the difference between the Observatory bombing X and the 2005 
bombing IC is now 5’ instead of 10’. 
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valuable insights whenever trouble was taken to study them.’ For my 
part, I have been supplementing the usual charts with horoscopes on the 
horizon, i.e. in azimuth, for almost thirty years. 


628° i] 
Greenwich Bomb \° 227 @|20" 


(Zodiacal) 


The horizon is conceptually the simplest astronomical circle: every- 
one knows where it is, whereas even veteran astrologers hesitate when 
asked to step out on a cloudy day and locate the Zodiac. Paradoxically, 
azimuth astrology has seemed "complicated" because the numerical la- 
bels it assigns to record the position of each planet (not only the main 
angles) change according to every small difference of sidereal time or 
geographic latitude. The necessary calculations have obscured the sys- 
tem's essential simplicity. Computers should have done away with this 
difficulty, but for various reasons they have not? 


? Early in the life of this journal Maurice Poulin wrote about Nostradamus's use 
of equatorial astrology (Considerations I 2, "Stellar Astrology and the 
Nostradamus Code", 33-46). This is not only a historical curiosity: whoever 
pays close attention to declination is still working at least partially in equatorial 
space. Similarly, astrologers who use primary directions related to a specific 
way of dividing the local sky are working in Placidian space, Campanian space, 
or a similar concept. 

One reason is that students, even in the midst of the digital revolution, are not 
taught to distinguish between procedures and concepts. They are instructed in 
software manipulation—just as they were once told how to use an ephemeris— 
Iinstead of being well grounded in geometry. There are other reasons: a domi- 
nant trend in the 1960s and 1970s, which might be called "psycho-symbolic", 
harbored a Barbie-like belief that "Math is hard"; a more recent trend, the re- 
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What are these numerical labels? They are azimuth (which measures 
360° around the horizon just as zodiacal longitude measures 360° around 
the ecliptic) and its transverse coordinate, altitude (which measures 
height above or depth below the horizon just as celestial latitude meas- 
ures distance north or south of the ecliptic). Suppose you face the ) ris- 
ing precisely on the horizon, and then turn 29° to the right, lift your gaze 
upwards by 36°, and find yourself staring directly at 4. Then the arc in 
azimuth between the ) and \ is 29°; the )'s altitude is 0 while \4's is 
+36°. Assuming we are near London, and the ) and 4 are both close to 
the ecliptic, then the two bodies will be forming a semi-square in the Zo- 
diac.* If the © is somewhere on the other side of the Earth and has alti- 
tude -36°, then the O and \ are in counter-parallel aspect. If o is visible 
and also has an altitude of +36°, then o’ and \ are in parallel. "Parallel" 
and "counter-parallel" are used for sake of brevity: here they should be 
understood as "parallel of altitude" and "counter-parallel of altitude.” 

Astronomers and navigators usually count azimuth in degrees from 
the north or south point on the horizon. However, for a number of sym- 
bolic and empirical reasons, I count azimuth from the point due west on 
the horizon. This point has the same azimuth as the Vertex in the Zodiac; 
in other words the west point on the horizon and the Vertex lie on the 
same vertical line, which happens to be the western branch of the prime 
vertical. Thus in the present context both the Vertex in the Zodiac and 
the point due west on the horizon can be called "the Vertex." This fol- 
lows simply from the fact that any two points lying on the same vertical, 
as seen from the birthplace, share the same azimuth (in this case, an azi- 
muth of 0°00'). Azimuth houses are separated by vertical boundaries at 
equal 30° intervals on the horizon. House I starts at the Vertex; degrees 
and houses in azimuth astrology are counted clockwise, so cusps II and 
III lie in the northwest quadrant, cusp IV coincides with the lower merid- 
ian, and so forth. 

Why start in the west and why proceed clockwise? While these details 
are not important for the analysis presented here (the same aspects would 
occur for the same events no matter how azimuth degrees were labeled, 
or where they began) they are an essential part of natal and mundane ho- 
roscopy in azimuth. The Vertex, first introduced by the great astrologer 


vival of ethnic and heritage astrologies, has brought us a welcome climate of 
erudition, intellectual challenge, and cultural perspectives; but it has discouraged 
experimentation due to a misplaced ideal of authenticity. 

“In general, if bodies A and B lie close to the Zodiac and are separated by zo- 
diacal aspect Z, their azimuth aspect will be less than Z when they are near the 
horizon and greater than Z when they are near the Midheaven. This is purely a 
projection effect. Even if A and B are fixed stars, the difference between their 
azimuths (i.e. their azimuth aspect) changes in the course of a day or indeed in a 
few minutes. The same is true of their altitudes. Azimuth maps are therefore 
highly "personal" in the sense of being highly time-and-place specific. 
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Edward Johndro,* appears to be the main pole of the prime vertical pair 
just as the Ascendant is the main pole of the Ascendant-Descendant pair. 
For example, the conjunction of 2 or + with the Antivertex (eastern end 
of the prime vertical) behaves more like an opposition than like a benefic 
conjunction. 

In natal astrology, clockwise azimuth houses seem to indicate the way 
in which the native intends to organize his or her life. Thus azimuth 
house III might show how the native wants to behave with siblings or 
what kind of neighbor the native desires, while conventional house III 
indicates what really happens between the native and the siblings, or 
what kind of neighbor turns up at the door. 

When it is useful to make the distinction explicit, I call azimuth 
measured clockwise from the Vertex "astrological azimuth.” 


Primary mundane directions 
in azimuth 


Primary Directions include all dynamic astrological techniques in 
which the primary sphere—the apparent sphere which bears stars and 
planets all the way around the globe in a sidereal day—is turned by a 
symbolic arc, usually around 1° per year. The simplest form of primary 
directions are the so-called mundane directions, in which the directed 
points (significators) are assumed to advance in the normal diurnal mo- 
tion. A direction contact occurs when a significator reaches a point in 
aspect with the position® of a natal planet (promittor). 

After some experimentation the most reliable arc for azimuth mun- 
dane primaries appeared to be one that I called the mirror arc. It is calcu- 
lated as follows: 

(1) Find the moment when the O, half a year before the date of the 
radix, was exactly opposed to the radical O. Call this moment the semes- 
trial epoch. (I have also tried to start from the date of the O's o° to radical 
© six months after the birthdate, but this gives less precise results.) 

(2) From the semestrial epoch, counting backwards at the rate of one 


5 Edward Johndro was born Edouard Gendreau on 30" January 1882 at 0:58:50 
LMT in Franklin Centre, Quebec, 45N02 73W55. This is deduced from birth 
maps of "The Author” published, without data, in his books. The birthplace 
sometimes given—Franquelin, Quebec—did not exist in the 19” century. 
Johndro died 11" November 1951 at 17:10 PST in San Diego. 

° position" means the position of a radical point expressed in the coordinate 
system used to situate planets in local space. This is usually Placidian space. In 
this case it is azimuth and altitude. Thus if there was a point at azimuth 7° in the 
radical map and a directed point reaches azimuth 127°, a mundane trine occurs. 
Zodiacal primaries are based on a quite different reasoning and are beyond the 
scope of this note. 
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mean solar day for every mean tropical year of real time, find the sym- 
bolic time corresponding to the desired date. 

(3) Find the ecliptic arc between the O's position at the semestrial ep- 
och and its position at the calculated symbolic time. Add this arc along 
the equator, starting from the true radical RAMC, to determine the di- 
rected RAMC to be used in computing directed positions. 


SOLAR ARC: 

Natural motion ARR RIREE 

from ©’s natal FO} 107 : 
SH Converse motion 

position. 


from the last 
prenatal OQ  O 


The diagram showing the difference between solar arc and mirror arc 
explains why I have chosen the term: mirror arc looks like a mirror im- 
age of its more conventional cousin. Of course the mirror image is cor- 
rect only within a rough margin of error. Seasonal variations and small 
irregularities mean that the two do not produce exactly the same result. 

For example, the longitude of the radical O at the moment of event 
(a), the Greenwich meridian bomb, was 27° #« 02' 25".’ The position of 
the © at the semestrial epoch was therefore 27° {2 02' 25", and this posi- 
tion corresponds to 19" August 1893 UT 21:05:20. Now event (b) oc- 
curred 111.38807 mean tropical years after event (a). Counting the same 
number of mean solar days backwards from the date of the semestrial 
epoch, one arrives at 30" April 1893 UT 11:46:31. The position of the O 
at that moment was 10° & 19' 34". The converse arc traveled by the O 
since the semestrial epoch is thus 147° 02' 25" - 40° 19' 34" = 106° 42' 
51" or 106.714...° This arc is added (in the forward direction) to the radi- 
cal RAMC to form the directed RAMC. 

Now in the map for the Greenwich meridian bombing ¥'s azimuth 
was 220° 21'. After the Earth had turned by 106.714°, its azimuth was 2° 
26'.' This is within 12’ of a sesquiquadrate aspect to radical E at 227938’. 


7 According to Jet Propulsion Laboratory's HORIZONS website, 27° #% 02! 
25.06596". Because my direction program uses input from astronomical sources 
giving slightly divergent results and introduces rounding errors of its own, the 
orbs calculated in the analysis of events can have an error of +1 arc minute. As 
mentioned in the text, such errors are not significant. 

5 since we are counting degrees clockwise from the Vertex in the west, azimuth 
220°21' means 40°21' south of due east. When the RAMC is advanced by 
106.714° (or the Earth tums by that amount, which comes to the same), the azi- 
muth of ¥ advances by 142°05'; this takes it 2°26" past the Vertex, or 2°26' north 
of due west. Note that azimuth advances quickly and altitude changes slowly 
when bodies pass the meridian; azimuth advances slowly and altitude changes 
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The meridian bomb 
& the event of 7th July 2005 
Here are the astrological azimuths and altitudes of the planets for 


event (a) along with the coordinates of the same planets when directed to 
the time of the 2005 Underground bombs. 


Radix Directed 

Azimuth Altitude Azimuth Altitude 
p) 194°08' +47°38! 355°22' +41°02! 
O° 335°59° + 2°41" 83° 37° - 50° 53° 
y 327° 41° 4+13°11 65° 59° - 44° 42° 
Q 342° 24° + 8°20° 86° 56° - 42°40" 
foi 13°47" - 41° 04" 166° 41° - 40° 46" 
y 249°09' +54°56' 14°34" +11°14' 
% 109° 58” - 44° 13° 209° 21° +12° 41" 
X 82°27" - 54° 24’ 199° 23° + 5°12” 
¥ 220° 21° +50° 48° 2° 26" +24° 44° 
e 227° 38° +42° 30° 356° 10° +17° 01" 
Q 304°54' +38°32' 39°12' = 20°57! 
¢ 10°16" - 38°10" 162° 21’ -43° 04" 
As 157° 49° saa Not directed 


Aspects within the radix are not especially dramatic, the closest tradi- 
tional one being the ) o® o’ within 21' in azimuth. This reinforces the 
loose ) ® o in the Zodiac, which is applying but out-of-sign with an orb 
of 4° 35'. Disasters typically show this pattern: there will be a zodiacal 
aspect involving a malefic, most often with a Light, which is not neces- 
sarily close; but the same two bodies will form a tight aspect in azimuth, 
or a parallel or counter-parallel of altitude. In any case the zodiacal as- 
pect is the same for the entire world and so cannot point to a particular 
place, whereas the azimuth-altitude relationship is rigorously tied to a 
specific moment and place. 

More significant perhaps is the presence of both o’ and © in the azi- 
muth 1* house.'° Keep in mind that the Vertex, and azimuth positions in 


quickly when bodies pass the horizon. 
° Charybdis is the name I prefer for the lunar apocentre, also called §, the Dark 
Moon, which has unfortunately had to share the name "Lilith" with a fixed star, 
an asteroid, and a fictitious satellite of Earth. It is the point where the ) is far- 
thest away from us and seems about to be swallowed by space, just as anything 
falling into the whirlpool Charybdis was swallowed by the ocean. I use the mean 
apocentre reduced to the ecliptic, assuming the mean inclination of the lunar 
orbit and applying nutation. In the Greenwich bomb map its zodiacal longitude 
is 5° ® 22’. Latitude is always 0. 

10 Because azimuth houses are equal on the horizon, a point with azimuth be- 
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general, inform us about intentions. So "desire to harm" is a plausible 
keyword interpretation here. The closest radical aspect is 0 biquintile 
Ascendant within 2', possibly a useful aspect for artists'' but also tending 
to put some physical energy in the service of illusions. Two other aspects 
have orbs under 12': ¥ + € (5') and ¥ Q € (11), both of them suggesting 
an unusual subservience to destructive urges. 

Semi-squares, quincunxes, quintiles, and bi-quintiles were ignored in 
the following study of direction aspects. 

It is by directing the 1894 map that we can see it is truly the radix for 
terrorist acts in London. The act of 7” July 2005, with its 56 deaths, 
killed more civilians in that city than any bombing since World War II. 
As one should expect, the direction aspects are worse than the radical 
ones for 1894. 

In the following direction analysis, the significator (directed point) 
always comes first and the promittor (radical point) second. 

The mirror arc from 15" February 1894 to 7" July 2005 is 106.714°. 
We have the following contacts with orbs under 10': ) a ¥ (21), D4 ov” 
(3), O # ¥ (5), $0 O (14, and ¢ 2 (3'). Expanding the orb to 12' we 
also have 2 # B (10') and ¥ @ P (12). 

Readers who compare the positions in the listing at the beginning of 
this section with the aspect orbs just given above will notice that the lat- 
ter are sometimes too big. Thus the listed direction azimuth of the ) 
makes a sesquiquadrate to radical ¥ within 1', not 2'; directed ¥ squares 
radical © within 0', not 1', and so on. The discrepancy is caused by 
rounding error. Where average orbs are discussed further on, rounded 
orbs were used in calculations rather than their exact equivalents. The 
resulting errors are insignificant. 

This awful web of aspects is unrelieved by any benefic contacts (as- 
pects with orbs over 20' were not recorded). 

Besides the importance of o and § in the radical map, and the in- 
volvement of ¥ in three of the seven direction aspects, the role of % is 
interesting. In the radix, its azimuth at 327°41' mimics the O's longitude 
of 27° #* 02°. Azimuth maps sometimes behave like instantaneous local 
Zodiacs where a planet's position—when labeling is done clockwise 
from the west—resonates with another planet's zodiacal longitude or a 
zodiacal transit. The fact that ¥ acts this way is a strong suggestion that 
the map is indeed "radical" in the old sense of being valid for judgment. 
The close directed square to © is an added hint.'* 


tween 0 and 30° is in house I. 
"! Tenth-harmonic contacts provide imagination about whatever is signified by 
the points in aspect. This is especially so in the Zodiac. 

* In the system of antiscion rulerships which I use, rulers are "set back" by one 
sign so the Lights govern the two northernmost signs [] and & (as suggested but 
not followed up by Ptolemy in Tetrabiblos, book I) and » govems the two 


67 


Harvey: London Bombs & Azimuth Astrology 


Hints and coincidences aside, can we demonstrate the connection be- 
tween the 1894 event and London bombings in general? Nothing is more 
treacherous in astrological research than the notorious early false posi- 
tive. Fortunately, Gillman's article included a list of terrorist acts in Lon- 
don, fifteen of which were fatal and took place after the Greenwich me- 
ridian explosion. I directed the 1894 map to all of these events; the re- 
sults are summarized in the Appendix to this note and speak for them- 
selves. 

Benefic aspects were included to show that they are overwhelmingly 
dominated by malefic aspects. The only case where benefic aspects out- 
number malefics is that of the Chelsea Barracks, 10" October 1981 (Ap- 
pendix, number 5), but it is worth noting that the two benefic aspects 
have orbs of 13' and 12' while the malefic one has an orb of 5'. 

Moreover, one might doubt that benefic aspects have the usual mean- 
ings here. The radix is not the birth chart of an individual or a foundation 
map of London. It is the map of the first bombing by a foreign terrorist. 
In that context, benefic aspects might indicate good opportunities for the 
terrorists, while malefic aspects would always mean that terrorists can 
terrorize. 

The following table compares the presence of malefic and benefic as- 
pects in the fifteen events. Of the 44 contacts with orbs less than 10' only 
six are benefic. Their average orb is smaller than that of the 38 malefic 
contacts, but this advantage disappears when larger orbs are admitted. 


Malefic Benefic % 
Orb Number | Average | Number | Average | benefic 
range orb orb 
<10’ 38 4.579” 6 3.333’ | 13.6% 
iD” 52, 6.442” ll 6.909" | 17.5% 
“S15? 63 7.746" 14 8.286’ | 18.2% 


Another way of estimating the relative value of malefic versus ben- 
efic aspects, and of azimuth directions in general, is to make a qualitative 
comparison according to the number of fatalities. One expects that the 
more casualties there are, the more malefic the aspects and the tighter 
their orbs. 

Four events listed by Gillman caused five deaths or more. The follow- 
ing table refers to the event numbers in the Appendix. Orbs up to 15' 
were admitted. 


southernmost signs. In this scheme ¥ governs 0 and Q, which happen to be the 
Midheaven and rising signs of the 1894 map. 
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Malefic aspects Benefic aspects 
Event | Deaths Number Average Number Average 
# orb orb 
15 56 7 5.143” 0 - 
6 ll 7 7.286" 1 1.900" 
7 6 3 7.000° 0 - 
2 5 4 9.000" 0 - 


Not only are benefic aspects virtually absent from the worst events, 
but the number of deaths seems to increase with the number of close ma- 
lefic contacts. 

Speaking of orbs, the use of large tolerances (above 5 arc minutes) in 
primary directions will be criticized by some readers. This is not the 
place for a discussion of a highly technical controversy. I will only 
comment that the matter is not simple. Aspects within large orbs some- 
times behave as if they reinforced each other, so a group of simultaneous 
loose aspects can have a stronger effect than one or two tight contacts. 


The missing 75 years & Jimi Hendrix 


At the end of his list of terrorist acts, Gillman writes: "Readers may 
wish to consider the reason for the 75-year gap between the third and 
fourth entry..." The third entry in question is the 1894 bombing; the 
fourth is dated 1971. Why did the Greenwich meridian event, which be- 
haves so well as a radix for callous bomb murders, lie dormant for so 
many decades? 

In the 1894 map, * lies under the Earth in conventional house III and 
azimuth house IV. % often has a concealing effect: I believe we should 
add "hiding" to the usual keywords of diminution, contraction, coldness, 
etc. This effect often results in a map's potential remaining hidden until » 
crosses a major boundary—either the horizon from obscurity to visibil- 
ity, or else the prime vertical from the northern to the southern hemi- 
sphere. In such cases the native or entity involved may suddenly appear 
to be afflicted in a way that was not suspected before. 

This is probably the reason for the long gap mentioned by Gillman. » 
crossed the Antivertex by direction after the RAMC had traversed an arc 
of 69.916°. By mirror arc this corresponds to 10" April 1967. The di- 
rected map for this date has », by definition, at azimuth 180° 00'. While 
the aspects are moderately malefic, ) makes two good contacts, trine 
itself and * 0’. % does not yet make a threatening aspect to any other 
planet. 

This finally occurs after a mirror arc of 73.285°, with % z P. The cor- 
responding date is 17" October 1970. 

However, no bombs are recorded in London around April 1967 or 
October 1970. A brief Internet search found two events close to those 
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dates, both involving Jimi Hendrix. The first, on the evening of 31% 
March 1967, was the initial guitar-burning episode of Hendrix's career. It 
happened in London and certainly made a huge impression. The relevant 
aspects by mirror arc were ) * 0’ (2'), > o° Vx (1), ¥2 ) GB), Ba $94, 
and Q setting (8'). 

Anyone familiar with the Hendrix story will have guessed what 
comes next. Hendrix, again in London, died on 1s® September 1970. If 
there is any connection with the bombing of the Greenwich meridian, it 
comes through the directed % 2 P within 4'. 

It might be a coincidence, or it might mean that Jimi Hendrix was a 
terrorist of another kind, or it might mean that some artists absorb and 
sublimate the forces of destruction. 


Appendix 


Terrorist events in London since the Greenwich meridian bomb listed 
by Kennet Gillman, Considerations XX 4, p. 67, where deaths have oc- 
curred. “Age & Mirror arc” in the 5" column is the time elapsed in mean 
tropical years since 15" February 1894, 16:51 GMT at the time of the 
event and the equivalent mirror arc in degrees. All events are assumed to 
have occurred at Noon GMT except for the last one, which is calculated 
for 8:50 BST. Integers in parentheses after each aspect are orbs in arc 
minutes. 

Aspects tallied were: conjunction, semi-square, sextile, square, trine, 
sesquiquadrate, opposition, parallel (\)) and counter-parallel (#) of altitude 
with orbs up to 15 are minutes. 


Event | Place Date Deaths Age & Malefic Benefic as- 
# Mirror are aspects”? pects 
1 Old og 1 79.05658 yr | $a I-VI (0) Dak Q) 
Bailey | Mar 1973 = 75.573° 26 P (11) 
cot (2) 
og a$q) 
H2¥ 6) 
Reo (6) 
0234) 
5 Guildford cg 5 80.63361 yr O12 @) None 
pubs Oct =77.083° Bo XI (12) 
1974 ae d(1) 
Qe (10) 
3 Hilton by 2 81.55081 yr 4K (10) o*) (11) 
Hotel Sep 1975 =77.961° ¥ 24s (7) ao (10) 
¥uP (14) 


' All € aspects are malefic. 
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Event Place Date Deaths Age & Malefic Benefic as- 
# Mirror are aspects pects 
4 House of 30" T 85.11557 yr Yeo X01) 3*¥OO) 
Com- Mar =81.378° OP (13) hy (14) 
mons 1979 Ong) 
or ¥ (10) 
X2%@) 
5 Chelsea To* 2 87.64814 yr 216) Day (13) 
Barracks, Oct = 83.808° Qa (12) 
1981 
6 Hyde 20" 11 8.42297 yr DX 6) 240) 
Park | July 1982 = 84.552 rising (13) 
HZB (7) 
#199) 
¥4$(13) 
90%) 
$443) 
7 Harrod’s 1 6 89.8329 yr 40 (13) None 
Dec 1983 = 85,907° 9206) 
1X) 
8 Mill Hill i T 94 45732 yr D1 ¥ (10) da) 
Barracks Aug = 90.355° Onda 
1988 o¢ VIC) 
Pe 2(il) 
9 Victoria 18* 1 97.00631 yr 210 (15) None 
Station Feb =92.811° $2 ¥ (10) 
1991 $r¥Q) 
10 St Mary 10™ 3 98.14802 yr S10 (1) Fem (13) 
Axe Apnl =93.912° ¥oX (15) 4*0.(0) 
1992 $a¢@) a ¥(5) 
1 Covent = T 9865453 yr 02% (15) None 
Garden Oct =94.401° 210 (6) 
toilet 1992 Me $(13) 
¥0K (10) 
£2) (15) 
T2 Bish- 24 1 9.18569 yr O00@) None 
opsgate | Apr 1993 = 94.913" S10 (14) 
Qa (12) 
o 24(8) 
o 4) (4) 
He £10) 
$0 VIO) 
B Dock- = 2 10198109 yr oa As (6) Yak (12) 
lands Feb =97612 a9 (13) 
1996 YoY ©). 
14 ‘Aldwych ge 1 102.00573 yr oo As (8) Dae (11) 
bus Feb =97.635° 408 (12) 
1996 YoY (5) 
15 Under- il 56 111.38807 yr Dav) None 
ground & | July 2005 = 106.714° dad GB) 
bus Orv) 
g00(1) 
2¥P (10) 
¥aP (12) 
£22) 


&é 
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Nested Time 
An Astrological Autobiography 
by Arthur M. Young, 2004 
Anodos Publications: 376 pages, 8% x 11” 
hard cover. $34.95; soft cover $18.95 
order from: www.arthuryoung,com 


RTHUR YOUNG was the inventor of the world’s first true 

helicopter—the first successful flight with wheel-type landing 

gear began at 3 p.m. on 30" July 1943 in Buffalo, New York. 

He was the author of several thought-provoking books, founder 
of the Institute for the Study of Consciousness, and for 47 years an avid 
student of astrology. He died in 1995 at the age of 89. 

In 1939 the same year that he discovered the principles that govern 
helicopter flight and invented the stabilizing bar, the most important of 
his many discoveries, he began making chronological records of his life, 
of his ideas, dreams and experiences, which he continued for the rest of 
his life. 

Still in his early forties, his interest in the helicopter phased out now 
that he had successfully created the helicopter and had it recognized as 
an acceptable flying machine, Young decided that his new career would 
be devoted to the hunting for the psyche. That was in 1948, the same 
year that he began his study of astrology. In this he was greatly influ- 
enced by Marc Edmund Jones, still living on Riverside Drive in Manhat- 
tan then, and by Charles Jayne. 

Nested Time, Young’s fascinating autobiography, fully describes the 
different events in his eventful life, and does so in an honest, matter-of- 
fact style that neither hides away the more unpleasant happenings, such 
as the death of his younger brother Sandy from poorly-advised Mercury 
treatment of syphilis caught from a homosexual Arthur had earlier met 
and to whom he introduced Sandy, nor does it over emphasize being 
named Man of the Year in 1944 and any of the other more pleasant 
events of this life. All events, both the ups and the downs, are accompa- 
nied with an insightful astrological commentary. We learn what was 
transiting what, the closeness of Secondaries and progressed arcs, and 
oftentimes provided with the birth charts of the people involved. 

The autobiography and its astrological commentary take up the first 
six chapters, 221 pages of this book. Chapter 7, entitled The Universe of 
Meaning, provides fascinating and extremely useful summaries that list 
all events that were experienced when transiting », X, ¥ and P aspected 
the natal chart, each of these planets examined separately. This same 
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chapter, like the earlier commentary, also makes use of Sabian Symbols 
for degree meanings and Arabic Parts, and Jayne’s different arcs of pro- 
gression and his pre-and post-natal charts. I was particularly struck by 
Young’s suggestion that one should prepare a listing of all new and full 
moons over a nineteen-year period and then note how similar events as- 
sociated with those lunations tend to repeat themselves at successive 
nineteen-year intervals. I have been able to confirm this in my own life. 

There are two appendixes. The first, “Delights of Astrology,” is a 
beautifully written introduction to our craft. It contains many sentences, 
whole paragraphs, demanding to be copied out and used whenever one 
needs to present astrology to beginners. The second, “A Rosetta Stone,” 
may need to be reread several times; it describes the author’s suggested 
relationship between the measure formulae and the Zodiac. 

Nested Time, like its author, is a rarity. Arthur Young was both an 
accomplished inventor and engineer and someone who sought to better 
understand this weird world in which we live. He accepted the idea that 
consciousness evolved in a planetary system and that there is no higher 
order of consciousness—galaxies are like orchards, the planetary systems 
are the trees and the fruit is consciousness. He investigated relativity and 
quantum theory, UFOs, Radionics, psychic phenomena, reincarnation, 
Scientology, Astrology, and just about everything else in order to dis- 
cover the What and the Why of our existence. Nested Time describes the 
author’s exploratory journey through life. It is well written, always in- 
teresting, never maudlin, and—better than any textbook—a goldmine for 
the astrologer. 

—Ken Gillman 


Declination in Astrology 
The Steps of the Sun 
by Paul F. Newman 2006 
Published by The Western Astrologer Ltd., England 
soft cover., 198 pp. £15.95. 


HARTS printed in Considerations and elsewhere give planetary 
longitudes but usually fail to indicate their declinations. In this 
we provide, as Paul Newman and other advocates of the astro- 
logical breadth measure tell us, only part of the celestial picture. 
In recent years, stimulated by the writings of the late Kt Boehrer, an in- 
creasingly vocal group has pointed people’s interest towards declination. 
Paul Newman is one of those who have been politely in our face to advo- 
cate increased attention to the manner in which the O “climbs steps of 
declination from each equinox to solstice and descends again from sol- 
stice to equinox” in doing so adding “an extra breadth to the meaning 
and movement of the heavenly bodies.” In this well written book Mr. 
Newman provides ample evidence for the rightness of this position. 
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In Declination in Astrology the reader will discover all and just about 
everything needed to be known concerning this broad measure; not only 
the basics, but also antiscia, and how, when and what it implies for a 
body to go ‘out of bounds’. Many birth charts are provided and these are 
often analyzed simply on the basis of the planetary declinations alone in 
what one suspects to be a conscious retaliation for the longitude-only 
charts that appear in virtually all modern textbooks and journals. 

This very readable book should be a most worthwhile addition to any 
astrologer’s library. It is written with humor, clarity and is never dull— 
what more can one want? 

—Ken Gillman 


Errata 


The chart of Napoleon Bonaparte on page 19 of the last issue of Consid- 
erations, XX: 4, contains two errors in how it was labeled. The correct 
time is 11:30 a.m. UT and not the stated 11:30 a.m. LMT, and the correct 
geographic longitude is 8E48 instead of the given 8W48. These two er- 
rors do in fact fully compensate for each other so that the details within 
the chart itself are correct. 


Once-in-a-Lifetime Sale 


In order to reduce the quantity of back issues of Considerations currently 
held on inventory, subscribers can now purchase any and all back copies 
at half the price quoted on our web site. This means that back issues 
from Volumes I-X are now $3.75 each ($5.00 outside the U.S.); issues 
from Volumes XI, XII and XIII are $4.25 each ($5.50 overseas); and 
those from volumes XIV-XX are $5 each (overseas $6.50). These prices 
include postage (surface mail outside the U.S.). Please check on the web 
site (www.considerations-mag.com) to see which back issues are avail- 
able—by keying on the issue number you can view the particular con- 
tents page. This sale will last only until the inventory has been reduced 
to provide more storage space. First come first served! 
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Avian Flu Pandemic: 
Paranoia or Possibility? 


GARY P. CATON 


HE X 0 to the 2000 4 & * can certainly be correlated with some 

major upsets, disasters, and terror. The entire planet is in shell- 

shock, suffering from mass post traumatic stress disorder. The 

latest scare out on the horizon is the dreaded Avian Flu. Should 
we be concerned that our country is way behind on procuring doses of 
Tamiflu, or is this just a sign of the times? When using astrology to ad- 
dress this question, I originally looked to the next 4 o % of 2020 as it is 
joined by a conjunction to P, the God of the Underworld. It is widely 
accepted that ancient astrologers blamed the intrusion of o on the 4 
of 1345 for the scourge of the Black Death.’ So would 2’s conjunction 
therefore signify an even greater pandemic? 

First, we must make sure we are using similar techniques, if we are 
going to use a traditional teaching to guide our inquiry. The aforemen- 
tioned X 0 to the 2000 conjunction occurs in the chart of the conjunction 
itself. But the o ¢ 4 o % in 1345 occurred before the perfection of 4 
%. of had actually moved into the next sign by the time of actual con- 
junction. The chart the 14" century astrologers used was not of the ¥ o 
as an event, but rather the preceding solar ingress chart at the vernal 
equinox. This chart (see Figure 1) has the accursed stellium of the three 
superior planets in #*. The esteemed 8" century astrologer Masha‘allah 
also used this technique,’ so we can assume it was an accepted method. 

Compare with Figure 2, the chart for the 1344 X o P, again cast for 
Paris, which has the conjunction in the 12" house and * o ¥ close to the 
Midheaven. 

The only modern event we have to compare to the Black Death is of 
course the Spanish Flu. The 1918 pandemic was a worldwide phenome- 
non and claimed an incredible 20-million lives. According to a recent 
study, the 1918 influenza pandemic originated in Haskell County, Kan- 
sas in January & February 1918.° Contrary to popular belief, the direct 
source of this flu was swine. Experts believe that flu viruses in birds are 
relatively harmless to humans; however, occasionally, a virus from birds 


* See for instance www.metareligion.com/Esoterism/first_cause_of_motion.htm 
? The Astrological History of Masha'allah, trans. Kennedy & Pingree, Harvard 
University Press, 1971. 

> www.ebicom.net/~rsfl/vel/1918.htm 
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T Ingress 1345 arate" 


1:37:46 pm UT 
12th March 1345 


Paris: 48N52, 2220 


8:49 UT 
2nd March 1344 


Paris 
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will infect pigs. The swine immune system attacks the virus, forcing it to 
change genetically to survive. The result is a new virus. When this new 
bug is spread to humans, it can be devastating.* 

Of course other cycles may be intertwined: for the 1918 Spanish Flu 
epidemic there was the August 1917 % o ¥ and the August 1918 ¥o B. 


T Ingress 1901 


7: 23: 41 am GMT 
21st March 1901 


Washington DC: 38NS4, 77WOI 


Figure 3, the T ingress chart preceding the prior 1901 4 & »,.) con- 
tains some haunting similarities with Figure 1. Both charts show %, the 
Reaper, in his own sign and on the horizon. In terms of a total “signa- 
ture” the commonalities include (1) ¥ in the 6" in Air aspecting the O 
and Q; (2) 4 ¢ % on the horizon; (3) X-P ¢ or o®; and (4) o in hard angle 
to Q. 

Let’s apply this signature to the 2000 and 2020 charts. 

The 2000 T ingress (Figure 4) has (1) ¥ in Air in angle to O and 2; 
(2) & OQ; (3) ¥ * B; while (4) 4-» rises over Paris/London, culminates 
over South East Asia, sets over Hawaii and Alaska, and reaches the Na- 
dir over the U.S. 

The 2020 4 o %, which I originally suspected because of the extra 
malefic (P), holds none of these! See Figure 5. 


* http:/Avww. lubbockonline.com/news/032197/1918flu.htm 
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T Ingress 2020 


3:49:24 am GMT 
20th March 2020 


‘Washington DC 
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Only 4-P will repeat a conjunction during the current 20-year cycle. 
At Washington DC the conjunction falls in the 8°. It rises over Australia, 
culminates over Mexico City, sets over east Africa, and is at the nadir in 
Delhi. The @ ) is in angle to o’, » and ¥. % o° ¥ occurs in 2006-7 and the 
¥% OP occurs 2012-15. 

The 2000 ingress chart at Figure 4 shows a Yod around the Full Moon 
with 3 * \ straddling the O near their mid-point. When one draws charts 
for the capitals of countries that have experienced upheavals since then, 
some part of this configuration is on an angle. 4 is on the IC at Washing- 
ton DC; § is on the MC in Baghdad; the O is on the MC in Kabul; 4 and 
% are on the MC in Jakarta; and \ is rising with in Paris. With the 
greater and lesser malefics crossing an angle on every major continent 
and culminating in Asia, it bears repeating that just because you're para- 
noid doesn’t mean they aren’t watching you! If you are smart, you will 
be watching the aforementioned time periods, be careful not to compro- 
mise your immune system, and if you feel funny—get your dose of 
Tamiflu! 
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The Astrological Qualities Part 3: 


Seasonal Modifications to the O 
in the Southern Hemisphere 


KEN GILLMAN 


HREE ISSUES ago, in Considerations XX: 2, I discussed how 

the seasons of the northern hemisphere modify the elements to 

produce the qualities of the © signs. In the following issue, 

XX: 3, I showed how these modified solar qualities can then be 
combined with other key factors within the natal horoscope to identify an 
individual’s temperament. Here I will briefly comment on the seasonal 
changes to the © for those born south of the equator. 

As was noted in the earlier article on the O signs, there is a distinct 
seasonal influence involved in astrology. This suggests that what is asso- 
ciated with the O passing through 2, for example, varies according to 
one’s environment, whether one is north or south of the Equator. In the 
Northern Hemisphere the time when the O is seen to be in Q corresponds 
to the heat of midsummer, but in the Southern Hemisphere the same O 
sign is associated with the greatest cold. Astrologers need to take this 
seasonal variation into account when interpreting an individual’s birth 
chart. 


Table 1: Mixture of Qualities by © Sign & Season, 
Northern Hemisphere 


Qualities of the Sign & Season 


Fire (Hot & Dry) in a Hot & Moist season 
Earth (Cold & Dry) in a Hot & Moist season 
Air (Hot & Moist) in a Hot & Moist season 


Water (Cold & Moist) in a Hot & Dry season 
Fire (Hot & Dry) in a Hot & Dry season 
Earth (Cold & Dry) in a Hot & Dry season 


Air (Hot & Moist) in a Dry & Cold season 
Water (Cold & Moist) in a Dry & Cold season 
Fire (Hot & Dry) in a Dry & Cold season 


Earth (Cold & Dry) in a Cold & Moist season 
Air (Hot & Moist) in a Cold & Moist season 
Water (Cold & Moist) in a Cold & Moist season 


nH 
ZEA NS SOO Had ey 
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Table | identifies in qualitative terms the O signs as our text books 
have always described them. These are the © signs that are associated 
with people born north of the equator. In Table | the three Fire signs 
differ from each other because of the season in which the O is observed 
to pass through them. The same applies to the signs in each of the other 
three elements. However, Table | is only correct in the Northern hemi- 
sphere. 

The seasons in the Southern hemisphere are opposite to those in the 
North, their summer occurs at the time of the northern winter, the north- 
ern autumn coincides with the southern spring. Some astrologers have 
suggested that because of the observed differences in the seasons there 
should be a complete reversal in the meaning of the O signs between the 
two hemispheres, the southern T acting like a northern +, 5 in the south 
like Tl in the north, and so on. Observation has shown that this simplistic 
hypothesis is completely wrong; an archetypal fire sign does not act like 
an archetypal air sign in Australia or Peru, neither do southern earthy 
signs ape northern wet ones. There are differences, as we will see in Ta- 
ble 4 when we compare the qualities of each of the O signs in the two 
hemispheres, but they are not so drastic. The signs retain their archetypal 
elemental nature irrespective of the hemisphere. 


Table 2: Mixture of Qualities by © Sign & Season, 
Southern Hemisphere 


Qualities of the Sign & Season 


Fire (Hot & Dry) in a Dry & Cold season 
Earth (Cold & Dry) ina Dry & Cold season 
Air (Hot & Moist) in a Dry & Cold season 


Water (Cold & Moist) in a Cold & Moist season 
Fire (Hot & Dry) in a Cold & Moist season 
Earth (Cold & Dry) in a Cold & Moist season 


Air (Hot & Moist) in a Moist & Hot season 
Water (Cold & Moist) in a Moist & Hot season 
Fire (Hot & Dry) in a Moist & Hot season 


Earth (Cold & Dry) in a Hot & Dry season 
Air (Hot & Moist) in a Hot & Dry season 
Water (Cold & Moist) in a Hot & Dry season 


nA 
xR NSP SOO Haag 


Instead, assuming there is truly a seasonal factor involved in the 
meaning of the © signs, as discussed in the first part of this article, it is 
this and not the element that needs to be reversed when one goes south of 
the Equator. Table 2 shows such a seasonal reversal occurring while the 
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sign’s element remains unchanged. Table 3 depicts how these seasonal 
qualities modify the qualities of the elements. Readers may wish to de- 
cide how, if at all, such seasonal changes alter how they would interpret 
the different Signs. 


Table 3: | Element’s Qualities Modified by Seasonal Qualities 


Southern Hemisphere 
Constant Reversed Modified 
Sign Element Season Element 
7 HD modified by cD = H- D+ 
Q HD modified by CM = H-D- 
x HD modified by HM = H+ D- 
to) cD modified by cD = C+D+ 
1 cD modified by CM = C+D- 
nh cD modified by HD = C- D+ 
ale HM modified by cD = H- M- 
= HM modified by HM = H+M+ 
a HM modified by HD =  H+M- 
rz) CM modified by CM = C+M+ 
Tl CM modified by HM =  C-M+ 
H CM modified by HD = C- M- 


The O in T in the southern hemisphere is still a fire sign but now it 
has the same season-modified element as the northern © in ~, and vice 
versa. There is a reduction in warmth and an increase in dryness when 
the © crosses through T during the south’s winter; by contrast, as the 
daylight arrives at its annual maximum and the southern © passes 
through ~ the heat increases yet there is more moisture which in turn 
reduces the inherent dryness of this fire sign. 

A similar symmetry is repeated for each mutable and cardinal sign 
within an element—southem © in Tl has the same modified element as 
northern © in @, southern © in @ is similarly like the northern © in 7; 
southern © in [J is like northern © in =, southern O in = is like north- 
ern © in II; the southern © in @ is like northern O in H, and the south- 
ern © in } like the northern © in @. This is clearly shown in Table 4. 

The same Table 4 indicates, the changes for Il and = seem particu- 
larly extreme. Below the equator it is = that is the social butterfly, while 
I has assumed =’s much more balanced northern role. 

However—and this is extremely important—this switching does not 
occur with the four fixed signs, those south of the equator have no modi- 
fied element equivalence in the north. 

Table 4 leads one to suspect that 0, a temperate springtime O sign 
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north of the equator, can produce an individual born in the southern 
hemisphere’s autumn who combines the calm profundity of a northern 6 
with the discipline and inflexibility of the northern TJ. Both the cold and 
the dryness have become extreme, which tells us that a 5 person in the 
southern hemisphere is not only different from the northern 5 but is also 
very different from any other of the northern hemispheres types. 


Table 4: Comparison of the Modified 
Elements of © Signs 
in the two Hemispheres 
Modified Element 
Northern Southern 
hemisphere _|_hemisphere 
i H+ D- H- D+ 
x H- D+ H+ D- 
7 C- D+ C+ D- 
6 C+ D- C- D+ 
at H+ M+ H- M- 
= H- M- H+ M+ 
S C- M- C+ M+ 
x C+ M+ C- M- 
le} C-D- C+ D+ 
Q H+ D+ H- D- 
TI C+ M- C- M+ 
H- M+ H+ M- 


A similar uniqueness applies to the other three fixed O signs. 

The extreme demands of our familiar kingly , the self-satisfied 
bossy brat of the northern midsummer, are considerably tempered and 
balanced in the south’s midwinter—the cold and dampness of the season 
has caused the northern H+D+ to become H-D- in the south. 

By contrast to these two fairly extreme switches, individuals with the 
© in Tl or # show less of a difference between the two hemispheres, 
although what does change is important. 

In the north © in Tl produces someone who has a reputation for being 
particularly cold-blooded and ruthless; in the south the flip-flop of the 
seasons produces a © in Til with a greater sensitivity to the feelings of 
others. He also displays increased energy and is more sociable. The evil 
that has been associated with this O sign through the ages doesn’t seem 
to exist down under. 
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Finally, the south’s © in #, according to Table 4, is more spontane- 
ous, impulsive and self-disciplined, though probably less adaptable, than 
we are accustomed to see in O in #* in the northern hemisphere. 

Some of the very experienced astrologers who have spent time coun- 
seling both north and south of the equator agree that the differences in 
the © signs are as I have briefly outlined them here. There is not total 
agreement however. Others, who have similarly counseled clients at 
both ends of our globe, say they are uncertain. 

I hardly need remind the reader that these changes in meaning of the 
sign south of the equator only apply to the O sign; they do not apply to 
the signs containing any other body or angle. 

The difference between the O signs in the two hemispheres is an im- 
portant subject, one that has been ignored for far too long. I will be most 
interested to learn whether readers in South Africa, New Zealand, Aus- 
tralia or South America, especially those who have also practiced their 
art north of the equator and are therefore familiar with the O signs at the 
other end of the globe, have observed such differences in the different O 
signs. 

The following lists the O signs of forty well-known people born 
south of the equator. These come from a scan through AstroDataBank, 
identifying those readers will probably recognize. 


T__| Ivy Goldstein Jacobsen | * | Juan Peron 
Robert Helpmann James Clavell 
Tan Smith Pele 
Jack Brabham T_| Joan Sutherland 
Roger Whitaker Helen Reddy 
F. W. de Klerk Daniel Barenboim 

I__| Basil Rathbone * | Laurens Van der Post 
Achmed Sukamo Augustin Pinochet 
Errol Flynn Balthazar Vorster 
Joan Hammond Richard Leakey 
Jan Christian Smuts 6 | J.R.R. Tolkein 
Zola Budd Carlos Casteneda 

| Bapak Subud Percy Seymour 
Juan Fangio Graham Dawson 
Nelson Mandela sx _| Isabel Peron 
Sir Edmond Hillary Germaine Greer 

Q__| Doris Greaves Magawati Sukamoputri 
Evonne Goolagong Greg Norman 

T__| Dawn Fraser _| Herb Elliot 
Freddie Mercury Bernadette Brady 
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On the Domification Problem 
BOB MAKRANSKY 


HE BASIC PROBLEM of house division theory arises from the 

fact that a house system is an attempt to represent a three- 

dimensional situation in two dimensions. A house system isn't a 

pie, but rather a tangerine. The divisions between wedges aren't 
lines, but planes. The problem of house division theory lies in the fact 
that certain information which makes sense from a three-dimensional 
point of view becomes highly distorted when squeezed into two dimen- 
sions. 

Ideally, a house system should fulfill two conditions: 

1. It should model the earth's rotation. That is to say, the diurnal 
motion of a planet should be constant—it shouldn't take more 
time to pass through some houses than others. 

2. It should preserve the ASC, MC, DESC, and IC as house cusps. 
Another way of saying this is: both the horizon and meridian 
planes should delimit segments of the tangerine. We can only 
"see" the ASC as a cusp if we are "sighting down" the horizon 
plane (if our viewpoint lies on the plane of the horizon), and we 
can only see the MC as a cusp if we are sighting down the merid- 
ian plane (if our viewpoint lies on the plane of the meridian). 
Therefore, we can only see both the ASC and MC at once if both 
the horizon and meridian planes delimit segments of the tanger- 
ine. 

The basic problem of house division theory lies in the fact that these 
two conditions contradict each other; and all the different house systems 
known to man represent different people's ideas of how to resolve that 
contradiction. 

In fact, there is no way to resolve this contradiction (it is mathemati- 
cally impossible to resolve it). In practice what different house systems 
do is either ignore condition 1; ignore condition 2; ignore both condi- 
tions, or make a pretense of satisfying both conditions and end up satis- 
fying neither of them. 

Consider condition 1. In order for a house system to model the earth's 
rotation, the axis of the tangerine must be the earth's axis, and our point 
of view must lie upon it. We squash the tangerine down onto the plane of 
the equator (or some plane parallel to it). We are looking down from the 
viewpoint of the north celestial pole, so our viewpoint is stationary, and 
everything else rotates around us (at a constant rate). This is how the 
Meridian and Alcabitius systems are defined. The Meridian system is a 
perfect model of rotation. In Alcabitius, a body's rotation is constant east 
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of the meridian, but at the meridian it "jumps the tracks" and rotates at a 
different constant rate west of the meridian. As we shall see later on, 
there is a similar discontinuity in rotation in the Placidus and Koch sys- 
tems, except at the horizon. That is, in Placidus and Koch, a planet 
passes through the houses above the horizon at a different speed than it 
passes through the houses below the horizon. 

The Campanus, Regiomontanus, Sunshine, Horizontal, and Porphyry 
systems make no pretense of fulfilling condition 1, and therefore they are 
not good models of rotation. This is because the tangerine axes in these 
systems are not the earth's axis, and therefore as the world turns these 
models "wobble" (rotate at varying rates rather than smoothly at a con- 
stant rate). In these systems our point of view is not stationary, but is 
itself rotating around the earth's axis. 

The Placidus system doesn't wobble per se because of a rather elegant 
geometrical trick. Placidus is the only house system in which the seg- 
ments of the tangerine are not delimited by planes, but rather by curves. 
The edges of the tangerine segments are not flat, but have a wave to 
them, like potato chips. Because our line of sight along these edges 
"bends", it is possible to maintain a fix on both the ASC and MC at the 
same time. However, Placidus has the same rotational flaw as Koch: ro- 
tation is constant above the horizon, and rotation is constant below the 
horizon, but as a body crosses the horizon it either hits the accelerator or 
slams on the brakes. 

Now, just as the first condition (that rotation be smooth and constant) 
requires that our viewpoint be looking down from the north celestial 
pole, so too does the second condition (that the angles be cusps) require 
that our point of view be looking south from the north point on the hori- 
zon. In other words, condition 1 implies that the axis of the tangerine is 
the earth's axis, whereas condition 2 implies that the axis of the tangerine 
is the line formed by the intersection of the horizon and meridian planes 
(this line cuts through right where we are standing, and runs due north 
and south across the floor). The two axes intersect at an angle equal to 
our latitude on the earth. This is the reason why conditions 1 and 2 con- 
tradict each other: each one requires a different point of reference. 

The Equal House and Morinus systems resolve the problem by ignor- 
ing both of these conditions. In these systems the axis of the tangerine is 
the line joining the poles of the ecliptic (our point of view is the north 
ecliptic pole), so not only does the tangerine wobble, but also we can't 
sight down either the horizon or meridian planes in these systems be- 
cause our point of view (the ecliptic pole), doesn't lie on either of these 
planes. The Equal House and Morinus systems, for these reasons, seem 
somewhat shameless in their pretensions to be considered house systems 
at all. 

Only from the point of view of the north point of the horizon (squash- 
ing the tangerine into the plane of the prime vertical), where we can sight 
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down both the horizon and meridian planes, can the ASC and IC be ob- 
served simultaneously. This is the viewpoint taken in the Campanus. Re- 
giomontanus, and Sunshine House systems, and only these systems per- 
fectly fulfill condition 2, while ignoring condition 1. 

Some house systems ignore condition 2 altogether. For example, the 
ASC is not a cusp in the Meridian and Horizontal systems, and the MC is 
not a cusp in Equal House (the way it is usually defined). Other house 
systems use some sort of trick or gizmo to pull both angles in as cusps. 

The Porphyry system has a bit more shame than Equal House, but not 
much. It wobbles just as badly, but at least lip service is paid to preserv- 
ing both angles as cusps. However the Porphyry system gives up on ge- 
ometry, and solves the problem by waving a magic wand and pulling the 
MC out of a hat. 

N The Koch system is the only house system in 
which the tangerine lacks a central axis. The planes 
which divide segments of the tangerine are tilted, 
so instead of intersecting in a line they intersect in 
a point at the center of the tangerine, forming a 
double cone (Figure 1). The Koch house cusps are 
not the planes which intersect the double cone at 
the lines, but rather are the planes which are 
tangent to the double cone at these lines (i.e. they 

\\pese delimit the double cone). Our viewpoint in the 
pec Koch system is the center of the tangerine—the 
point where all planes (lines of sight) meet. 

If left to itself, this double cone would rotate 

smoothly around the earth's axis (and hence be a 
perfect model of rotation, as the Meridian system is). 
Unfortunately what happens is that because all other 
house systems take a viewpoint located on the surface 
of the tangerine (the north celestial pole, north 
ecliptic pole, or north point on the horizon), we can 
"look down on" the whole tangerine at once. But if 
our point of view is the center of the tangerine, then 
we have to be looking either one way or the other— 
either up the double cone (north) or down it (south). Figure? 
We can't look both ways at once; so if we are looking at the ASC, we can 
never see the DESC. We can see the point P—the point on the double 
cone which lies directly across from the ASC, but this point is not the 
DESC (it’s the ASC’s antiscion—it has declination opposite to that of 
the DESC). 

Nor can we ever see the MC or IC, since the meridian plane is not 
tangent to the double cone (it cuts through it, see Figure 2). So the dou- 
ble cone had to be "split" at the meridian into two half-cones. Every time 
a body reaches the meridian, we have to shift our point of view from 
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north to south (or the reverse) to keep it in sight. And at that precise in- 
stant, when we have to whirl around, we are able to steal a quick glance 
out to the side (down the meridian plane) and "see" the body transiting 
the meridian. 

This is the basic problem with the Koch house system (apart from the 
logical contradictions it engenders)—it just doesn't make any sense. The 
Campanus, Regiomontanus, Sunshine, Meridian, Porphyry , Horizontal, 
and Morinus systems all make some kind of sense. There's a logic to 
them, flawed though it might be. Even the Placidus system makes sense 
at first glance (but falls apart under close scrutiny). In all of these house 
systems there's a fixed point of view. We don't have to be jumping about 
and waving our arms and looking this way and that. We can just sit there 
peacefully and watch the thing rotate. 

One attempt to improve on the Koch concept of a double cone of rota- 
tion is the Topocentric house system, in which the cone is not a cone per 
se but rather a foil. Its cross-section isn’t a circle, but a spiral; our line of 
sight is an Archimedean spiral which curls into the meridian, so we can 
see the IC as well as the ASC. The problem with the Topocentric system 
is that as the thing rotates our horizon keeps bobbing up and down, so we 
feel as though we are being tossed in a blanket (the angle between the the 
earth’s axis, and the line through our feet north and south across the 
floor, keeps fluctuating between zero and our latitude). 

In view of all these problems, it is not surprising that some astrologers 
eschew the use of houses altogether. Unfortunately for the theoretically- 
minded astrologer, the houses have a undeniable ability to work sym- 
bolically in the natal chart: Bill Gates has 4 ¢ P in the 2"%, and so on. 
This is one of astrology’s undoubted teasers. It makes one wish transits 
and directions to intermediate house cusps worked as well as transits and 
directions to angles do. However, for that a theory would be needed as 
to how to calculate these cusps. Perhaps we’re all just going about it 
completely wrong; but in over twenty years of thinking on this question I 
haven’t found any new approach. Maybe you will. 
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Mars in Transit: 
Beware of What You Want, 
for You Will Get It 


JESSICA MURRAY 


LL OF US who read charts have at some point been spooked by 

transits of o”. It is perhaps the most closely watched and most 

cursorily interpreted planet in transit astrology. Not known for 

subtlety, o’ transits can be a revelation when they trigger more 
inscrutable underlying chart patterns, because with Mars something usu- 
ally happens, something that we can point to. But I will argue that the 
very obviousness of o’ tempts us to remain on the level of symptom 
rather than meaning. 

Mars' deeper significance is as available as any other planet's, but 
with Mars the deeper meaning is easier to miss because the superficial 
meaning is so striking. More likely than any other celestial indicator to 
coincide with actual events, o is notorious for setting off happenings and 
signifying outside forces. The stage set for o’ action is often material re- 
ality, where most of our attention is focused most of the time. 

o appeals to our identification with the Earth plane, which teaches its 
lessons through occurrences that appear to be directed at us rather than 
from us. I believe this has something to do with why o is the planet for 
which we are the least likely to take personal and spiritual responsibility. 

The trouble is, unless we open ourselves up to the fuller meaning of 
transiting o’, we will miss the real message he has come to convey. All of 
the planets offer up occult (hidden) teachings about the mysteries of hu- 
man consciousness, and o” is no exception. 

For most of us, outer events have a very different quality than inner 
events. They seem more real. I find this is so even in the case of as- 
trologers, whose take on planetary symbolism otherwise disdains the lit- 
eral. Outer events, unlike inner events, are easier for us to chalk up to 
forces that can be disavowed. 

Throughout the last couple of millennia, during which astrology has 
been used more often for fortune-telling than as a consciousness tool, the 
goal in mapping transits of o has been to avoid “malefic” events; to 
outwit the planet as if it was cooking up a fiendish plot against us, which 
advance notice would allow us to thwart. These days, transits are in- 
creasingly understood in terms of psychic projection, and the planet-as- 
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malevolent-god school of interpretation is losing ground. And yet, by and 
large, 0’ is still seen as an outside agitator in “traditional” astrology’. 

The view of a o transit as something nasty to outmaneuver is based 
on the assumption that the internal and the external realms of life are 
separate and even, sometimes, mutually antagonistic. If we encounter a 
reckless driver on the highway under a 0 transit, we tend to see it as an 
unlucky event that has little to do with us: mean ol’ o just made it hap- 
pen by passing over our chart. On the face of things, it is easier to see it 
this way. Certainly the prevailing societal worldview would encourage 
us to see it this way. As the bumper stickers say, Shit happens. 

But if, as astrologers, we value theoretical consistency, we would do 
well to consider what our fundamental beliefs are about how transits 
work, and whether we are applying these principles in some instances 
and not in others. Though one hears again and again that “There is no 
such thing as an accident,” particularly from aficionados of astrology, 
transits of o’ seem to strain the faith. Somehow c’ is felt to be the excep- 
tion to the /-create-my-own-reality rule. 

It is not surprising that this would be so, given the assumptions of 
mechanistic materialism which we have, as Westerners, absorbed 
through schooling and cultural paradigm. An unquestioned axiom of the 
non-metaphysical model of reality is that the recipient of an “accident” 
has no agency at all in the event. By contrast, we who read charts use the 
principle of synchronicity to explain transits to non-astrologers, but we 
have been trained, like everybody else, to perceive existence in terms of 
Newtonian law; and though we aspire to venture beyond causality, cul- 
tural assumptions die hard. So it is that at first glance, accidents, illnesses 
and arguments look like effects of which o’ seems to be the cause; and 
the native is back in the role of hapless victim. 

In the case of disasters like earthquakes or criminal attacks (where we 
usually see other chart factors active, in addition to o’—notably the outer 
planets), positing that the native is a participant in the action becomes 
especially problematic. For an astrologer to chalk up traumas like these 
to the native’s agency is to leave herself open to the charge of blaming 
the victim. Surely, it is argued, such phenomena are totally unrelated to 


"T apply quotation marks here because what is called traditional—“traditional 
medicine”, “traditional astrology”—depends upon which tradition one is refer- 
ring to, and how far back historically one is willing to look. 

There have always been astrological Mystery Schools, wherein initiates used 
celestial cycles to understand the nature of the self and the divine, rather than to 
play chicken with a seemingly arbitrary Fate. The spiritual use of astrology, 
which dates back much earlier than the medieval superstition-based models by 
which astrology is largely known today, may have been underground during 
much of recorded history, but was never extinguished. Today’s Humanistic As- 
trology is an outgrowth of this tradition. 
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the volition of the native. To suggest that anyone would have or could 
have “chosen” an incident involving terrible harm to the self seems an 
outrageous insult to the native’s injury. 

The confusion here has to do with the limitations of language, as well 
as definitive differences between the conventional and metaphysical 
ways of understanding volition. The question is: Which level of self is 
being seen as doing the “choosing”? As Jung postulated, each of us has 
a self (a conscious ego-identity); and a Se/f (a spiritual trans-egoic iden- 
tity) which is not conscious, and not even unconscious, but supercon- 
scious. Most modern astrologers maintain that this Self, which we might 
call the soul identity, has its own mysterious karmic purposes, and can 
indeed be said to “choose” whatever happens to it. 

The stumbling block for many in accepting this view seems to be the 
notion of blame. I believe that an unconscious logic is at work here, by 
which we falsely reason that the repugnant event must be either the plan- 
ets’ fault or our own fault; the less painful of the two being to confer 
upon the planets the role of villain. But at these levels of inquiry, there is 
no such thing as blame. The Higher Self does not punish us; the planets, 
mere timing devices, do not punish us. Blame is a human conceit. 

From a karmic point of view, passing a o event off as the caprice of 
fate stymies growth, because it denies our soul's intention to learn some- 
thing from the transit. From a pragmatic point of view, it increases the 
likelihood that we will have an unpleasant experience. 

The psycho-spiritual approach to astrology would explain the associa- 
tion of o' with fights, accidents and illnesses by proposing that some- 
times the native attracts these events by building up inner agitation, sup- 
pressing volatile feelings or incompletely expressing his or her individu- 
ality. Of o natal X, Rob Hand writes: “An accident can be the result of 
frustrated ego energies transmuted into destructive powers.”? 

If we have been letting off steam appropriately throughout the previ- 
ous phases of the o cycle, we’re going to have an easier time of it. And 
even if we have not, by cultivating a serious awareness of the transit we 
can and will change our experience of it. If a o” event—for example, an 
encounter with an aggressive person—is viewed as an extension of our 
own Will, which wants to give us a chance to find out how we use our 
force, and how authentically we assert ourselves, then we will probably 
view the challenge as a case of the environment playing along with us, 
offering up a fair and timely test of our courage and directness. 


A Planets in Transit, ParaResearch 1976, p.248 


91 


Murray: Mars in Transit 


& crossing the Descendant, for exam- 
ple, is especially likely to coincide with 
an opponent coming forward, but only 
because it is time for the native to work 
on how to meet opposition. A person who 

~ is afraid of conflict is more likely to fear 
such a confrontation, and thus to overre- 
act or under-react, either of which will 
probably provoke more conflict (at the 
time, or when o makes its next hard as- 
pect). 

Contrast this with the person encoun- 
tering the same transit without fear of conflict. He or she would meet the 
antagonist with the understanding that it is time to refine her/his skills of 
self-assertion. Not only would this get the native closer to the true teach- 
ing the Self had intended, but as a perk, it would bestow upon the en- 
counter a more constructive result. Recognizing the external as a mirror 
of the internal, we are more able to creatively respond, rather than react, 
even to situations that are tense and alarming. 

Most of us would probably agree that the whole point of reading 
one’s transits is to know about the lesson ahead of time, so as to be able 
to ready oneself with a posture or an activity that creatively suits the 
symbolism. If we were to schedule a game of tennis, for example, to 
coincide with that o’ o Descendant, the requisite opposition could be 
taken care of while actually having fun. 

Transits happen simply because it is time for us to learn something. 
If a man literally passes through your life on the dates marked by the 
transit, it is to allow you to interface with whatever qualities you per- 
ceive to be masculine. The lesson may be about what to cultivate or 
what to avoid in the masculine. If you come across a snarling dog on the 
day the transit is peaking, consider the symbolism. Either by role- 
modeling or default, o coming at you from the outside world is there to 
reflect something back to you about the state of your own animus. If we 
see it this way, we keep the power with ourselves. If we see the o event 
as the whimsy of the gods, we give the power away. 

Each of the planets has its own way of waking us up to ourselves, tar- 
geting whatever part of our psychic musculature needs flexing. All 
planet-timed lessons are generated by the soul-identified Self in order to 
show something to the ego-identified self, so that we may get to know 
who we really are. The thing that makes o such a scene-stealer among 
transits must be that the red planet, immediate as a whack on the head, is 
just that much better at getting our attention. And as with a headache, 
we can either race around trying to find a pill to make the feeling go 
away, or we can ask ourselves where the provocation is coming from, 


and why it is happening now. odd ddddd 


92 


The Sun 
PRIER WINTLE 


N DEALING with the O we must remember we are not consid- 
ering it in terms of modern astronomical knowledge, any more 
than we are when dealing with the planets. We are astrologers, 
and astrological knowledge is far older and goes far more 
deeply into the inner meaning of all the celestial bodies than our present, 
recently discovered knowledge and understanding do, however revela- 
tory that may be on a here and now level. Modern astronomy has proved 
that o is a cold planet, for instance, while 2 is an incredibly hot one, near 
the melting point of lead, but that does not prevent us from knowing that 
on an inner symbolic level o stands for heat, energy, and even violence, 
while 9 is a warm, loving and calming influence, facilitating mutual un- 
derstanding. 2 is love, o” is very often hate. 

And so it is with the O. Astronomically, we know it is ninety-three 
million miles away, huge (half a million miles in diameter), and eight 
thousand degrees Centigrade on the surface and nearly a million degrees 
Centigrade in the center where terrifying nuclear reactions are taking 
place. But what is all that to us? Astrologically, we know it is a warm, 
genial influence, something positive and constructive, and somehow es- 
sential. 

But it is essentially different from all the other influences, even in- 
cluding the ), because essentially it is in us. We are the O in our birth 
chart. True, it is different according to the Sign it is placed in, just as all 
the planets and the ) are too, but we know when we see it in I or TM that 
we are a Geminian or Scorpionic. We have the Geminian or Scorpionic 
traits. By contrast when 0” 
or 4 is there we may have 
some Geminian or 
Scorpionic abilities or 
limitations to make use of 
or keep under control, or we 
may encounter other people 
with them and have to react 
accordingly. And even 
when they are things we 
personally have they are 
still essentially externals. 
Even one leg that is shorter 
than the other, shown, say, 
by an afflicted > in 6/m, is 
still something we have and 
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not our essential self. We are still the Libran or Taurean we always were 
and always will be, and will deal with or react to the affliction accord- 
ingly. By contrast we could never change from a Taurean or Libran into 
an Aquarian or Piscean. 

Sometimes the human psyche is divided into individuality and per- 
sonality, with the individuality as the real, essential self and the personal- 
ity as the external way in which it expresses itself. In that case the O de- 
picts the individuality and the personality is a complex made up of the ), 
the Ascendant and the Sign in which the Ascendant ruler is placed. If the 
Ascendant is in £2 this will of course mean that the O itself has a hand in 
the personality. We shall express our individuality to some extent out- 
wardly, as people with £2 rising do tend to do, whether they be I? or = or 
whatever else they may be. 

But if the O is essentially a warm, genial influence, positive and con- 
structive, does that mean that inwardly we are all alike, loving and kind, 
and enthusiastic for everything that will really make the world go round? 
Are all nasty people nasty because of other things in their charts besides 
the O? 

Unfortunately we can’t say that. Each one of us is an ‘indiwiddle’ and 
our ‘individuality’, nice or nasty, is something that goes to the essence of 
us. And since there are six and a half billion people in the world today, of 
all grades of niceness or nastiness, constructiveness or destructiveness, 
tenderheartedness or hatefulness, we have to realize that the O is the 
most versatile body in the Solar System. Essentially it is the O that gives 
the flavor to everything. It runs it all, as even the astronomers will agree. 

How then can we read it? How can we tell whether a person will be 
nice or nasty? How can you tell a Jesus Christ from an Adolf Hitler? It 
actually isn’t easy. John Addey was one of the first to point out that the 
charts of murderers are almost indistinguishable from those murdered. 
The same horror is present in both of them. o and % are shouting at each 
other and afflicting the same houses, and the same number of planets 
may be oriental or occidental. 

Of course you can look at how strong or weak, well placed or af- 
flicted, the © itself is. Take his Essential Dignities, for instance. The O 
is in Fall in = and in Detriment in #*. Why doesn’t it like these Signs? In 
+ it has to be particularly nice, never say a word bluntly to offend any- 
one, always have a smile and seem to be agreeing with you. This is why 
the Sign = tends to be emphasized so much in the charts of politicians. It 
catches votes. But it tends to push those in who it is strong into the fore- 
ground where they can’t quite be themselves. They just have to be popu- 
lar. It can be a strain. And of course #* is the great Left Wing democrat. 
He disapproves strongly of inherited superiority, aristocracy or nobility 
and stands for the common man’s right to equality or to rise in the world. 
But strangely enough his association with cruelty in Communist coun- 
tries, where millions were sent to Labor Camps, is also well known. The 
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saying that the “Right is right but the Left is wrong” is widely accepted, 
particularly in America, so it is not surprising that the © is in detriment 
here. Moreover, ~ and #* are Air Signs, thinkers and talkers rather than 
doers, whereas their opposites T and 2, where the O is Exalted and in 
Essential Dignity, are the Fire Signs, enthusiastic doers. Naturally the O 
likes to be in them. 

Nevertheless there are so many lovable, sincere, and truly well mean- 
ing and constructive Librans and Aquarians about in the world that it is 
impossible to think seriously that these Signs turn the O’s essential na- 
ture towards nastiness. There must be something else. What is it? 

What about house placement and prominence in a chart? The © does 
admittedly seem to do better when it is elevated and free to shine brightly 
and clearly. What happens when it is hidden away, say in the 6" or 12" 
Houses, where it has to do a lot of work more or less anonymously? 
Does it like to be self-sacrificing or do efficient office work like a % in 
1? The answer is ‘No, it doesn’t’, but nevertheless it often seems to have 
a genius for transforming or transmuting repetitive clerical work or a 
grinding hospital task into something self-fulfilling and amazingly crea- 
tive, though it is true that it doesn’t always happen. 

Sometimes a © in Q in the 6" or 12" feels stunted and imprisoned 
and eventually has to break out in some way. But then it may not find 
opportunity to express His creative, organizing powers elsewhere. The 
fields it would like to express itself in are now occupied by others. It 
feels unfulfilled. But even if this happens in a million or so cases out of 
six and a half billion it probably won't lead to out and out nastiness. The 
O usually finds some other way to express creativeness. He’s a positive 
sort of chap, and it comes out in some way or other. 

What about aspects? Do close squares and oppositions from », 0%, ¥, 
¥ and PB distort the O’s nature and make it destructive in inventive, pow- 
erful ways? 

Sometimes you may find that a nasty chap, or someone that you just 
don’t want to be close too closely associated with, does have a lot of 
nasty aspects, a Grand Cross for instance or o’-*» oppositions to both the 
Lights. It is a sad fact. But it isn’t only limited to the bad aspects. Grand 
Trines often characterize people who are manipulative, ‘take it easy’ op- 
portunists, always on the look out for and spotting ways to get what they 
want without having to do the work other people have to do. They get 
away with a lot. As they get older, however, they seem to do less well. It 
may be that they lack the general strengthening and honing of the system 
that come from having to cope with difficulties and work hard and de- 
terminedly to overcome them. Suspicion of Grand Trines has actually 
become an accept part of good astrological interpretation technique. 

So what can we say about aspects? Having a lot of bad aspects cer- 
tainly isn’t nice. They show handicaps, challenges and limitations. And 
that doesn’t only apply to the birth chart. If your O has a bad aspect to 
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coming up by secondary progression, or if » or o are going to square or 
oppose it by transit, watch out! It can mean a fall, or the loss of a job, or 
a marriage crisis or ending. Whatever it is, it is one of the challenges 
which are what life is really about. 

And that is really all one can say about aspects and the O! Some peo- 
ple react to them badly and turn out to be weaklings or manipulators or 
crooks. Others seem to find them just the challenge they need to bring 
out the best in them. 

The only other things one can suggest as indicators of how the © will 
manifest itself in a particular lifetime are degree meanings. There are half 
a dozen or more bits of meanings or characteristics assigned to all 360 
degrees of the Zodiac, discovered by different people clairvoyantly or by 
some or other principles of deduction, or some other means. Not many of 
the degrees listed are out and out negative or bad, but a few are in a few 
cases. One could make it a rule to test all those who have the Sun in 
these degrees to see if they turn out to be undesirables of one sort or an- 
other. If they do, then perhaps births could be induced a day earlier to 
avoid them. Hindu astrologers have traditionally paid a lot of attention to 
degree-meaning interpretation, and even of divisions of as little as a tenth 
of a degree. They also pay much more attention to Q and & than we tend 
to do, consideration of them having fallen away considerably in the West 
since the discovery of ¥, ¥ and P. More attention to them and to degree 
meanings by Western astrologers would probably pay dividends. 

Whether degree-meaning astrology can really tell us when the O is 
being nice or nasty must be regarded as doubtful, however. What usually 
happens is that the chart of a particular hated king or politician, or of 
someone who is a weakling or a criminal, is examined, and people say 
“Ah, you see, he’s got O o % in the 10 House (or the 4", or wherever), 
and o or P is opposing them. That explains it all.” And perhaps it does— 
after the event—for there is no doubt that an encounter with such influ- 
ences must be a life-molding experience, just as we know that in real life 
being nearly drowned or sent to a labor camp or taken prisoner in war 
and sent to a P.O.W. camp for four or five years, makes an indelible im- 
pression on whoever has to experience it. But the fact remains that you 
can’t identify the effect of the influence beforehand from the chart of a 
baby. People born at or near the same time at the same place have nearly 
identical charts, even including Zodiacal degrees, yet one may become a 
psychopathic killer and another heroically overcome obstacles and chal- 
lenges, someone who does wonders in the service of humanity in gen- 
eral. 

It really looks as though what we are and what we make of our lives 
depend largely on ourselves. Not even the © can determine it all in ad- 
vance. The most it can do is show whether we shall be well or sick, or 
raised in well-to-do or poverty-stricken circumstances. 

What does the O show in a horoscope, then? 
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As I said right at the beginning of this article, it is essentially a warm 
and genial influence. It is us, and that influence is what we are, or could 
be or should be, other things being equal and as they could be and should 
be. It can’t move as quickly as the ), but it doesn’t need to, for wherever 
it is, is really the center of things. Everything subtly revolves around the 
O in a chart, so if you are a 4, everything really has to be seen through 
® eyes, even if you have a satellitium somewhere else. If it is placed in 
the 2™ House, money, earning money, spending money or saving money, 
or being worried about money somehow constitutes a controlling under- 
current in the life, whether openly and obviously or, as in some cases, 
subconsciously. The planets it is with or aspected by simply color the 
picture. 

A strong, well-aspected © in the 2°* House means a good job with 
adequate (not overflowing) pay and a sense of fulfillment in the work, 
whatever it is. Aspects modify the picture in accordance with the charac- 
ter of the aspecting planet. » diminishes the pay or sometimes increases 
it with increased responsibilities as well. 4 can bring overflowing wealth 
but a square or other affliction may lead to overspending which actually 
produces poverty. The houses involved are also significant. Thus an op- 
position from \ in the 8" House to the © in the 2” may indicate a spend- 
thrift wife or husband or persistent family responsibilities and expenses. 
Either way it means there has to be continuous thinking about money and 
anxiety about it. ¥ brings sudden job switches, or an unusual job of a 
technical or scientific nature. P means a job upheaval at some stage 
while ¥ may show an actual distaste for money and money-making alto- 
gether and a strong desire to resist or disappoint those who want to plan 
and dictate what job one shall do and the money and social standing that 
go with it. This is probably the most revealing of all the influences as it 
comes back precisely to what we are and want. All the other influences 
do that too, but we tend to take them for granted as just outside influ- 
ences. It is only when ¥ reverses everything that we suddenly realize it is 
all about ws, after all. It is we that walk out of a job. ¥ contradictoriness 
make us hate everything to do with money and yet at the same time want 
enough of it to get by, somehow, if possible without having to do too 
much or think too much about it. A nice Neptunian job connected with 
the sea or fish or music may also float in. 

There is something we need to realize and remember in connection 
with all this. The © is usually regarded as essentially a male influence, 
contrasting with the ), which is female. But is he (and is she)? Interest- 
ingly enough, in German the ) is male (Der Mond) and the © is female 
(Die Sonne). And in a woman’s horoscope, isn’t the O just as much the 
center of things, and in precisely the same way, as in a man’s? You don’t 
swap over and consider the ) as center in a woman’s chart. The ) is still 
just the personality, along with the Ascendant and Ascendant ruler. 

And yet in a sense the © is male and the ) is female. At any rate for 
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American and British people it is hard to think of the O as other than a 
masculine influence, along with o and 4. And one thinks of the ) along- 
side 2. The O shines and is golden or red, so it must be male. And yet it 
is in all of us, male and female! But isn’t that just what Psychology has 
been telling us for a hundred years or more? Every woman has a male 
instinct in her and every man has a sensitive feminine one, however 
deeply buried. Psychologically we are all hermaphrodites! 

But the O is the Center from which everything radiates. It pours out 
warmth and creativity and love. However much some people, some of its 
radiations, turn against it and deny it, loving to disappoint others and 
spread unhappiness, or using power they have obtained from it to oppress 
and spread fear everywhere in the world, as we know only too well that 
they do, nevertheless they can only do it once they have initially obtained 
it’s wonderful warmth and simply learnt to distort it. And as they do so 
they lose out themselves. They amass material wealth which should go to 
others, or they may be exalted over others in official positions, but inside 
there is only a big hole. They try to fill it by being more and more cruel, 
but the hole only gets bigger and their laughter becomes evermore shrill 
and more hollow. They are intensely unhappy people, though they try to 
convince themselves that they are the successes and those they have 
wronged are the failures. And it is true they can cause pain and suffering, 
by the aid of o’ and ® and others, for even a distorted 2 can bring sorrow 
through withholding her warmth and beauty. Yet underneath it all the O 
still goes on pouring out His creativity, as we can see simply because the 
world goes on and people still laugh and know joy, and Nature is still 
beautiful and the vast majority of people recognize it. 

Could it come to an end? 

Yes, it possibly could end if some miserable idiot caused a large 
enough nuclear explosion or spread a virus that could wipe out all life. 
He would almost certainly disappear itself along with all the rest, but that 
probably wouldn’t worry him too much if he had the certain satisfaction 
of knowing that it had thoroughly mucked things up for everyone else. 
His © would certainly be afflicted. 

And that tells us something else that is very important about the O. It 
is it that gives us a positive outlook on life. Nothing else can do that. No 
other planet can inject that outlook into our inner nature from outside. 
The © gives us our desire to live and to go on living even when times are 
hard, or we are ill, or our relationships are going wrong. It warms the 
cockles of our hearts (which it rules) even if we have a heart illness. 
Whether the © is strong or weak makes all the difference to our chances 
of recovering from a serious health crisis. 

One of the things that are basic to a positive outlook on life is a sense 
of humor. I don’t mean laughing at others. People who do that are often 
miserable and bitter inside. To have a true sense of humor means to be 
able to see the funny side of most situations in life, including even many 
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nasty ones. To be able to laugh—genuinely—is one of the greatest bless- 
ings sent to us by the O. Love and laughter are qualities of Heaven, 
though laughter is almost invariably left out by the churches. There isn’t 
a single joke in the Bible, though Jesus couldn’t have lived His whole 
life walking around everywhere, talking to people and healing them, 
without ever laughing. He would have had a long face with a terrible ex- 
pression and no one would have wanted to listen to Him. But the 
churches have pruned it all out through the centuries, and now even a 
smile is suspect there unless it is just to welcome someone in. The simi- 
larity of Communist and Born-again-Christian faces used to be quite fre- 
quently remarked on and throughout the Middle Ages and for a century 
or two afterwards the Established Church constituted the thought police 
of society, like the NKVD in recent Soviet Russia. They both existed to 
stamp out self-confidence and a general sense of positivism, independ- 
ence and relaxed joy in life—all the Solar qualities—in the populace at 
large. The Happy-Clappy churches have departed from this pattern to 
some extent today but the ‘solemn seriousness’ pattern persists in most 
of the others. 

Laughter is a real health-promoting influence. There is a documented 
case of a bed-ridden cancer sufferer in South Africa who rigged up a film 
projector in his bedroom and projected a serious of humorous films to 
pass away his pain-filled time. The result was that he was cured! 

But love must be there as well. If laughter is only a giggle without an 
affirmation of the true joy of life at the bottom of it, it actually isn’t true 
laughter at all. The © stands for true love of life. The illness of depres- 
sion—a true illness indeed—is basically the loss of true love of life, or 
belief that it is possible. What a loss! When it becomes deadly serious it 
leads to suicide. No true laughter is possible to someone in the depths of 
depression—only the cynical, cracked cackle of disbelief and sneering. 
Yet such people are really desperately longing for love—longing to be 
able to give it as well as receive it, which is why having a dog or cat or 
other animal to look after is so therapeutic to them. 

The O is the true planet of love, which is why it is associated with the 
5" House of love affairs and children. Although 2 means love too she is 
really more the smoother of the way of access to it than its true source. 
Love affairs do spring to life and thrive when she is around, but they 
couldn’t do it if the © had not prepared the true ground for them before- 
hand. The © is the source of life and essentially life is love. 2 supplies 
the sexual element. 

So there you have it. There is no red tape or small print where the O 
is concerned. Other people have introduced or supplied them, ostensibly 
to make things more definite and precise but really to narrow things 
down and assert their own control over them. It isn’t necessary, quite 
apart from the undesirability of control by them. The © rules £2, the 
greatest organizer of them all. Everything it does is superbly organized, 
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whether it be day and night, so that we get light and warmth by day and 
darkness to sleep in after it is over, or the progress of the seasons, or all 
the wonderful phenomena of life, both animal and vegetable, all of which 
has evolved under the ©’s loving eye, over millions of years. It couldn’t 
have happened without the O. Trust the O. it is your friend. Really it is 
you! You are the © from the top of your head to the tips of your toes and 
Singer nails. Believe it! 


Let’s Consider 


Larry Ely writes: 

I came across this very interesting short piece by G. de Purucker from his 
Occult Glossary’, under the entry for ‘astrology’. I thought you'd like to 
see it. De Purucker was a very educated man and was head of the The- 
osophical Society for many years, the organization started by the Russian 
clairvoyant Madame Blavatsky in the USA in 1875. The spiritual view- 
point of many leading astrologers was greatly influenced by Theosophy, 
including Dane Rudhyar on the fuzzy, humanist side to Charles Jayne on 
the technical side. 

As a student of Rudolf Steiner, a true esoteric, Rosicrucian Christian 
with conscious clairvoyant powers, who transcended and rejected The- 
osophy after being head of its German section until 1912, I have devel- 
oped similar views as that expressed below. The views of de Purucker 
fairly well align with the view of Steiner on current day astrology. In a 
nutshell, even while we modern day university educated astrologers see 
ourselves as contributing to a heightened spirituality vis a vis the banality 
and materialistic leanings of the world's exoteric religious orders that 
have forbidden astrology since the Enlightenment—Judaism, Christian- 
ity, and Islam—it is important for us to realize that we lack the tools, the 
spiritual organs of perception, to handle the cosmic rhythms, the astro- 
logical forces, in the right way. In this sense, even while some of us are 
fond of deriding newspaper "Sun sign astrology" as decadent dribble, we 


1G. de Purucker, Occult Glossary, Theosophical University Press, Pasadena, 
CA, 1972, p. 10. 
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in our turn must also see ourselves vis a vis the very ancients—those be- 
fore the Egyptians and Sumerians—as mere Sun sign astrologers com- 
pared to them. So I offer the following for your consideration. All our 
recent research findings over the past twenty or thirty years are fine as 
far as they go, but we must not get lost in this pulling ourselves up by our 
bootstraps, for we have a very long way to go to see and do astrology in 
the correct way. To do so will require its practitioners to reclaim the 
spiritual organs of perception that are only dormant in us, even amongst 
the most sensitive and open of us. 

‘Astrology. The astrology of the ancients was indeed a great and noble sci- 
ence. It is a term which means the "science of the celestial bodies." Modern 
astrology is but the tattered and rejected outer coating of real, ancient astrology; 
for that truly sublime science was the doctrine of the origin, of the nature, of the 
being, and of the destiny, of the solar bodies, of the planetary bodies, and of the 
beings who dwell on them. It also taught the science of the relations of the parts 
of kosmic Nature among themselves, and more particularly as applied to man 
and his destiny as forecast by the celestial orbs. From that great and noble sci- 
ence sprang up an exoteric pseudo-science, derived from the Mediterranean and 
Asian practice, eventuating in the modern scheme called "astrology” a tattered 
remnant of Ancient Wisdom. 

‘In actual fact, genuine archaic astrology was one of the branches of the 
ancient Mysteries, and was studied to perfection in the ancient Mystery-schools. 
It had throughout all ancient time the unqualified approval and devotion of the 
noblest men and of the greatest sages. Instead of limiting itself as modern so- 
called astrology does to a system based practically entirely upon certain 
branches of mathematics, in archaic days the main body of doctrine which as- 
trology then contained was transcendental metaphysics, dealing with the greatest 
and most abstruse problems concerning the universe and man. The celestial bod- 
ies of the physical universe were considered in the archaic astrology to be not 
merely time-markers, or to have vague relations of a psycho-magnetic quality as 
among themselves although indeed this is true but to be the vehicles of starry 
spirits, bright and living gods, whose very existence and characteristics, indi- 
vidually as well as collectively, made them the governors and expositors of des- 
tiny.” —Amherst, Massachusetts 


101 


Denis Saunders 
as Almendro 


y E HAVE only just learnt that our recently departed, modest 
friend Denis Saunders was famous outside of astrology, for his 
Sp poetry. In 1943, when Denis was an airman in the South Afri- 
can Air Force, he joined with two other writers, David Burk 
and Victor Selwyn, to put together Oasis, a collection of poetry about the 
Middle East war, written by those who fought there. A review at the 
time said “The poems were written by men under the stress of war in the 
desert, in the air and on the sea, under the impact of countries and people 
strangely new to them.” 

Several post-war anthologies followed with Denis Saunders, writing 
under the pseudonym of A/mendro, one of the featured poets. Unlike the 
better-known poems of the First World War, which were mainly written 
by officers serving on the Western Front, the Oasis poetry series were 
written by all ranks in battle areas all over the world. The only require- 
ment was that all the poetry had been written at the time (or soon after) 
by people who served in the Forces between 1939 and 1946. It was “the 
autobiography of a generation.” The publisher states that without Denis 
Saunders the Oasis poetry, which is still being read extensively sixty 
years later, would never have been born. One of Almendro’s poems is 
reproduced here: 


Scorn 


I laugh at death, accuse her whore, 
for she seduced, while in the mirth 
of life, my comrades, when she tore 
their fragile plants from out the earth. 
So, if her finger beckons me, 
enticing, luring me to go 

in meekness to her skirts, and be 
enfolded in their pleats, I know 

my parting will be well-content, 
since neither rot, nor all decay, 
erases those few moments lent 

by many years to one who spent 

his life compiling just one perfect day. 


Taken from More Poems of the Second World War—the OASIS selection, 


published by J. M. Dent & Sons Ltd, 
in association with the Salamander Oasis Trust. 
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HESE WERE written at Alexandria in the 1" century AD, many years before 
Ptolemy or Dorotheus wrote their books. As the house division system in use at 
the time was Whole Sign, references to the angles are to the sign at these angles. 


All planets in the seven places between the ASC and the DESC leads to the birth of 
those who have troubles and lose what they have gained. 

Umbrella, all planets above the horizon: if the native is short-lived, it gives pleasure 
at the beginning; if he is long-lived, it gives good results at the end. 

Bow, all between MC and IC: they are men who are wealthy in the latter half of their 
lives and who have famous courage. 

False Bow, all in the western hemisphere; men oppressed by thievery, injury, de- 
praved actions, and bondage. 

Half-moon Bow, all planets in one of these four, but they do not begin with a angle: 
it is the best and causes the birth of commanders and generals. 

Three-peaked Mountain, all planets in the two trines of the ASC, and in the ASC it- 
self: it is the birth of lords who are fond of strife and are famous. 

Barley, the malefic planets in the ASC and DESC and the benefics in MC and IC: the 
birth of those saddened by troubles, labors, wanderings, and wounds. 

Thunderbolt, malefics in MC and IC and benefics in the ASC and DESC: happy at 
the beginnings and ends of their lives, but suffer many losses in the middle. 

Lotus, both benefic and malefic planets in the successive angles: men born in it are 
rich in garlands, ornaments, women and great beauty. 

Garland, benefics in the angles and malefics in other places: he is has garlands, 
clothes, ornaments, women, food, and wealth. 

Well, planets four places apart without being in a angle: he will be famous and enjoy 
the world, position, and righteousness; later he has a few sons. 

Plough, all the planets in successive trines without being in the ASC: farmers who 
have vast hoards and whose enemies are overcome. 

Serpent, the malefics in angles and the benefics not: fools, injured men, thieves, 
frauds, prisoners, and vagrants. 

Wagon, all the planets in the ASC and DESC: those afflicted by bondage, wandering, 
and disease, paupers, and those who marry badly. 

Bird, all planets in MC and IC: they lose their independence, their land, and their 
property, but attain happiness in a foreign country. 

Fish, all planets in the ASC and IC: a fickle, but charming person whose enterprises, 
family, and behavior are not steady. 

Banner, all planets in the ASC and MC: those whose honor is obtained by their fam- 
ily and position and whose fame is increased by their wealth. 

Crooked One, all planets in MC and the DESC: a poor person who obeys orders, 
gets no pay, and has a poor memory. 

Conch, all planets in the DESC and IC: they are sick in the beginning and love an- 
other’s spouse, but afterwards they are happy and wise. 

Great Club, all planets in two consecutive places beginning with the ASC: those 
serve the desires of others. If this begins with MC, it leads to the birth of those whose 
wealth and property increase and decrease; if from the DESC, of those afflicted by debt; 
and if from IC, of the initiated. 

Tortoise, all the planets in the IC and the places before and after it: a king of great 
fame who has many wives, sons, relatives, and allies. If the ASC is the middle place in 
this group, he is wealthy and knows much, and his actions are firm in quarrels; if the 
DESC, one whose intelligence is obtained by listening to others; and if MC, one whose 
wife is a widow. 
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Maee, all planets in three consecutive places beginning with the ASC: a man who is 
struck by blows of rocks, is hindered by his brothers in his youth, and has no wealth. If it 
begins from IC, men afflicted by grief, pain, and fatigue in their youth; if it begins from 
the DESC, those oppressed by disease; and if from MC, men who are slow-moving in 
their limbs. 

Staff, all planets in the four places beginning with the ASC, MC, the DESC, or IC: 
the man loses his sons and wives, has no possessions, is a person of the lowest conduct, is 
maimed, and has a bad character. 

Couch, all the planets in five places consecutively from the ASC: his honor increased 
by the glory of his family and he is always happy. 

Tail, as Couch but beginning from IC: it indicates the birth of those who serve others. 

Ladder, as Couch but beginning from the DESC and produces a rogue who is fond 
of gambling and troubled by wandering. 

Spear, as Couch but it begins from MC: men who do honorable things. If beginning 
from the ), men who are furious in battle. If it begins from any other place, it has no 
name or special influence. 

Row, all the planets in six successive places beginning from the ASC: a king; if from 
another angle, the king’s prime minister. Beginning from another sign that is not an an- 
gle, the man is rich in animals. 

Circle, all planets in six alternate places beginning with the ASC: a wealthy king 
who has many slaves and much treasure and eats well. 

Water Pot, the reverse of the Circle: good men who have extensive heaps and piles 
of grain. 

Full Pot, a grouping like the tortoise at the IC and another at the ASC plus two plan- 
ets on the two sides of MC: men made famous by their families who gain renown for 
their own deeds. If in reverse, it leads to the birth of paupers who have diminished hap- 
piness. Groupings like the Full Pot at the ASC and the DESC, both before and behind, 
are similarly auspicious. 

City, all planets are mixed up together in the angles: kings who are fond of riots and 
battles. 

Swing, four planets respectively in the 3, 4", 5" & 6" places and the rest are in the 
angles (other than the 4"): famous men who desire to travel much. 

Dexterity, all planets to the left and right of the ASC and the DESC: doctors, those 
who serve others, vagrants, ascetics, and the injured. 

Wisdom, as Dexterity but occurring with respect to MC and IC: those who think of 
unrighteousness and are evil in the world; they are chastised by kings and are incompe- 
tent. 

Ball, all the planets bunched together in one place: those who go astray and are 
grieved, dirty fellows whose clothes are bad. 

Yoke, all in two places and not duplicating previously described groupings: unstable 
men whose wealth is lost and who are injured and maimed; heretics and ruined men who 
resort to others. 

Spike, all in three places and not duplicating previously described groupings: he is 
tormented by gout, and his family and wealth are lost and gone before him. 

Meadow, all in four places and not duplicating previously described groupings: he is 
rich with a wealth of arable land and cows, and is lord of family, grain, food, and friends. 

Noose, all are in five places and not duplicating previously described groupings, men 
oppressed by kings, obstructed by bonds, and making efforts for many and varied rea- 
sons. 

Foot Rope, all in six places and not duplicating previously described groupings: he is 
generous, carrying objects for others and obeys the commands of others in sexual inter- 
course and business. 

Lyre, all the planets in seven places and not close together: he has wealth and con- 
nections acquired by his own prowess, and his excellence and knowledge of the meaning 
of the sciences are famous. 
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Who ? 


Ruth Baker, aregular and most welcome contributor to Considerations on ho- 
rary matters, is a professional violinist. She lives on the Essex coast in England 


Gary P. Caton, whose writings have appeared in several US publications, lives 
in Mars Hill, North Carolina. His goal is to establish an international commu- 
nity of astrologers, a sort of seminary where people can live holistically and 
dedicate their time to their studies. Contact him at garyandcaroline@msn.com. 


John Frawley is an astrological consultant and teacher with students in six con- 
tinents. He is the author of The Horary Textbook, The Real Astrology and The 


Real Astrology Applied. Contact John at j{@apprentice.demon.co.uk. 


Ken Gillman is the editor of Considerations. 


When not saving oil-soaked birds along the seashore, Nicole Girard, a retired 
science teacher and long-time astrologer, associates solar eclipses with terrestrial 
upheavals from her home in Normandy, France. 


Shirley Gray of East Lansing, Michigan, is a longtime student in astrology with 
a particular interest in horary. 


Axel Harvey is an astrological consultant who lives in Montreal. He and Ken 
Gillman co-founded Considerations in 1983. Contact Axel at ax@hirsig.ca. 


Palden Jenkins lives “beneath the Tor and Chalice Hill” in Glastonbury, Eng- 
land, the mythical burial site of King Arthur. His publications, which can be 
downloaded from http:/Avww.palden.co.uk, include Living in Time, about the 
astrology of power points in time; The Historical Ephemeris, The Only Planet of 
Choice—essential briefings from deep space; and Essays on Geopolitics, His- 
tory & the Future. Nowadays Palden is active as a humanitarian peacemaker in 
the Holy Land. 


Bob Makransky alternates his time between astrology, farming and channeling 
in rural Guatemala. More of his articles and a free monthly astrological e- 
magazine are available at www.dearbrutus.com 


Jessica Murray trained as a fine artist before graduating in 1973 from 

Brown University, where she studied traditional psychology and linguistics. She 
has been practicing astrology in San Francisco full-time for thirty years, and is 
currently at work on a book on Pluto. Contact her at http:/Avww.mothersky.com, 
or by telephone at 415-626-7795. 


Virginia A. Reyer communicates in six languages. She is a Switzerland-born 
astrologer with many years experience, who is currently researching the Vertex. 
Virginia now lives in Glendale, Arizona. 


Eric J. Weil, one of Europe’s leading astrologers, is the editor of La Tradition. 
He lives in Geneva, Switzerland. 
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